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The Institute for Peace and Conflict 
Resolution (IPCR) was established in 
February 2000 as an elite government think-
tank on issues of peace promotion and conflict 
management in Nigeria and Africa. The 
mandate of the IPCR requires it to conduct in-
depth research into the root causes of conflict, 
leading to the prevention, management and 
peaceful resolution of these conflicts. Another 
existing laid down strategy that reinforces the 
Institute's pursuit and achievement of its 
mandate revolves around its intervention 
programs including field researches, conflict 
sensitization campaigns, capacity building 
engagements,  seminars/conferences,  
publications and the provision of library 
services to the wider Nigerian and 
international publics.  

To actualize its mandate, the Institute 
collaborates with state and non state actors. As 
an agency of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the IPCR has six directorates and three units. 
The Institute became a critical stakeholder in 
the global peacebuilding community after its 
successful conduct of the first Strategic 
Conflict Assessment (SCA) of Nigeria in 
2003, which earned it the United Nation's 
Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 
in October, 2005. Since the achievement of 
that commendable feat, and in recognition of 
the fast-mutating conflict dynamics across 
Nigeria, the IPCR has conducted other SCAs 
including in 2008, 2012 and in 2016.

About the Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution
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Africa has remained a hotspot in the global 

distribution of armed conflicts. Despite 

high expectations that the wave of 

democratization experienced in the 1990s 

would reduce conflicts, the picture of the 

continent still shows a region characterized 

by bloodshed and destructions arising from 

different conflicts including ethno-

religious conflicts, terrorism, insurgency, 

e lec t ion  v io lence ,  s ta te -sponsored  

violence, amongst others. The phenomenon 

has increased a search for meaningful 

strategies to minimize or completely 

resolve the conflicts. One of the most 

significant approaches is the incorporation 

of the United Nation's framework for Early 

Warning and Response (EWR) conflict 

prevention strategy into national and 

regional systems. The EWR strategy 

principally aims at establishing structures 

and processes for conflict prevention. In 

his useful definition, Dorn (2004: 317) 

conceives it as “the act of alerting a 

recognized authority to a new threat to 

peace at a sufficiently early stage.” 

Therefore, EWR is a preemptive measure 

to eliminate threats of conflict or reduce the 

effects of conflicts if they eventually occur. 

The aftermath of deadly conflicts in 

Africa especially in Rwanda, Somalia, 

Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Democratic 

Republic of Congo, amongst others, 

provide the impetus for the adoption of an 

EWR system on the continent. Realizing 

the region's vulnerability to violence, 

African leaders felt the need to adopt more 

preventive rather than reactive measures 

t o w a r d s  c o n f l i c t .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  

metamorphosis of the Organization of the 

African Unity (OAU) into the African Union 

(AU) can be argued as one of the measures 

established to provide a new security 

architecture that would effectively prevent 

conflicts. The AU, compared to the OAU, 

has a robust approach including conflict 

prevention strategies in conflict situations. 

Following its emergence, African 

leaders established the Peace and Security 

Council (PSC) Protocol for the AU in 2002. 

The Peace and Security Council (PSC) was 

created to provide “early warning 

arrangement to facilitate timely and efficient 

response to conflict and crisis situations in 

Africa” (Article 2 of the Protocol Relating to 

the Establishment of the Peace and Security 

Council of the African Union). Article 12 of 

PSC Protocol specifically provides for the 

creation of the Continental Early Warning 

System (CEWS), which aims at facilitating 

the prevention of conflicts in Africa. 

Charged with the responsibility of 

observing and monitoring combustible 

situations, the CEWS collaborates with 

Regional Economic Communities (RECs) 

to provide early warning signals. The 

CEWS was formally adopted in 2006 at the 

Governmental Experts Meeting in South 
th

Africa and was endorsed in 2007 at the 10  

Ordinary Session of the Executive Council 

in Addis Ababa. At the regional level, the 
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EWR systems are integrated into their 

peace and security arrangements, with the 

Economic Community of West African 

Sta tes  (ECOWAS) having a  more  

structured system with “the Protocol 

Relating to the Mechanism for Conflict 

Prevention, Management, Resolution, 

Peacekeeping and Security.”

The fact that there remains an 

increasing rate of conflicts in Africa, with 

rising casualties, is a testament to the 

weakness of the EWR systems. Clearly, the 

ineffectiveness of the EWR reflects a 

general problem affecting regional 

organizations in Africa. Weak coordination, 

weak intelligence gathering, lack of a strong 

political will, funding issues, sovereignty 

concerns, elitism, lack of transparency, 

undue external interference and lack of 

inclusion of the civil society remain 

challenges that have frustrated serious 

moves at preventing conflicts on the 

continent. Most importantly, the systems fail 

to appreciate the need to confront the 

underlying socio-economic problems 

fueling conflicts. Africa remains a continent 

with alarming rates of poverty and 

inequalities and lack of political freedoms 

and social justice. These factors continue to 

drive conflicts on the continent, without a 

meaningful agenda to address them both at 

national and regional levels. 

The above concerns are captured in 

this Issue which contains conceptual and 

policy papers that focus on different 

dimensions of the ongoing conflicts and 

available EWR systems in Africa. The 

major agenda of the Issue is to highlight the 

fact that Africa still has many issues around 

conflicts that need attention and to appraise 

the strategies employed by both state and 

non-state actors to tackle them. In light of 

this, Steve Ogwu Agbo's article firstly 

engages the concept of EWR systems 

within the Nigerian framework and 

especially the model adopted at the 

Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution, 

Abuja. The author argues that early 

warnings are ignored in Nigeria and actions 

are often more reactive, which provides 

one of the sources of failing EWR systems 

in Nigeria. Given its focus on context and 

integrative model, the IPCR model is 

argued as having a great potential for 

conflict prevention if adopted in Nigeria. 

In her contribution, Chikaodili 

Arinze Orakwue provides interesting 

insights into the concept of Environmental 

Education as a conflict prevention 

approach to address climate-related 

conflict and the promotion of sustainable 

development in Nigeria. Following his 

acknowledgment of the vulnerability of 

Nigeria to climate change, which is an early 

warning sign for conflicts, the author 

argues that Climate Change Education 

(CCE) can be a useful tool to avert the 

security threats associated with climate 

change. The author posits that the CCE will 

not only create awareness on climate 

change, it would also provide mechanisms 

for the proper management of natural 



resources for sustainability.

In a similar vein, Agaba Halidu 

and Zekeri Abdullahi examine the 

connection between climate change and 

farmers-herders  conf l ic t  in  Nor th  

Central Nigeria. The authors argue that 

climate change and desertification 

represent one of the major sources of the 

conflict. The study further appraises 

measures aimed at resolving the conflict 

between the groups given its increasing 

impacts on security in Nigeria. The study 

concludes by offering formal and 

informal approaches to address the 

conflict. 

Stanley Uwakwe studies border 

conflicts and existing strategies for 

managing such conflicts. Focusing on the 

Adadama and Amagu communities border 

conflict between Cross River and Ebonyi 

states in Nigeria, the author argued that 

border conflict management strategies in 

Nigeria are largely administrative and 

lacking a win-win outcome. However, the 

introduction of traditional approaches has 

played a positive role in managing the 

conflict. Therefore, the author believes that 

the combination of institutional and 

traditional mechanisms would produce 

desirable outcomes in the management of 

border conflicts. 

Ismaila A. Danjuma takes a cursory 

look at the insurgency in Northeastern 

Nigeria. His article pays a particular 

attention to the Multinational Joint 

Taskforce (MNJTF) with the principal aim 

of assessing the multinational military 

operations and emerging challenges in 

countering insurgents in the region. The 

author argued that the MNJTF has made 

some achievements in limiting the capacity 

of the insurgents especially their ability to 

fight along international borders. Despite 

the achievements, the author observed 

instances of failures that the group has 

encountered and their causes. The author 

emphasizes the need to address the key 

issues affecting effective collaboration 

amongst the collaborating Lake Chad states 

for an effective operation of the MNJTF.

In their article, Chukwuemeka 

Mbah, Olusola Olaniran and Eze Emelogu 

focus on the dimension of children to the 

armed conflict in Northeastern Nigeria. 

T h e  p a p e r  a s s e s s e s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

institutional measures, including that of the 

IPCR, aimed at protecting children caught 

in the conflict. The study discovered that 

the existence of child-centered measures 

has not impacted positively on reducing the 

effects of the conflict on children. Children 

are still mostly the most affected by the 

conflict. The study therefore recommends 

increased attention to the plight of children 

in the conflict zone and the need to ensure 

the implementation of existing measures 

that could produce positive results. 

Susan Audu-Bako and Blessing 

Williams examine the phenomenon of 

rising crime in urban cities with a focus on 

the Federal Capital City (FCT) Abuja. High 

rate of rural-urban migration has informed 



increased rate of crime in the Nigerian 

major cities. Abuja, as Nigeria's Federal 

Capital, has been one of the fastest growing 

cities in the country and increasingly 

experiencing a growing number of crime 

cases. Against this backdrop, the paper 

identifies the following as prevalent forms 

of crime in the city: 'one chance', car theft, 

kidnapping, armed robbery, pick pocket, job 

racketeering, Point of Sale (POS) theft and 

disability disguise. The paper further 

appraises the crime prevention mechanisms 

in existence. The authors conclude by 

emphasizing the need for the authorities to 

provide proactive measures in addressing 

the rising rates of crime in Nigeria. 

The final contribution by Chidozie 

Acholonu examines the #EndSars protests 

within the context of the Arab Spring in 

North Africa. The authors argued that the 

Arab spring produced positive democratic 

outcomes by influencing the policies of 

governments and the attitudes of citizens. 

The author argues that protests like the 

#EndSars could also be a precursor to 

democratic change in Nigeria. The protest, 

as argued, suggest the need for the state to 

adopt principles of Western democracy and 

development. These principles will have 

the potential to enable the state to address 

socio-economic challenges that have 

obstructed the path of development in the 

country. 
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Introduction
Conflict Early Warning and Early 

Response (EWER) systems are critical tools 
in contemporary conflict prevention and 
peacebuilding. For more than a decade, in the 
face of increasingly complex conflicts around 
the world, significant attention and resources 
have been devoted to the development and 
operationalization of such systems. Many 
contemporary EWER systems are built to 
address the “if” but fail to answer the “how” 
and “when.” That is to say, early warning 

focuses on the collection and dissemination of 
early warning data and information to 
stakeholders with the intention of informing 
decision makers on if an intervention is called 
for, but the process often fails to include 
guidance on how (and when) that information 
should be used for preventive interventions. 
The Institute for Peace and Conflict 
Resolution (IPCR) through its National 
Conflict Early Warning and Early Response 
Systems (NCEWERS) model has revamped 
what EWER could be and has determined that 
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Abstract

Increasingly, global attention is shifting from reactionary to proactive strategies 
in conflict management and prevention.  In Nigeria, persistent insurgency, 
terrorism, farmer-herder conflicts, ethno-religious violence have necessitated 
emphasis on the development and utilization of conflict early warning and early 
response as mechanism for conflict prevention. Essentially, this is as a result of 
the shortcomings of the reactive nature of conflict management approaches. This 
paper discusses why an effective conflict early warning and early response 
systems is a stimulus for conflict prevention in Nigeria. The paper mirrors on the 
National Conflict Early Warning and Early Response Systems of the Institute for 
Peace and Conflict Resolution, Abuja. The paper makes the case that many 
conflict early warning systems are reactive, not context specific, and in many 
cases early warning signs and indicators are ignored. Guided by the view that 
each conflict has its own dynamics, nature and context, the paper submits that 
response plans must be developed as part of the early warning system. The paper 
concludes that the IPCR model has context-specificity and integrative 
approaches that can be leveraged on for conflict prevention in Nigeria.

Keywords: Early warning, Conflict, Early response, Conflict prevention.
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the measure of effectiveness of their system 
should not be its ability to predict conflict, but 
rather its ability to facilitate the prevention of 
conflict through timely and relevant response 
as argued by Matveeva, (2006). 

Timely and relevant response, in turn, 
requires effective linkages between 
information dissemination and appropriate 
response mechanisms, but more importantly, 
it designs early warning products in such a 
way as to trigger and facilitate response at 
both the strategic and operational levels, 
depending on conflict dynamics and the 
capabilities and mandates of responders. The 
system also includes a feedback loop whereby 
results and information from interventions 
can inform and improve the overall EWER 
system itself (Wulf and Debiel, 2009).

This task of designing an effective 
EWER system is made more challenging by 
the fact that conflict is systemic, involving 
social, economic, political, and security 
dimensions and multiple risk factors. Also, 
conflict is often expressed at the local, state, 
national, and transnational levels, and can 
manifest as communal, political, and criminal 
violence (Saferworld, 2016). Finally, conflict 
is not always linear or able to be divided into 
specific phases or timelines. Thus, 
considering the dynamic nature of conflict, an 
inflexible approach cannot effectively 
address the varied drivers, triggers, 
vulnerability and risk factors of a particular 
conflict. Therefore, effective prevention as 
well as proactive conflict management and 
resolution must be informed by an equally 
dynamic and integrated early warning system. 

Such a system should include government, 
community, and civil society actors as part of 
a systematic and multifaceted process of data 
collection, information sharing and 
verification (Gardner, 2015). All too often, 
this is not the case, and key stakeholders who 
may have both the necessary information and 
skills to anticipate and respond to a conflict 
before it escalates into a crisis are left out of 
the process. Consequently, this paper 
discusses the IPCR National Conflict Early 
Warning and Early Response Systems as a 
veritable model for effective conflict 
prevention strategy in Nigeria. The paper is 
subdivided into three sections. It begins with 
linking Early Warning to Early Response. The 
second section focuses on developing an 
effective early warning system while the third 
section showcases the IPCR's early warning 
and early response systems. 

Linking Early Warning to Early Response
As noted above, one of the greatest 

challenges in the design of contemporary 
early warning systems has been the difficulty 
in ensuring that early warning information 
leads to timely and effective response. 
Although the challenge is largely a result of a 
disconnection between the two processes, the 
solution is not a plug-in which would close the 
gap. Rather the solution is about strategically 
reimagining the entire EWER process 
whereby early warning information is 
analyzed, formatted, and disseminated to 
stakeholders in the system who are positioned 
(or pre-positioned) in such a way as to receive 
and act upon that information (Tshimba, 
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2014). Additionally, while many early 
warning systems may be designed to inform 
and encourage response, rarely are response 
systems designed to systematically utilise 
early warning data and information to guide 
analysis and plan policy or action (Nyheim, 
2015). Accordingly, many early warning 
programs and initiatives have failed to lead to 
effective response not because of the shortage 
of early warning information, at least for those 
who want to be informed, but largely because 
those early warning programs may not 
rigorously and systematically track indicators 
of conflict risk, or present the information in a 
way that can be used by actors ready to use it 
(De la Haye, 2004).

The African continent has witnessed 
significant growth in the development of 
EWER systems. These have had varying 
degrees of effectiveness. For instance, in an 
attempt to develop effective mechanisms and 
frameworks for conflict prevention and 
management, African Heads of State and 
Government established the African Union 
(AU) on the 9th July 2002 as a successor to the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU). The 
AU Treaty has 14 objectives including the 
promotion of peace, security and stability on 
the continent. In pursuance of its objectives in 
relation to peace and security, the Council on 
Peace and Security was created within the AU 
an organ which takes decisions in terms of 
prevention, management and resolution of 
conflict. According to Article 2 of the Protocol 
on the establishment of the Peace and Security 
Council (PSC), the organ is a collective 
security and early warning system with the 

aim of allowing a rapid and effective response 
to conflict and crisis situations in Africa. 

In East Africa, the Conflict Early 
Warning Response Mechanism (CEWARN) 
developed in 2002 by the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD) has seen 
some successes in linking early warning to 
response, particularly on cross-border 
pastoral conflicts. It also makes use of 
incident reports as well as perception-based 
situation reports, submitted by local monitors 
at regular intervals (Odobo, 2011). However, 
recent attempts to reorganise the system to 
simplify and streamline its functionality have 
resulted in some unintended and complicated 
consequences. A United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID, 2016) 
evaluation report highlights some of the 
inherent challenges in regard to data 
aggregation and interpretation that have 
persisted. Reliance on donor funding has also 
resulted in the system occasionally coming to 
a halt until funding can be secured, according 
to the report. In addition, most pastoralist 
conflict in the region takes place in areas that 
are largely devoid of government presence, 
and inadequate or sporadic funding has also 
led to a decreased capacity to engage local 
civil society actors and organizations. As 
such, the capacity to respond on the part of 
both government and civil society to the 
conflict data that is gathered is also 
significantly hindered (USAID, 2016).

In West Africa, ECOWARN, the early 
warning system of the Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS), is one of 
the most advanced and integrated systems on 
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the continent, utilizing different data streams, 
a comprehensive indicator framework, and on 
the-ground weekly incident and situation 
reporting from field monitors in each of the 15 
ECOWA S member  s t a t e s  (Odobo ,  
Udegbunam and Akale, 2017). Specifically, 
early warning is among the 14 objectives of 
the ECOWAS Conflict Prevention Framework 
(ECPF). The West African Network for 
Peacebuilding (WANEP) and other civil 
society organizations in West Africa 
coordinates the ECOWAS early warning 
offices (ECPF, 2008; Olonisakin, 2011).  

However, although ECOWARN 
utilizes an integrated system which includes 
the collection of information from local 
communities in the sub-region, it has not been 
able to consistently engender proactive 
response to the various conflict drivers in the 
sub-region (Tshimba, 2014). In some cases, 
this appears to be an institutional 
shortcoming, as there are few formalised 
mechanisms for ensuring data gathered and 
analyzed by the ECOWAS Early Warning 
Directorate reaches other Directorates within 
the sub-regional body that are mandated to 
respond. Each Directorate or Division within 
ECOWAS also routinely or occasionally 
gathers its own early warning and post-
intervention data, and there are limited 
processes in place for ensuring a feedback 
loop between the various units, or protocols 
which stipulate the use of early warning 
information in the decision-making cycle, 
work-plans, proposals, and budgets. Thus, 
while these early warning systems represent 
some of the more advanced efforts to date, 

challenges in regard to data aggregation and 
interpretation, as well as process and protocol 
have been observed to constrain effective and 
timely response to issued warnings 
((Tshimba, 2014)

The inherent problem of translating 
early warning to early response is further 
hampered by a number of additional 
operational-level factors,  including 
difficulties in conveying information to 
responders, delay in response between when 
information is analyzed and when it is acted 
upon, and the formation of inadequate or 
inappropriate response plans. The delay or 
inability to send warnings to the appropriate 
stakeholders at the right time greatly 
diminishes the value of conflict early warning 
information. In improving the linkages 
between early warning and early response, it 
is therefore necessary to prioritize response 
mechanisms through conflict analysis and 
crisis mapping, joint planning, and 
development of strategic response options. 
Conflict analysis and crisis mapping can lead 
to a better understanding of conflict drivers 
and where conflict manifests as “hotspots” 
which allows stakeholders to anticipate likely 
outcomes and determine the most appropriate 
responses. Joint planning allows for all 
stakeholders to analyze the data at hand and 
provide further contextual information, 
leading to better informed, and more strategic, 
response options. Getting all relevant 
stakeholders around the table also promotes a 
more nuanced understanding of the interplay 
between various conflict drivers and 
structural vulnerabilities and is more likely to 
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lead to solutions that address the systemic 
drivers of conflict, rather than treating each 
manifestation separately or as a “one-off.”

Developing an Effective Early Warning System
Scholars including Austin (2004); 

Clare (2015) and Haider (2014) have argued 
that the ultimate utility of an early warning 
system is not only determined by the capacity 
to collect and process information, but more 
importantly by the capacity to inform timely 
and relevant response by linking early 
warning information to the right responders 
for timely conflict mitigation. It is, however, 
not sufficient to assume that response will 
automatically follow once the right information 
is disseminated to the right persons. Austin 
(2004) further observed that for early warning 
to translate to early response, there must be a 
systematic process that should include the 
following components:
1. Quantitative and Qualitative Data 

Collection; 
2. Data Analysis; 
3. Assessment of Early Warning 

Information; 
4. Formulation of Action Plan(s); and,
5. Early Response.
6. Feedback on Early Response

This ensures that early warning does 
not stop with intervention, but maintains a 
feedback loop – moving from information 
gathering to analysis to action planning to 
early response, which, in turn, feeds back into 
the early warning information gathering 
process (Austin, 2004)

The essence of this approach is to 

ensure that data collection and dissemination 
is done as part of a systematic and integrated 
structure that efficiently links early warning 
information to an effective early response 
mechanism (Gardner, 2015) Such a model 
also ensures that the various components of 
the system are integrated and linked. In this 
way, early warning information can 
effectively be used to identify indicators of 
potential conflict and catalyze timely 
response by local, national, and international 
stakeholders (Saferworld (2016). Thus, an 
effective early warning system must involve 
an integrated process of moving from early 
warning, data analysis, and planning to 
response.

This approach helps to ensure that 
analysis of early warning information is 
simultaneously directed at understanding the 
context in which conflict is occurring in order 
to anticipate events, understand potential 
causal linkages, and formulate appropriate 
intervention initiatives. The following section 
provides a brief descriptive overview of each 
part of the process.

Empirical Analysis 
While data should be collected and 

catalogued systematically and consistently, 
an effective early warning system cannot be 
static or “one-size-fits-all.” Early warning 
products should not use the same indicators 
and data sets in the same way to track and 
analyze every risk factor every time. Instead, 
early warning researchers should apply 
critical thinking in the research design 
underlying every early warning product they 
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publish. For effective early warning, it is critical 
to specify the problem set (risk factor or 
vulnerability) that the early warning project 
wishes to mitigate and articulate the research 
questions in such a way as to understand what 
needs to be known in order to address the 
identified problem. Analysis should always 
begin with the formulation of specific research 
questions and hypotheses about potential or 
actual conflict (Matveeva, 2006). This should 
be followed by identification of an appropriate 
indicator framework, as well as primary and 
secondary data sources from those available in 
the early warning system. This process helps to 
develop an empirical baseline which serves as 
the foundation to inform qualitative inquiry and 
prognosis of why, where and when conflict is 
likely to break out, and how to mitigate it 
(Austin, 2004)

Qualitative Analysis 
Qualitative interpretive analysis can 

provide contextual narrative to the empirical 
analysis (Matveeva, 2006). Given the 
potential gaps in empirical data, qualitative 
techniques should be used to cross-check, 
qualify, and contextualize the empirical 
findings and extrapolate potential scenarios 
and implications. This helps to provide a 
deeper understanding of the social, economic, 
political, and security dimensions of a 
particular conflict, and anticipate changes that 
can be initiated by local actors.

Joint Planning and Response 
For early warning to catalyze relevant 

and actionable response, it is critical to 

understand the “conditions, motivations and 
reasons for response” as well as the 
relationship between early warning and 
response. This requires a participatory 
approach that involves multi-stakeholder 
collaboration to address complex systemic 
problems. The inclusion of diverse 
stakeholders in the analysis process 
contributes to “richer analysis, and builds 
trust, confidence and the potential for 
mutually supportive action.” Safer-world 
(2016) Joint planning also helps to identify 
and prioritize options for response, find the 
right combination of short term, medium-term 
and long-term response initiatives, and 
prov ide  gu ide l ines  fo r  ac t ionab le  
interventions (Austin, 2004)

An Integrated Early Warning and 
Response System: The IPCR Model

The IPCR's National Conflict Early 
Warning and Early Response (NCEWERS) 
approach to early warning and response does 
not stop with intervention, but contains a 
process by which information feeds back into 
the data collection process and, where 
necessary, provides critical information to 
update and adjust the current and future 
response as enunciated by Austin, (2004). The 
approach aligns with De la Haye, (2009) 
submission that the design and management 
of early warning systems be closely 
connected with the process of understanding 
what types of response mechanisms exist in 
the overall system. As such, the NCEWERS's 
model is designed specifically to link known 
responders from the community to the state to 
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the national level to relevant early warning 
data and analysis. Overall, the NCEWERS 
core objectives and functions include:
i. anticipate conflicts;
ii. identify potential conflicts; 
iii. identify conflict indicators;
iv. receive conflict alerts within Nigeria and 

Africa;
V. distil the alerts and redirect the cause of 

actions through reliable recommendations 
to the Office of the Director General for 
further action;

vi. inform policy/decision making through 
objective, reliable recommendations for 
appropriate action via the Director General's 
Office;  

vii. Publish quarterly conflict indicators and 
warnings in journals and NCEWERS 
newsletter;

viii.Produce warning reports, predictions and 
conflict outlook that could inform state 
actors, potential victims and research 
interests to take appropriate actions;

ix. Within limit allowed, produce reliable 
warning to members of the public using 
the media to enable people act in a way 
that conflicts and its impacts can be 
minimized.

Utilizing these core objectives and 
functions, the NCEWERS collects early 
warning information and then identifies and 
mobilizes appropriate actors and resources for 
preventive interventions. The ultimate goal is 
to provide stakeholders with real-time 
conflict early warning information and 
catalyze timely response.

Organizational and Functional Structure 
of the NCEWERS

The structures are divided in various 
sections at the IPCR headquarters in Abuja and 
across the six geopolitical zones comprising states, 
local areas and community levels in Nigeria. IPCR 
Headquarters office in Abuja, Federal Capital 
Territory houses the National Office of the 
NCEWERS. Each of the six geopolitical zones in 
Nigeria also have NCEWERS offices as well as 
various local government areas and communities 
across the country, 

1. Headquarters 
a. Conflict Anticipation and Monitoring 

Section (CAMS)
b. Conflict Prevention Section (CPS)
c. Stakeholders Integration Section 

(SIS)
d. Information and Documentation 

Section (IDS)
e. CEWERS Africa Section (CAS)

a. Conflict Anticipation and Monitoring 
Section (CAMS)
i. Located in the Conflict Situation 

Room (CSR) 
ii. Prompt stakeholders/volunteers to 

send conflict reports
iii. Probe our stakeholders to prompt to 

anticipate probable conflicts 
iv. Receive information on conflicts
v. Track conflicts and report same to 

Conflict Prevention section
vi. Compile conflict report from zones
vii.Estimate and determine warning 

follow up time. 
viii. Monitor post response conflict status.
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b. Conflict Prevention Section (CPS)
i. Track all conflicts (using the 

instruments of internet, print and e-
media)

ii. Track responses 
iii. Discuss strategies for appropriate 

response 
iv. Design evidence-based response 

strategies to adequately respond to 
warning (responses to be supported by 
evidence in form of calls, pictures, 
audio, video, chats, etc).

c. Stakeholders Integration Section (SIS)
i. Establish synergy with stakeholders
ii. Determine the agency to handle warning
iii. Collate the details of the intervention 

officers
iv. Collate details of interventions made 

periodically and forward same to CPS
v. Forward status of reported conflict to 

CPS

d. Information and Documentations 
Section (IDS)
i. Carry out ICT interface roles with the 

ICT unit; 
ii. Monitor the performance of interface 

tools; WhatsApp, Facebook page 
interaction, tweeter, etc;

iii. Respond to emails messages
iv. Manage stakeholders database 
v. Administer and manage the conflict 

early warning apps
vi. Computer analysis of warning/ 

response data

vii. Organize the online interactions of 
video conferencing (where necessary)

viii. Carry out all documentation duties 

e. Africa Conflict Monitoring Section
i. Track trans-border conflict indicators 

and report same;
ii. Collaborate with the Directorate of 

External Conflicts Prevention and 
Resolution with respect to trans-
border movements of bandits, foreign 
herders and other militia groups;

Iii. Carryout Africa version of some of the 
duties as the NCEWERS Headquarters 

2. Zonal/State NCEWERS Offices
i. Establish and maintain working 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  C E W E R S  
stakeholders (especially volunteers)

ii. Validate warnings to ascertain the 
reliability of warnings

iii. Analyse warnings for appropriate 
response and report to Headquarters.

iv. Organize Early warning sensitization in 
the zones as may be approved by the CEO.

v. Monitor the operations of CEWERS 
at LAG and community levels

vi. Produce appropriate recommendations 
fo r  con f l i c t  p r even t ion  and  
interventions in the Zone

vii. Produce conflict records and graphic 
analysis to enable IPCR produce periodic 
Zonal and State conflict outlook.

viii.Produce periodic record of zonal 
warning and responses.
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3. NCEWERS Local Government Offices
i. In teract  wi th  a l l  NCEWERS 

stakeholders at the LGA level.
ii. I den t i fy  LGA peacebu i ld ing  

opportunities and make appropriate 
information available to the State or 
Zonal NCEWERS Heads.

iii. Produce LGA periodic report that would 
lead to appropriate response to prevent 
or mitigate outbreak of violence.

4. NCWERS Community Centres 
i. Interact with all EWERS stakeholders 

at the community level;
ii. Identify community peacebuilding 

opportunities and make appropriate 
information available to the LGA and 
Zonal CEWERS Head.

iii. Produce community periodic report 
that would lead to appropriate 
response to mitigate outbreak of 
violence.

Aside of periodic baseline surveys and 
other fieldwork-based strategies used by the 
NCEWERS in generating empirical data, 
social media platforms have served as 
veritable mechanism for generating and 
transmitting data by relevant units. These 
platforms include: Telegram, Video 
C o n f e r e n c i n g ,  N C E W E R S  M o b i l e  
application and NCEWERS system 
application. Also, IPCR has a Conflict Early 
Warning Report Application (CEWIRA) used 
by the Conflict Early Warning Indicator 
Monitors (CEWIM) and the Zonal Peace 
Officers (ZPO) to input noted conflict data 

into IPCR Conflict database. The Institute 
have 30 CEWIMs in each of the six 
geopolitical zones who monitor and report 
conflict indicators as may be appropriate to 
the ZPOs who reviews the report and forward 
same to the headquarters database using the 
CEWIRA. 

This model ensures that early warning 
information from social media platform 
layered against secondary data is further 
supported by context-specific information 
from responders, allowing for cross 
referencing and validation of data. In 
addition, the outcome of interventions is 
further assessed through joint planning, 
shared knowledge and best practices amongst 
stakeholders. Through social media network 
analysis, the model helps to identify 
stakeholders, map their inter-connectedness 
and bring them together to address various 
issues affecting conflict dynamics in their 
environment.

Conclusion
The components of the IPCR 

NCEWERs model are integrated through a 
cyclical process that closely links early 
warning and analysis with response. 
Following the identification of a research 
question, objective, or a problem set to be 
examined, the process begins with 
quantitative analysis of early warning data, 
which is then followed by qualitative inquiry 
that serves as a foundation for the prognosis of 
why, where and when conflict is likely to 
occur. The participatory interpretative 
analysis helps to cross-check, correlate and 
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validate the empirical findings. The next step 
is joint planning to catalyze relevant and 
actionable response. The planning process 
involves diverse stakeholders who contribute 
to richer analysis and identify and prioritize 
options for preventive response. Based on the 
outcome of the analysis and the joint 
planning, the initial objectives and research 
questions are reviewed and further refined to 
develop more appropriate presumptions about 
the conflict situation. The new or refined set of 
research questions and presumptions are then 
used to determine what data to collect next. 
This process allows for a continuous learning 
cycle that ensures early response leads back to 
the planning, analysis and data collection 
process.

The IPCR NCEWERS model ensures 
that early warning information from field 
surveys, conflict report platforms and 
secondary data sets are further supported by 

con tex t - spec i f i c  in fo rmat ion  f rom 
responders, allowing for cross referencing 
and validation of data. In addition, the 
outcome of interventions is further assessed 
through joint planning, shared knowledge and 
best practices amongst stakeholders. Through 
stakeholder network analysis, the model helps 
to identify stakeholders, map their 
interconnectedness and bring them together to 
address various issues affecting conflict 
dynamics in their communities.

Finally, the IPCR NCEWERS model 
has served as instrument for providing 
information on national conflict updates; 
national conflict analysis, impacts of conflicts 
across Nigeria, necessary recommendations 
for Nigerians living around conflict areas and 
policy briefs and advisory to governments at 
the local, state and federal levels on conflict 
management, prevention, resolution and 
peacebuilding. 
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Abstract

Average global temperature that results in global warming is projected by the 
International Panel on Climate Change to determine many regional climates 
variability round the globe. While some regions get colder such as some parts of 
Europe, the Caribbean and north America, regions like Sub-Saharan Africa and 
American Southwest are expected to get hotter. This global temperature rise 
affects the climate for a long period which brings about climate change that is 
now regarded as the greatest global threats confronting mankind. Its impacts on 
our environment and socio-economic life have the consequent effects on 
population movement and natural resource conflict. The observed changes are 
now evident and human activities are responsible for these changes as reported 
by International Panel on Climate Change. Developing countries like Nigeria are 
most vulnerable and at greater risks due to their low adaptive capacity. Nigeria's 
climate is changing as evident in rise in temperature, rainfall variability, flooding 
in the south and drought and desertification in the north. The challenges of 
mitigating against these changes and adapting to its impacts have engendered 
crucial debate on the best possible ways of reducing the threats posed by these 
changes to offer a viable and sustainable solution. The issue here now is what 
mechanism to adopt in the face of this scientific and physical evidence on 
changing climate. The paper adopted relevant secondary data with qualitative 
methodology in analyzing its findings. Findings reveal unsustainable use of the 
environment through agricultural practices, overgrazing that affects the 
biodiversity, deforestation through use of fuel wood for energy and commercial 
purposes etc. Embracing Climate Change Education (CCE) as a very viable tool 
and solution to the threats posed by climate change is recommended. It will 
create awareness on the issues of climate change that will awaken individual and 
societies positive actions concerning the environment, managing and conserving 
the resources sustainably for a safer future. 

Environmental Education: A Transformative Force against Climate 
Variability Induced Threats and Sustainable Development in Nigeria

By Chikaodili Arinze Orakwue

Keywords: Adaptation, Climate change, Environmental Education, Mitigation, 
                   Sustainable development.



Introduction 
Climate change is one of the main 

social and environmental problems facing 
humanity in scope and scale globally. The 
changes are affecting the natural environment 
and human wellbeing negatively and 
subsequently, a huge concern in achieving 
sustainable peace and security. Several studies 
have been devoted to the increasing tendency of 
environmental degradation because of climate 
variability that distort peace due to existing 
tension and struggle for natural resources. 
Incidentally, Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) 2014 report observed 
that developing countries like Nigeria are more 
vulnerable to threats of climate variability due 
to lack of capacity to cope and adapt to the 
changes (IPCC, 2014). The observed changes 
in the environment are attributed to natural 
causes and human activities that alter 
atmospheric conditions such as precipitation 
and weather patterns monumental loss of 
natural resources. The changes have altered the 
ecosystem, disrupt food production and water 
supply, damage infrastructure, morbidity, and 
mortality with consequences on mental health 
and human well-being. (IPCC, 2014). Human 
existence is greatly threatened directly and 
indirectly by changes that occur in the 
environment, and as such the need to be 
conversant with different environmental 
problems and ways to prevent and protect it has 
become eminent. 

Nigeria's climate is changing, and 
empirical data revealed that extreme 
temperature and rainfall variability is evident. 
The northern part of the country is 
experiencing low rainfall resulting in drought 
and desertification while the south is 
experiencing flooding because of sea level 
rise (Haider, 2019, p.2.). Human activities as 
predicted with certainty by IPCC 2014 annual 
report stated that “human influence on the 
climate system is clear, and recent 
anthropogenic emissions of green-house 
gases are the highest in history”.  
Unsustainable agricultural practices, 
overgrazing, fossil fuel burning, fuelwood 
harvesting for energy are all human activities 
that impacts negatively on Nigeria's 
ecosystem.  More than 70 percent of the 
population engages in Agriculture for their 
livelihood with rain-fed agricultural produce 
(Shiru et al, 2018, Federal Ministry of 
Environment, 2014 cited in Haider, 2019, 
p.2.). Low precipitation especially in the 
northern region makes farming practice 
unstable and difficult. The practice of planting 
drought resistance crops is not well 
established thereby decreasing yields and 
making food products scarce and expensive. 
An online interview conducted by the author 
in August 2020 revealed that farmers go as far 
as the neighbouring country Niger to buy 
drought resistant crops such as millet to boost 
their crop production in dry season (Orakwue, 
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2020, p.27). An interview conducted in Borno 
and Yobe state revealed that farmers go as far 
as the neighbouring country of Niger to buy 
drought resistant crops and embark on dry 
season farming to increase crop production 
desert encroachment in the Sahelian region of 
Nigeria poses a serious threat to food 
production in that region and climate change 
is exacerbating the rate of desertification in 
that part of the country. Water bodies such as 
the Lake Chad is drying up and drinking water 
has become scarce in the arid region of 
Nigeria. These existential threats have 
resulted in migration of the inhabitants to the 
southern region of the country, and this is 
creating conflicts with host communities 
(Haider, 2019, p.3.). Climate change is a 
threat multiplier and will undermine basic 
human needs such as water, food, shelter, 
health, and human security, therefore, there is 
need to strengthen the adaptive capacity of the 
vulnerable group to adapt and cope with the 
consequences. The Building Nigeria 
Response to Climate Change (BNRCC) 
postulates that the level of public awareness 
on issues related to climate change in Nigeria 
is low and hence the need for climate 
education (BNRCC, 2011, p.12.).

Environmental education is aimed at 
increasing technical capacity and strengthened 
institutions so that they can plant seed of hope, 
which will increase attitudinal change towards 
the environment for a sustainable peace and 
development. Communicating diverse issues 
of  the  environment  helps  prevent  
misinformation and misconception. A 
knowledgeable community on sound 

ecological thinking and moral judgment leads 
to attitudinal change and environmentally 
committed society (Ollerer, 2015, p. 207.). 
Everyone needs to be actively involved in the 
business of environmental protection for a 
sustainable future. Peace builders should begin 
to appreciate the role of environmental 
education in resolving tensions and struggles 
posed by degrading environment and natural 
resources scarcity. In order to understand how 
this can play out, it is imperative to bring to 
limelight what climate change entails and the 
threats it creates in Nigerian environment and 
human security.  

Climate Change and Causes
Climate refers to the average weather 

including temperature variances, precipitation, 
and wind over a certain period (Odoh and 
Chilaka, 2012, p.112). The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) provided an 
overview of climate science that offers a greater 
insight on the system of climate. It is imperative 
to have a deep knowledge of how the earth's 
climate system changes over time due to natural 
occurrences, as well as human influences. An 
example of this has led to what is often referred 
to as global warming, where an increased 
concentration of 'greenhouse' gases in the 
atmosphere partially traps long-wave radiation 
to the earth thereby warming the surface (IPCC, 
2013).  This, in turn, warms surrounding 
ecosystems and leads to rapidly melting 
glaciers, which affects all levels of the climate 
system (Tsuma, 2012, p.5).

Figure 1. The natural and anthropogenic 
climate change
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The greenhouse effect is a phenomenon in 
which heat is prevented from leaving the 
Earth surface and escaping into space (UNEP, 
2011). Figure 2 illustrates  how anthropegenic 

greenhouse gases (from industries,  
transportation, deforestation) traps heat and 
reflects it back to the earth surface which 
increases atmospheric temperature. 
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Figure 1: Causes of Natural and Manmade climate variability with expected impact.

(IPCC: 2014) modified by the Author.
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The most important GHGs are carbon dioxide, 
methane, nitrous oxide N O and F-gases (Kyoto 2

gases) comprising Chlorofluorocarbons, CFCs; 
H y d r o f l u o r o c a r b o n s ,  H F C s  a n d  

Perfluorocarbons PFCs). The contributions of 
these gases and their lifespan are shown below. 
Table 1. Greenhouse gases and their lifespan.

Fig. 2: The Greenhouse Effect(McDonalds & Mermer, 2011, p.10).

No. GHG  Source  Contribution (%)  Lifespan  

1 Carbon 
dioxide 
(CO2)

 

Respiration, deforestation, volcano, 
burning fossils, land use change, 
cement production  

72  10 years  

2
 

Methane 
(CH4)

 Waste decomposition, agriculture 
(rice cultivation, manure, livestock 
digestion), swamps, natural gas, coal 
mining.

 

20
 

12 years
 

3
 

Nitrous 
oxide (N2O)

 Use of fertilizers, burning of fossils, 
nitric acid production, biomass 
burning, nylon production, etc 

 
5

 
121 years

 

4

 

F-gases

 

Refrigerants, aerosol propellants, 
cleaning solvents, foams 

 2.2

 

13.4–100 years

Source: IPCC (2014)
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These gases maintain balance between natural 
biological and geochemical processes to 
modest background levels in our atmosphere 
(IPCC, 2014). Trace gases (the greenhouse 
gases) with certain chemical properties 
absorb some of the infrared radiation 
produced by the Earth's surface and natural 
phenomenon makes the earth habitable 
because some of these gases trap heat 
radiation between the earth surface and the 
upper part of the atmosphere (Mann, 2009). 
The atmospheric concentration of greenhouse 
gases has increased to an unprecedented level 
in the last eight hundred thousand years, and 

their “mean rates of increase” over the past 
century “are, with very high confidence 
according to IPCC fifth assessment report 
(IPCC, 2013). The unprecedented events 
require action that necessitates combination 
of mitigation (reducing GHG emissions) and 
adaptation (coping with inevitable impacts) 
due to its potentiality of multiplier effects 
(Huntjens and Nachbar, 2015, p.1).

T h e  i n c r e a s e d  a t m o s p h e r i c  
temperature to more than normal thereby 
leads to climate change threats through a 
multiplier effects as illustrated below.
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Climate change will affect basic elements of 
life of the people around the world like access 
to water, food production, health, and the 
environment (FAO, 2009). These changes 
have causal link directly or indirectly to 
human security. Directly through visible 
effects such as rising sea level and storm surge 
that threatens the existence of small islands, 
states, and communities in low lying coastal 
regions. Indirectly, it does act as a threat 
multiplier by exacerbating resource scarcity 
and existing vulnerabilities through scarce 
resources, weak government institutions, 
ineffective legal systems and inability of the 
government to handle climate change's 
ecological, social, and economic impacts 
(Toscano, 2015, p.461a). Climate change and 
its deleterious effects will act as a "threat 
multiplier" by aggravating conditions such as 
poverty, environmental degradation, political 
instability, and social tensions-all of which 
pose as threats to human, political, and state 
security (Toscano, 2015, p.461b). Many of the 
world's major port cities and economic hubs 
are in such regions and rising sea levels 
threaten critical economic infrastructure 
(Huntjens and Nachbar, 2015, p.1). Nigeria 
experienced one of the worst natural disaster 
in her history across some states in 2012. 
States like Kogi, Benue, Edo, Lagos, Plateau 
and Bayelsa were inundated by flood that 
killed almost 363 people, displaced over 2.1 
million and left over 152 000 hectares of 
farmland destroyed. Furthermore, climate 
variability, caused by heavy precipitation in 
some regions and high temperature in others 
due to anthropogenic greenhouse effects leads 

to environmental degradation like drought, 
water scarcity and desertification which 
lowers the environmental conditions 
necessary for human survival. Hundreds of 
millions of people could suffer hunger, water 
shortages and coastal flooding as the 
temperature increases (Toscano, 2015, p.463)

Climate Change Induced Threats
Climate change has been widely 

recognised as having significant impacts on 
social, economic, and ecological systems 
(Bob and Bronkhorst, 2010, p.9). The social 
impacts directly affect the physical and 
emotional well-being of individuals such as 
health, food and water scarcity, livelihood, 
and displacements (Gasper et al, 2011, p.150). 
These issues can trigger conflict.  Barnet and 
Adger (2007:639) observe that “climate 
change is increasingly being called a security 
problem because there is concern that climate 
change may increase the risk of violent 
conflict” (Barnet and Adger cited in Bob and 
Bronkhorst, 2010, p.20a). Developing 
countries are at greater risks because, climate 
change is likely to undermine human security 
as scarcity of natural resource base and 
limited access to existing resources are central 
to livelihood sustainability (Bob and 
Bronkhorst, 2010, p.20b). Though full 
security implication of climate change is 
unknown, an empirical analysis has blamed 
shifting weather in social collapse (Sayne, 
2011, p.5). Climate change has exacerbated 
the water shortage in Sahel region with 
drought and desertification that sent 
pastoralists down south causing frequent 
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confrontation between farmers and herders. 
Nigeria's economy today remains 

mono-cultural and heavily dependent on the 
oil sector, which accounts for about 80% of 
government revenues, 90-95% of export 
revenues, and over 90% of foreign exchange 
earnings (Ikeme, 2002, January 4.). Despite 
attempts to diversify her economy, Nigeria's 
economy stands to remain dependent on fossil 
fuels (Fatile and Adejobi, 2012, p.18). This is 
particularly worrying because fossil fuels are 
the chief culprit implicated inhuman induced 
of climate change (Udeh et al, 2021, p.232).

Changes in climatic and atmospheric 
composition will also negatively affect 
biodiversity and likely help to diminish 
Nigeria's forests (Nzeh and Eboh, 2011, p.8a).  
Climate variability that results in extreme 
temperature, low rainfall and water scarcity 
can lead to remarkable vegetation loss. The 
upper limits of the tropical rainforest are 
already receding (Nzeh and Eboh, 2011, 
p.8b). Forest ecosystem and resources are 
susceptible to climate variability due to its 
sensitive nature and thus the goods and 
services it provides are negatively impacted 
upon. 

The IPCC special report of 2019 
stated that global mean sea level is rising with 
greater risk, exposure, and vulnerability of 
low -lying coastal communities (IPCC, 2019). 
Expected impact of the sea level rise as 
observed with high confidence by the IPCC is 
loss infrastructure, habitat, functionality, 
biodiversity, displacement, and migration. 
Climate change impacts directly on local 
community especially on vulnerable parts of 

society, conflict associated with poverty are 
thus enhanced by climate change impacts, this 
influences the access to basic resources to 
meet the needs of housing, security, health and 
education. All these impacts negatively on the 
quality of life. 

Climate change is equally a major 
problem caused by the increase of human 
activities leading to several direct and indirect 
impacts on health (Fatile and Adejobi, 2012, 
p.19). IPCC categorically stated that “c

Need for Environmental Education
Environmental education as declared 

by UNESCO after Intergovernmental 
Convention on Environmental Education in 
1977 at Tbilisi stated the need for EE, they are:

 (i) “to foster clear awareness of, and 
concern about, economic, social, political, and 
ecological interdependence in urban and rural 
areas; (ii) to provide every person with 
opportunities to acquire the knowledge, values, 
attitudes, commitment, and skills needed to 
protect and improve the environment; (iii) to 
create new patterns of behavior of individuals, 
groups and society as a whole towards the 
environment” (Ollerer, 2015, p.208.).

The climate induced threats have been 
briefly discussed but the question remains 
how humankind will react to the threats, what 
mitigation measures can reduce the effects 
and adaptive actions? “Ultimately, the scale of 
change and the severity of its impact strongly 

limate 
change is real and human activities, largely 
the release of polluting gases from burning 
fossil fuel (coal, oil, gas), is the main cause.” 
(UNEP, 2019)
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depends on the adaptive capacity of societies 
to the risks” (Weber and Stern, 2011, p.316). 
This variability in climate system likely 
brings severe consequences that threaten 
national peace and security.  It is very 
essential that early actions are initiated to 
avoid the risks of irreversible impacts.

Environmental Education is very 
important, and it is very vital that we are aware 
of our environment. Our activities everyday 
can make our environment weaker and more 
fragile. It leads to abnormal weather 
conditions and environmental degradation. 
“Prevention they say is better than cure”, 
when we become more concerned about our 
environment, our activities will focus on 
sustainable development, preserving it for the 
future generation. Environmental education 
can go beyond science and can be taken across 
various disciplines which can be embedded in 
school curriculum especially at primary and 
secondary level. “A stitch in time saves nine”. 
Environmental protection should be made 
priority in every sector to curb the human 
activities (anthropogenic) causes of climate 
variability. In activities that involve 
deforestation which contributes to about 11% 
of carbon dioxide (CO ) in the atmosphere 2

that causes extreme temperature, proper 
education on awareness on the importance of 
forest management and conservation should 
be embarked upon.

Government should make adequate 
provisions of alternatives to fuel wood 
consumption especially for the indigenous 
Gbagyi clan that makes fuel wood harvesting a 
vocation for private and commercial use. 

During urban development like construction of 
road and provision of basic amenities, every 
tree that will be removed for such development 
should be replaced (afforestation) because the 
trees act as carbon sinks that removes excess 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

Education is a key factor in promoting 
ethical approaches to environmental 
protection at the local level, people are being 
asked to alter their way of life, and help them, 
in turn, to obtain better conditions of well-
being (Palmer, 2002, p.147). As such, it 
contributes to enhancing bottom-up solutions 
to a global problem that cannot be addressed 
by elites. Climate change in ethical terms 
means that everyone's behaviorur counts and 
contributes indirectly to influencing the 
trends of environmental system. (Palmer, 
2002, p.148). The benefits of a sustainable 
environments are enormous hence our actions 
on the environment must be guided in a 
sustainable way.

Environmental Education as a Tool for a 
Sustainable Peace and Security

Our environment is degenerating into a 
state of disrepair due to human activities. The 
damage is manifesting both globally and 
regionally and the UNFCCC activities through 
“Conference of Parties”have been on the 
forefront for international climate change 
cooperation. The Paris agreement 2015 is one of 
the global efforts taken on climate change. 
Nations agreed to a legally binding commitment 
in Paris that will limit global temperature rise to 
no more than 2°C (UNEP, 2020). Policy linkages 
among regional, national, and sub-national 
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climate policies offer potential climate change 
mitigation and adaptation benefits (IPCC, 2014). 
To build a sustainable environment, it is 
obligatory to have a sound environmental 
education to raise people's and societies 
consciousness on environmental use and best 
practices. Environmental education on global 
warming and climate change involves; (a) 
Education on mitigation (b) Education on 
adaptation (c) Education for disaster risk 
management and (d) Education for sustainable 
development.

Education on Mitigation: 
This will involve mitigation measures 

on; (a) Energy (b) Transportation (c) Industry 
(d) Agriculture and Land use and (e) 
Building/Infrastructure. One mitigation 
measure needed to reduce emission that 
causes global warming which destabilizes our 
climate system is reducing deforestation and 
forest degradation. Deforestation and forest 
degradation through agricultural expansion, 
conversion to pasture, infrastructure 
development, destructive logging, fires and 
among others account for nearly 17 per cent of 
global greenhouse gas emissions, more than 
the entire global transport sector and second 
only to the energy sector (UNEP, 2011). With 
this evidence, stabilization of the global 

0temperature below 2 celcius is very essential 
but requires sustainable use of the forest 
resources. Our forests act as carbon sinks 
particularly the Mangroves and Peat lands that 
store as much as 1-5 times as carbon in their 
roots than the one stored in the biomass of trees 
above the ground. They absorb the excess 

carbon dioxide (CO ) that is trapped in the 2

atmosphere. Deforestation contributes to 11% 
of global annual greenhouse gas emission, so 
the problem of illegal logging, fuelwood 
consumption, urbanization and development 
that contributes to forests degradation 
especially the mangroves and peat lands should 
be handled rightly to manage and conserve our 
forest. This is needed keep to the agreement 
reached in December 2015 at climate change 
summit (COP21) to keep global temperature 

?below 2 C.

Education on Adaptation: 
Climate change impacts on lives of 

people and communities alter their livelihood. 
Engaging in adaptation strategy awareness 
creation can assist in minimising their 
vulnerability and improve their adaptive 
capacity. It increases their consciousness on 
potential dangers and helps them take 
proactive measures or decisions on their 
future. Weather dependent communities will 
make effective use of their farming season and 
adaptive crops to use at any point in time. 
Weather forecasts and predictions by Nigerian 
Meteorological Agency (NIMET) is a good 
example of this type of awareness.  Climate 
change induced threats need to be nicked at 
the bud to avert possible violence that brings 
disunity among citizens. These climatic 
challenges, if unaddressed, could throw 
already stressed resources such as land and 
water into more chaos (Odoh and Chilaka, 
2012, p.117). Inadequate response to this 
resource scarcity will result in negative effects 
such as diseases, deprivation, joblessness and 

30 By Chikaodili Arinze Orakwue



poverty that can be a driver to further violence 
(Sayne, 2011, p.1). Indeed, in a few conflict-
prone spots such as the Niger Delta and the 
arid northeast, this sequence is probably 
playing out on a limited scale already (Sayne, 
2011, p.2). The possibility of violence conflict 
caused by climate change is imminent in 
Nigeria and a proactive adaptation strategy is 
essential to build the resilience of vulnerable 
communities.

Education for Disaster Risk Reduction:  
When extreme and non-extreme 

physical events such as floods, drought, cyclone, 
etc affect elements of human system in an 
adverse manner, it assumes the characteristics of 
hazards. The hazard in this contest is the potential 
occurrence of a natural or human induced 
physical event such as climate change that affects 
human well beings and security impacting on 
resources that to supports lives. (Lavell et al, 
2012, p.43). These potential adverse events lead 
to loss of lives, injury, damage to properties and 
infrastructures, livelihoods and environmental 
resources (Field et al, 2012, p.9).  The social and 
environmental resources become vulnerable to 
disaster risks. Vulnerability as defined by 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is 
“the degree to which a system is susceptible to 
and unable to cope with the adverse effects of 
climate change” (IPCC, 2014).  Strategic 
disaster risk management through government 
police and practice, the use local knowledge and 
community participationn with actions that 
supports bottom -top approach are very critical in 
disaster risk reduction. One of these approaches 
is education on disaster risk management, 

awareness creation on ways to mitigate the 
risks, coping strategies and building resilience 
of such communities to reduce risks. Proactive 
measures that prepare individuals and 
communities for worst case scenarios. When an 
imminent hazard lacks preparedness, it leads to 
disaster but with education and awareness, 
there will be preparedness and planning that 
eventually reduce risks. 

Education for Sustainable Development: 
This involves creating awareness on 

principles and value that undermine efficient 
management of resources that will not 
jeopardize the future. The United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals SDG became 
a framework for a more workable future with 
SDG Goal 13 specifically advocating for a 
climate action. An action that requires 
cooperation as seen in COP 21 and Paris 
Agreement of 2015 where heads of states of 
over 100 countries converged for a climate 
change convention and agreed to reduce 
emission and stabilize the global temperature 

0 0
by 2 C and possibly 1.5 C.  Goal 14 and 15 
seeks careful management of life below water 
and life on land for sustainable future. 
Resources such as ocean, seas, marine, 
ecosystems, forests should be protected and 
managed sustainably because they are very 
critical to human survival.  Our planet is under 
attack through anthropogenic activities that 
causes human induced climate change and 
thereby requires extensive knowledge of the 
SDG's for transformative future. The former 
Director of UNESCO Irina Bokova under the 
hashtag “#TeachSDGs” stated that “there is 
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no more powerful transformative force than 
education to promote human rights and 
dignity, to eradicate poverty and deepen 
sustainability, to build a better future for all, 
founded on equal rights and social justice, 
respect for cultural diversity, and international 
solidarity and shared responsibility, all of 
which are fundamental aspects of our common 
humanity” (UNESCO, 2015,p.4) The youths 
and young people can become catalyst for 
social, cultural, and technological innovation 
that can shape lifestyle and create a positive 
change for a sustainable future. 

Conclusion
The Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change has provided a deeper 
knowledge of the science of climate change 
which is caused by both natural and 
anthropogenic factors. These factors increase 
atmospheric temperature due to high 
concentration of greenhouse gases GHG that 
causes global  warming.  The GHG 
concentrat ion has  increased at  an 
unprecedented level which then requires 
action that will mitigate the impacts of the 
unprecedented events and necessitates action 
for coping with the effects. The effect is a threat 
to basic elements of life such as water, food 
production, health and the environment thereby 
exposing people to risks and hazards.  Nigeria's 
climate is already experiencing these changes 
(extreme temperature and low precipitation) 
exacerbating desertification and water scarcity 
in the northern region of Nigeria, rainstorms 
and rise in sea level causing flooding in the 
southern region with negative effects such as 

poverty, poor health, food insecurity increased 
migration and conflict. 

Man is an essential part of the 
environment, an attachment to the climate 
system that consists of his culture and 
biophysical environment. It is imperative that 
he has a good knowledge about the system 
because of his capability to change the 
interrelation that exists in the system. 
Interacting with the environment biophysical 
environment through culture accord him the 
needed goods and services. The concept of 
Environmental Education EE gives man the 
oppor tuni ty  about  h is  b iophysica l  
environmental and its associated problem 
then enable him to create possible strategies in 
overcoming the problems associated with the 
environments such as climate change and 
works for its sustainability. Environmental 
education informs how natural environment 
works and how humans should manage 
ecosystem to sustain the environment. In 
addressing climate change challenges, skills, 
knowledge, awareness, and behavioral attitudes 
necessary to keep the environment safe are 
required. Environmental Protection is 
everybody's responsibility and as such 
environmental education needs the most priority.

The paper recommends mainstreaming 
environmental education into the school 
curriculum especially at primary and secondary 
level, imbibing into the young ones the culture 
of protecting their environment at all levels and 
the phrase “Catch them Young” will be 
beneficial here. They will develop knowledge 
needed to prevent human activities that causes 
environmental degradation and promote and 
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improve quality of life for sustainable 
development.Every individual must be 
prepared to save the environment for a 
sustainable future, and it should be a continuous 
and collective process. EE through awareness 
creation that will give farmers the knowledge of 
embracing sustainable agricultural practices 
that will help protect our ecosystem.  
Government should strengthen institutions 
mandated to maintain good environmental 
standard like NESRA (Nigeria Environmental 
Standard Regulation Agency) to enforce 

government policy on environmental standards 
for protection and sustainable development. 
Media campaign on the importance of tree 
planting that will restore degraded environment 
and rapid desert encroachment is required and 
provision of alternative energy for household 
cooking is essential to reduce fuel wood use and 
reduce deforestation. International cooperation 
for technology transfer that will improve 
Nigeria's adaptive capacity should be embraced 
and encouraged.
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Abstract

This study examined the unending, expanding, and ever-growing conflicts 
between herdsmen and farmers in North Central Nigeria occasioned by climate 
change and desertification and its overall impact on the region. The paper used 
secondary sources or means of data collection where data were sourced from 
articles written which appeared in academic journals, seminar papers, 
symposiums, unpublished articles, among others that are related to the subject. 
Relying on these secondary data and benefiting from the frustration-aggression 
theory, the work shows that the conflicts between these actors although may not 
be rooted in history, yet its impact has been very monumental as lives and 
properties are being lost. Furthermore, the paper discovered that concerted effort 
has been put in place especially by governmental actors towards the resolution of 
the crisis, however, it was discovered that little or not much has been achieved in 
resolving these conflicts rather it is growing in limbs and bounds. Based on the 
following, therefore, we recommend that the current breakdown of social, 
economic, and political relations between the two groups has not gone so far that 
it cannot be reversed. With clear and targeted engagement on the drivers of 
conflict in Nigeria, with the full support of state and non-state actors, violence 
between farmers and herders can be prevented.

Climate Change, Desertification and Farmers-herder Conflict in North 
Central Nigeria: An Impact Analysis

By  Agaba Halidu &  Zekeri Abdullahi

Introduction
One of the challenges facing mankind 

in the contemporary world is that of climate 
change. It has become a global problem or 
challenge that is affecting every facet of 
human life because man depends on his 

environment for existence and sustenance 
such that man's life is shaped by his 
environment. Therefore, the world continues 
to be under the threat of climate change 
problems like global warming, greenhouse 
gas effects, flooding, acid rain typhoons, 

Key Words: Climate Change, Desertification conflict, Herdsmen and Farmers



rising sea levels, rising sea temperatures 
resulting in depletion of marine organisms, 
earthquakes, wind storms, land, and 
mudslides, desertification, tsunami, erosion, 
volcanic activities, hurricanes, and pollution. 
Further, the change in climate such as 
depletion in the ozone layer has led to the heat 
wave, dryness of the rivers, and lack of 
pastures for cattle to graze amongst others and 
have made life uncomfortable for the people 
(Beyioku, 2018 & Udeh, 2019). Discussing 
the consequences of a warmer climate, 
desertification, increasingly intense, frequent, 
and unpredictable weather extremes, the 
International Committee on Red Cross (ICRC) 
(2019) argue that higher temperatures and heat 
waves have caused erratic rainfall and violent 
storms, washed away soil, harvests, and 
infrastructure, led to extended droughts, 
desertification, rising sea levels and ocean 
acidification, soil solemnization, disrupted 
seasons and endangered people's lives. Climate 
Change has also threatened access to food, 
water, and essential services put physical and 
mental health at risk, and jeopardize arduously 
achieved development milestones. It was in this 
regard that the World Health Organization has 
warned that fifty years of progress in public 
health are under threat, and along with several 
other UN agencies, and raised the alarm that 
after decades of decline in levels of hunger, 
food insecurity is on the rise. To this end, ICRC 
(2019) warned that the number of people in 
need of humanitarian assistance could double 
by 2050, due (although not all) to the climate 
crisis. The argument here is that the 
consequences of climate change can be far-

reaching, as they can shape people's daily lives 
across countries and continents by influencing 
mobility, patterns of transhumance, or the 
availability of resources. For people enduring 
the hardship caused by armed conflict, 
characterized not only by violence but also by 
weak institutions and essential services, 
economic downturns, and the marginalization 
of certain communities, climate change only 
makes matters worse. Conflict may hinder 
people's usual coping mechanisms, while the 
actual conduct of hostilities may cause lasting 
damage to the environment on which people 
rely to survive, further limiting their adaptive 
capacity (ICRC, 2019)

As a result of these changes in climatic 
condition, one of the resultant effects 
especially in the West African sub-region and 
in Nigeria in particular has been that of violent 
conflict between herder men who go about 
their business of searching for pasture and 
water for their animals and farmers who 
cultivate the land for a living. Violent 
confrontations between farmers and herders 
in Benue State in Nigeria as a case in point, 
occasioned by climate variability and 
environmental  degradation shif t ing 
pastoralist migratory patterns and increased 
tensions between farmers and herders have 
been one of the major and toning issues in the 
body polity of the nation as this has led to the 
deaths, forced displacement, and migration, 
erosion of inter-communal relationships, as 
well as the destruction of agricultural and 
livestock outputs. As reported by Kwaja and 
Ademola-Adelhin, (2018), more than 6,000 
people have been killed and over 62,000 
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people have been displaced in Benue and 
other states in North central Nigeria like 
Kaduna, Nasarawa, and Plateau.

In an attempt to deal with this problem 
of violent conflict between herdsmen and 
farmers in North Central Nigeria occasioned 
by climate change, several measures have 
been put in placeand decisions taken by both 
the Federal government, affected states, and 
Civil Society Organizations. It is worthy of 
note that despite the measures taken, the 
herdsmen-farmers conflicts have remained 
unabated and expanding in scope as it is now 
engulfing the southern part of the nation. To 
this end, the trust of this paper, therefore, is to 
examine how climate change leading to 
desertification has led to herders- farmers 
conflict in this region, the level of effect of this 
conflict, and what can be done to complement 
other failed efforts in addressing the conflicts.

Conceptual Clarification
Desertification: The phenomenon 

known as desertification has received 
widespread attention. Glatntz & Orlovsky 
(1984) posit that it is an aspect of the 
widespread deterioration of ecosystems that 
have diminished or destroyed the biological 
potential, i.e. plant and animal production, for 
multiple use purposes at a time when 
increased productivity is needed to support 
growing populations in quest of development. 
To bullock (2005) on the other hand see 
desertification as the process of ecological 
degradation by which economically 
productive land becomes less productive, in 
some cases leading to the development of a 

desert-like landscape. In a related 
development, Varghese & Sing (2019) gives a 
deeper insight into the concept when they 
argued that desertification is land degradation 
in arid, semi-arid, and dry sub-humid areas 
resulting from various factors, including 
climatic variations and human activities. While 
contributing to the conceptual discussion of 
desertification and citing Rozanov (1982), 
Middleton (1996), Katyal, Jagdish & Paul 
(2002), argued that desertification is seen to be 
a process of "irreversible change of soil and 
vegetation of dry land in the direction of 
iridizations" culminating in the "conversion of 
land into desert.

Climate Change: Just like the concept 
of desertification and any other social science 
concept, this concept has received a plethora of 
interpretations. To this end, the Canadian 
Centre for Climate Change (CCCC) (nd) sees 
climate change as a long-term shift in the 
average weather conditions of a region, such as 
its typical temperature, rainfall, and windiness. 
To CCC(nd) climate change therefore can be 
seen as the global phenomenon of climate 
transformation characterized by the changes in 
the usual climate of the planet (regarding 
temperature, Precipitation, and wind) that are 
especially caused by human activities. What 
this therefore means is that as a result of 
unbalancing the weather of earth, the 
sustainability of the planet's ecosystems is 
under threat, as well as the future of humankind 
and the instability of the global economy.

Holly's (2016) sees climate change as 
a long-term change in the average weather 
patterns that have come to define earth's local, 
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regional and global climates. To him, these 
changes have a broad range of observed 
effects that are synonymous with the term. 
According to Holly's (2016) therefore, 
changes observed in Earth's climate since the 
early 20th century are primarily driven by 
human activities, particularly fossil fuel 
burning, which increases heat-trapping 
greenhouse gas levels in Earth's atmosphere, 
raising Earth's average surface temperature. 
These human-produced temperature 
increases are commonly referred to as global 
warming. Holly's (2016) further argued that 
natural processes can also contribute to 
climate change, including internal variability 
(e.g., cyclical ocean patterns like El Niño, La 
Niña, and the Pacific Decadal Oscillation) and 
external forcing (e.g., volcanic activity, 
changes in the Sun's energy output, and 
variations in Earth's orbit). He concluded that 
scientists use observations from the ground, 
air, and space, along with what to monitor and 
study past, present, and future climate change.

Whatever the shed of opinion in the 
conceptualization of climate change, it is very 
clear that climate change is already 
challenging and can further challenge our 
societies. With the increase in temperatures in 
some countries, especially in Equatorial 
regions, the flow of climate refugees is 
changing and increasing, putting pressure on 
other countries to host them, help them strive, 
and overcome political barriers.

Conflict: The term conflict is derived 
etymologically from the Latin verb confligere 
(to clash, engage in a fight). It refers to a 
confrontation between individuals or a group 

resulting from opposite or incompatible ends 
or means (Adeniji, Agaba & Jacob, 2015). 
Further, conflict is also seen as an antagonistic 
situation or adversarial process between at 
least two individuals or collective actors over 
means or ends such as resources, power, 
status, values, goals, relations, or interest. The 
range of outcomes includes victory, defeat, 
domination, surrender, neutralization, 
conversion, coercion, injury or destruction 
and elimination of opposite party, or the 
solution, settlement, or transformation of 
conflict issue (Adeniji, Agaba & Jacob, 2015) 
Conflict is therefore the actual or perceived 
opposition of needs, values, and interests. It is 
part of the society as long as social relation 
continues to exist. This is on the ground that 
man in society is always driven by desires, 
needs and is value-laden as well. This explains 
the rationale behind disagreement, fight 
among others in society.

Coser (1956:8) on the other hand 
defines conflict as the struggle overvalues or 
claims of status, power, and scarce resources 
in which the aims of the group or individuals 
involved are not only to obtain the desired 
values but to neutralize, injure or eliminate 
rivals. Maiese (2003) cited in Agaba (2011) 
provides another dimension to the study of 
conflict. He argued that some conflicts are 
intractable, thus remain unresolved for long 
periods and this involved many parties and 
concern intricate set historical, religious, 
cultural, political, and economic issues. 
According to him, intractable conflicts have 
distinguishing characteristics and features. 
These include the existence of mutual fear 
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among conflicting groups, the perception of 
threat that pervades the everyday life of the 
people. To Ogbu (2004:5) cited Agaba (2011), 
conflict arises where the gap between the 
privileged few and less-privileged masses is 
very privileged and intolerable. The masses 
become alienated and disenchanted, with 
legally conflicted authorities. This may spark 
off internal uprising and social interest.

The above is the same in both developed 
and developing societies. It has been observed 
that in all societies either in developing or 
developed societies the existence of such a gap 
creates room for the eruption of internal disorder 
and conflict. Therefore social injustice and gross 
inequality, general discontent as well inability to 
satisfy one's deserved needs breeds conflict and 
revolution anywhere in the world. That is why 
Dauda (1995) posits that competition for scarce 
resources has been the reason to have accounted 
for ethnic conflict and violence in Africa.

Herders:  These are nomadic 
pastoralists who are mainly Fulanis, one of the 
ethnic groups in Northern Nigeria (Alom & 
Keghku, 2019). Their main preoccupation is 
the rearing of livestock (cattle, sheep, and 
donkey). For this work, the argument of Aliyu, 
Ikedinma & Akinwande(2018) is apt where 
they see herdsmen as people who rear livestock 
and most of the Fulani extraction. The 
particular group in this study is the transhumant 
category and not the sedentary type.

Farmers: Farmers till the land and 
cultivate all kinds of crops for either cash or 
consumption. Farmers in Nigeria are found in 
every part of the country. Most Nigerians are 
farmers-small scale (peasant) farming or large 

scale Farmers belong to virtually all ethnic 
groups in Nigeria (Alom & Keghku, 2019). 
For this study, farmers mean only those who 
cultivate the land for plant production. Most 
of these people are indigenous members of the 
community where they reside. In Nigeria, 
they are found in almost all the rural settings 
and cultivate at a subsistent level (Aliyu, 
Ikedinma & Akinwande, 2018).

Theoretical Framework
This study benefits from the 

frustration-aggression Theory. This theory or 
hypothesis was introduced by a group of Yale 
University psychologists—John Dollard, 
Leonard Doob, Neal Miller, O.H. Mowrer, and 
Robert Sears—in an important monograph, 
Frustration, and Aggression (1939), in which 
they integrated ideas and findings from several 
disciplines, especially sociology, anthropology, 
and psychology (John & Avital,2017). This 
theory contends that the reason for the display 
of aggression by people is the feeling of not 
being able to completely get what they deserve. 
The theory assumes that (a) frustration always 
produces an aggressive urge and (b) aggression 
is always the result of prior frustrations. Neal E. 
Miller, one of the proponents of this theory, 
later noted that frustration can lead to several 
kinds of actions but maintained that the urge to 
aggression will become more dominant as the 
thwarting continues. In 1989, U.S. 
psychologist Leonard Berkowitz (1926–) 
proposed that the frustration must be decidedly 
unpleasant to evoke an aggressive urge. This 
t h e o r y  i s  a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  
aggression–frustration hypothesis.
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Therefore, where expectation does not 
meet attainment, there is a high likelihood for the 
aggrieved party to confront anybody they feel is 
responsible for their inability to attain their desires 
(Aliyu, Ikedinma & Akinwande, 2018). Relating 
the theory to conflict especially to the subject 
matter, the theory provides explanations that since 
resources remain scarce and the quest to acquire or 
even takeover control exist, the farmers who feel 
challenged get frustrated and attempt to resist in 
defense while those herders feel frustrated too as 
they do not see better alternatives.

Methodology
The work relied on secondary data. The 

data were collected from empirical work and 
findings done on the subject matter and from 
magazines, textbooks, monographs, journal 
articles, seminar papers, and symposiums that 
directly or indirectly related to the subject 
matter. The reason for using the secondary 
method of data collection is based on the fact a 
lot of secondary data exist including empirical 
works on the subject and such works have been 
concluded. Therefore, since the objective of the 
work is to analyze the impact of climate change 
and desertification on Farmer- Herders conflict 
in North Central, we believe that the existing 
secondary data on the subject matter will 
suffice. Data collected were analyzed using the 
content analysis method.

Climate Change and Depleting Farming 
Space as Causes of Herdsmen – Farmers 
Conflict in Nigeria

Several factors have contributed to the 
conflict between farmers and herdsmen in 

North Central Nigeria, but this work or paper 
as the case maybe focuses on the factors of 
climate change and depleting arable land for 
farming land.

Climate Change
Climate is a critical factor in the 

activities of herdsmen and farmers in Nigeria. 
The changing climatic condition, generally 
referred to as global warming, is no doubt 
taking a toll on the survival of herdsmen and 
farmers' businesses in Nigeria. The desert 
encroachment from the Sahara towards the 
Sahel region and with the continued shrinking 
of the Lake Chad which and other associated 
climatic conditions have continued to affect 
the livelihood of herdsmen as they push 
further south in search of available space, 
pitching them against farmers and host 
communities (Egbuta,2018). This argument 
as to climate being responsible for herdsmen-
farmers conflict is well captured by Flamik 
(2018:1) when he asserted that in the north-
east, the number of rain days has dropped by 
over 50%, while erratic rainfall and 
temperatures have increased in the north-
west…changing precipitation patterns are 
reducing crop yields for farmers and 
disrupting water supplies for herdsmen, 
significantly altering traditional practices and 
leaving many farms and villages abandoned.

Due to land scarcity, herders are 
permanently relocating to areas that are 
already inhabited by farmers in southern 
Nigeria. Fulani herdsmen and farmers now 
compete over scarce fertile land, furthering 
tension and violence between the two groups. 
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Herdsmen and farmers are resorting to 
violence to maintain their livelihoods.

Depleting Space for Farming
At independence in 1960, the Nigerian 

population stood at about 35 million people 
but now is around 200 million. Population 
increase of this magnitude also means a 
geometric increase in the demand for food 
products as a basic human need. This also 
implies an increase in the quest for farming 
s p a c e  f o r  f a r m e r s .  C o n v e r s e l y,  
industrialization and urbanization have 
continued to claim all available land, leaving 
little or nothing for farmers' survival. The 
cont inued  movement  of  herdsmen 
southwards in search of pasture for their 
animals has pitched them against farmers, 
eventually leading to conflict and destruction. 
(Egbuta, 2018).

Climate Change, Desertification and 
Violent Farmers – Herders Conflict in 
North Central

History has shown that years before 
the event under study, farmers and herders in 
Nigeria had a harmonious and symbiotic 
relationship. In this cordial relationship, it 
was common and usual to see herders' cattle 
fertilize the farmers' soil in exchange for 
grazing rights. In case of disputes arising from 
or damage to crops by wandering animals, this 
was resolved by the village head or the 
herders' leader. Things however changed with 
time, this cordial relationship turned frosty 
especially when the local dispute resolution 
system was replaced by both institutions, 

which were both suspected, because of police 
corruption, and the alien nature of the court 
system to the people. These institutions were 
hated and not essentially welcomed by the 
people (International Crisis Group (2017) 
cited in Essay UK (2018). The foregoing 
development therefore coupled with several 
other factors, such as the scarcity of water and 
land as a result of drought and desertification 
and diminishing grazing reserves among 
others, have all combined led to violent 
conflict between herders and farmers.

As from 2012, herdsmen and farmers' 
clashes escalated and assumed dangerous 
dimensions, and what hitherto were 
unplanned attacks have become deliberate 
and calculated campaigns in which marauders 
often take villages by surprise at night. This 
has resulted in the deaths of scores of

 people, raping of girls and women, 
and the burning of villages and farms. For 
example in Plateau state, Benue state, 
Nasarawa State, Adamawa state, and Taraba 
state, between September 2017 and June 2018 
the Nigerian herders and farmers conflict 
have resulted in the death of about 1500 
people, and the displacement of over 300,000 
people who are now living as internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in Nigeria (Kwaja& 
Ademola-Adelehin,2018). In April 2018 at 
least seven children were said to have died 
from an outbreak of measles at the Abagena 
camp, Markudi, and some other have been 
reported to have died of malaria and diarrhea 
(International Crisis Group, 2017). The 
International Crisis Group's argument on 
herdsmen-farmers conflicts is substantiated 
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by Aliyu, Ikedinma & Kolawole,(2018) when 
from an empirical work on the subject matter 
entitled, Assessment of the Effect of Farmer-
Herdsmen Conflicts and National Integration 
in Nigeria which was published in 

International Journal of Humanities and 
Social Science profiled instances of farmers 
and herders clashed in Nigeria especially 
from 2014. Below is the profile:

Another interesting chronicle on the 
subject matter is provided by Seun(2018). The 
table is presented below:

Selected Cases of incessant bloody 
clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and 
local farmers in North Central Nigeria Nigeria
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Table 1: A snippet of Attacks as result of farmer-herders conflict in North Central Nigeria

Date Places  Causalities  

April 5, 2014 Galadima village  Community leaders and over

  200 residents were killed with

  unknown number seriously  

  injured.  

February18, 2016 Okokolo village in Agatu  Five persons killed and  

 Local Govt. Area of Benue  properties destroyed.  

 State   

March 5,2016 Alla, Akwu, Adagbo,  About 500 persons killed,  

 Okokolo, Odugbento,  many people injured and  

 Ogbaulu, Egba and Obaganji  properties worth millions of  

 communities in Agatu Local  naira destroyed.  

 Govt.   

April 12, 2017 Two villages in Gashaka  About 15 persons were killed.

 Local Govt. Area of Taraba   

 state   

Source: Researchers compiled data, 2020
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Gowen, Guma, Tiv-Guma, 
Tse Abatse andTse Yoo, Tarok-Wase, 
Barkin-Ladi, Eguma-Agalie,  Agatu,  
Guma,  Tiv,  Soja  Patali, Amenbo  village,  
Agatu,  Buruku,  Guma,Gwer-West,  
Logo,  Kwande,  Gwer-East, Katsina-Ala, 
Odugbeho Agatu,Idele,Guma ,  Gwer-East,  
Buruku,  Gwer-West,

Name of community attacked (State)   No. Of
people
killed

  Source / Date  

    

    

Beye  and  Beryen,  Beron,  
Tusung-Barkin, Mazah, Tarok, 
Riyon-Barkin Ladin, Bokkos,
Dogo na Hauwa, Riyom, Barkin 
Ladi, Jos North, Jos South, Jos East, 
Mangu, Bassa,Kwata, Kuru 
(Plateau State)

    

 

657

  

March, 2010 and 
December, 2015

    

    

      

Over 
2000

 

February, 2011 and 
January, 2018

 
    

    

    

      

     

     
Ucha Nyiev, Ega Adapati, Ikpele, 
Okpopolo (Benue State) Akpanaja 
Ondori  Rukubi-Doma,Udeni Gida, 
Doma, Eggon, Eggons, Tivs, Alago,
Agatu (Nasarawa State)

   

     

Over 205 February, 2011 and August, 2016

Jukun,  Wukari,  Majehuku  and  
Zandukwu, Dori and Mesuma, 
Gasaka, (Taraba State)

 97 January, 2013 and April, 2016

   

Egbe (Kogi)
   

5
 

April, 2013
 

Tiv (Benue and Nasarawa Border)
  

23
 

May, 2013
 

Atakar  and Zandang,  Kirim,  Zagar,  
and Zandyan, Ambie Village, Paa Village, 

Over 
400  

October,  2013  and
December, 2017

   Unguwan Dauda (Kaduna State)
Tse Chia, TseNhumbe, Deghkia,
Ngorukgan (Abuja)     

    

September, 2015

Source: Author’s compilation 2020



Commenting also on this issue of 

climate change, desertification, and violent 

conflict between farmers and herdsmen in 

North-Central Nigeria, Tativ and Zhasha 

(2020) submits that as of 16th, March 2018, a 

cumulative fatality of 149 people including 

women and children were recorded in violent 

confrontations and attacks arising from the 

Farmers-Herdsmen conflicts in Plateau, 

Benue and Kogi States. According to them, 

several people were allegedly injured with 

houses burnt down during the incidents. 

Residents were forced to abandon their 

ancestral homes to seek refuge in neighboring 

communities and States for fear of attacks and 

safety. In a similar vein, records show that 

between 2nd to14th March 2018, 74 people 

including four security personnel (Military 

Personnel and Police Officers) were reported 

dead with several others injured including 

security operatives and local Vigilante 

members in violent attacks carried out in 

Bokkos and Bassa LGA's of Plateau State 

some reports indicate that the Military 

Personnel were killed by suspected herdsmen 

while responding to a distress call of the clash 

between community members and herdsmen 

at Rafiki Village, Bassa LGA of the State 

(Tativ and Zhasha, 2020). Tativ and 

Zhasha(2020) however argued that a counter 

statement emerged from the Miyetti Allah 

Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria 

(MACBAN) claiming that five (5) Fulani 

Herdsmen were killed with over 150 houses 

burnt down in the State. To this end, 

allegations of attacks and killings with cattle 

rustling have largely been attributed to 

reprisal attacks. These attacks triggered 

peaceful protests from Irigwe community 

women in Miango District, Bassa LGA, 

against the killings of women and children 

during attacks in Miango Villages. The 

affected communities in Plateau State 

include; Nzharuvo, Rotsu, Dundu, Rafiki, 

Dong, and Dutse Kura in Bassa LGA and 

Ganda community in Bokkos LGA. Similarly, 

between 3 rd to 14th March 2018, thirty-three 

people including two Police Officers were 

also reportedly shot dead in attacks by 

suspected armed herdsmen in Omosu-

Edimoga community, Okpokwu LGA; 

Umenger, Tse Orogbo, & Tse I gbe 

communities in Guma LGA, Benue State 

(Akase, 2018) in Tativ & Zhasha (2020).

Furthermore, there were other 

incidents of violent conflict between farmers 

and herdsmen. On the 12th March 2018, it was 

reported that four people including three 

farmers, and the communal clash occurred 

when farmers demanded that the herdsmen 

vacate their farmlands. Another report of 

coordinated attacks by suspected armed 

herdsmen in Oganienugwu, Iyale and Ikende 

communities, Dekina LGA and Abejukolo, 

Obakume and Agbenema communities, 

Omala LGA, Kogi State (From 13th -15th 

March 2018) claimed the lives of 32 people, 

20 houses razed by fire and many others 
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demolished in the violent incidents. On the 

16th March 2018, five people were reportedly 

killed with twelve others injured in attacks 

carried out by suspected armed herdsmen 

along Ugboha Amedokhian road, near 

Leprosy camp in Ugboha Community, Esan 

South-East LGA and Odiguete Village, Ovia 

North-East of Edo State (Adamu, 2018) in 

Tativ & Zhasha (2020).

The above profile may not be 

exhaustive as the research may not have 

captured the entire cases or instances of 

herdsmen-farmers conflicts in North –Central 

Nigeria, but one thing remains clear about 

herders-farmers conflict in Nigeria; though 

not having a long history, has had a 

monumental impact on the lives of people in 

the region as demonstrated above. These lost 

count and effect cut across every state and 

communities that have experienced these 

conflicts, but time and space will fail us to 

mention them.

The Implications of Herdsmen and 

farmers Crisis in North –Central Nigeria

The ongoing violent conflict between 

the Fulani and farmers in the North Central 

part of Nigeria occasioned by climatic 

changes and desertification has reaching 

implications for the States concerned and the 

Nigerian state in general.

The first of these implications have to 

do with food security. In all the States under 

consideration, the instability caused by the 

incessant conflict leads to food shortages for 

communities that depend on subsistence 

farming (Vande & Jooji, 2019). It is no longer 

news that herdsmen are now in the habit of 

pushing their herds to eat up crops of farmers. 

This means a shortage of food for indigenous 

farming communities that substantially 

depend on subsistence farming for survival.

The point being made here is that this 

conflict, that is the clashes between herdsmen 

and farmers are the destruction of lives and 

farmlands, which has become a major threat 

to the nation's food production. Some of the 

food-producing states in North Central 

Nigeria experiencing this sort of clashes have 

experienced the heavy loss of lives and 

property. Such loss of lives has adversely 

affected farming activities and other related 

businesses and socio-economic activities, 

resulting in a drastic reduction in farm 

outputs, and thus, heightening the fear of 

hunger. Already, most farmers in the affected 

states have abandoned farms and schools for 

the fear of being attacked by the Fulani 

herdsmen. For once predominant farming 

communities, the agricultural occupation is 

no longer a business as usual. Too many 

farmers have been displaced and dispossessed 

of their farms by armed Fulani herdsmen.

Agricultural development experts are 

unanimous in their predictions that the gains 

recorded in the agricultural sector of the 

economy, especially in the area of food 

production, may suffer a serious setback as a 
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result of the negative effects of clashes with 

Fulani herdsmen. Currently, virtually all 

states in North –Central Nigeria have been 

affected by the rampaging Fulani herdsmen. 

The effects of the sustained Fulani herdsmen 

crisis in the affected localities have led to 

farmers' reluctance to go back to their farms, 

even as the current farming season goes on.

Local farmers have fled, leaving their 

farms unharnessed and fallow, thereby 

subjecting farms to unwarranted grazing by the 

Fulani herdsmen. The resultant effect of these 

crippling factors is that the productivity of 

businesses will be receded, poverty will be 

more manifest, social dislocation and 

population displacement, as well as the 

disruption of family and communal life, will 

become more pronounced, all of which will 

inadvertently increase crimerates (Seun,2018)

Furthermore, the violent conflict 

contributed to frustrate the attainment of 

Millennium Development Goals as many 

families displaced can no longer send their 

children to school. Moreover, homes are burnt 

and in some instances vandalized, and 

accessing medical services has become more 

challenging than ever. This means that many 

families in the North Central part of Nigeria 

are deprived of access to education, medical 

facilities, and the comfort of their homes 

(Vande & Jooji, 2019).

More so, the relationship between the 

security agents and communities also changes 

depending on the branch of the security forces 

the police are often perceived to have a better 

relationship with the farmers, whereas 

herdsmen are perceived to have better 

relationships with the military. In addition to 

fostering a widespread culture of impunity, 

these types of practices exacerbate feelings of 

persecution, provoke social divisions, and 

reinforce mistrust of security forces.

Again, the inability of the law 

enforcement agencies to check the 

proliferation of Small Arm and Light 

Weapons (SALW) worsens security situations 

in North- Central Nigeria (Odemwinge, 2014) 

in Vande & Jooji (2019). As they argued, the 

conflict highlights the prevalence of weapons 

in the hands of non-state actors in North- 

Central Nigeria. The cost of negligence in this 

regard is to be measured by the frightening 

number of persons that have been killed by 

herdsmen since January 2016 alone. Recently, 

soldiers of the Guards Brigade of the Nigerian 

Army arrested a truckload of herdsmen in 

Abuja. The herdsmen, according to the army, 

said they were on a mission to recover their 

stolen cows. Assorted ammunition, including 

pump-action rifles, was recovered from them. 

Although the army said the herdsmen were in 

custody, pending further investigations, it is 

worrisome that dangerous weapons, 

including high-caliber firearms, are in 

massive circulation among non-state actors 

who have been terrorizing citizens.

Aside from leaving huge casualty 

figures, these incursions also created 
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enormous refugee situations in the affected 

communities where the ancestral homes of the 

helpless victims are razed and most times 

occupied by the marauders. The terrorist 

attack by the herdsmen has precipitated an 

unprecedented phenomenon of internally 

displaced persons in Nigeria, with series of 

attendant problems for national security and 

development. In all the clashes, heavy 

casualties in human lives and properties are 

recorded on both sides. While the local 

farmers count losses in terms of houses and 

farm produce, the Fulani herdsmen are 

counting theirs in terms of cattle. Farms and 

schools in the affected areas have been 

overtaken with weeds and those that were 

ready for harvesting have been left unattended 

(Opejobi, 2016). According to the Governors 

Forum, "this will negatively affect the food 

supply of local farmers to all parts of the 

country since most of the local farmers have 

moved to safe places where they are not 

farming and are staying idle"Opejobi ( 2016) 

in Seun (2018).

Efforts Aimed at Resolving Herdsmen-

Farmers Conflict in North Central

Measures have been taken over time in 

an attempt of resolving herdsmen-farmers 

conflicts in Nigeria. The federal government 

for example in this regard has adopted 

measures in response to the escalating 

violence. These ranges from consultations 

between senior federal officials and 

administrators and residents of affected states 

to the deployment of additional police and 

military forces, the prosecution of those 

responsible for violence, schemes for "cattle 

colonies", or clusters of ranches with services 

for herders and, most recently, a National 

Livestock Transformation Plan.

Consultative Responses: Federal 

government officials – including Vice 

President Yemi Osinbajo, have undertaken 

fact-finding and consolation visits to conflict 

zones, but these trips have produced little 

effective preventive or deterrent action. 

Buhari and other senior federal officials have 

convened several consultations on ending the 

violence. On 18 January, the National 

Economic Council constituted a ten-person 

working committee, headed by Osinbajo. Its 

mandate includes stopping the killings, 

addressing impunity, and facilitating the 

government's long-term plan to resolve the 

herder-farmer resource contest. The 

committee has recommended enhanced 

military deployments in the worst-affected 

states and comprehensive dialogue with all 

parties involved in the conflict. These 

gestures are an improvement upon the 

seeming aloofness of the past, but their 

outcome is unclear. It remains to be seen 

whether  the  Osinbajo  commit tee ' s  

submissions will make a difference. In failing 

to stop the killings, the government is widely 

viewed not so much as lacking in ideas but as 

insufficiently determined to put them into 
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practice. Furthermore, consultations, 

however welcome, cannot be a substitute for 

concrete steps to end impunity (Dauda, 2020).

Creation of Grazing Reserves: 

In 1965, the northern regional 

government of Nigeria3 initiated one of the 

first attempts to respond to the crisis of 

pastoralism that was linked to emerging 

conflicts between farmers and herders in the 

country.

Establishment of the National Commission 

for Nomadic Education: 

The federal government established 

the National Commission for Nomadic 

Education (NCNE) in 1989 through Decree 

41. It is presently known as the Nomadic 

Education Act, Cap No. 20 Laws of the 

Federation.

Deployment of Security: 

The deployment of security agencies 

has been a dominant feature of the federal 

government's response to farmer-herder 

conflict. An example of this is Operation Safe 

Haven, Operation Wild Stroke, just to 

mention but two.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  G r a z i n g  R e s e r v e  

(Establishment) Bill 2016: 

In 2016, the National Assembly 

attempted to pass legislation to address 

conflicts between farmers and herders 

through the controversial National Grazing 

Reserve (Establishment) Bill 2016, which 

ultimately was not passed.

State-level Legislations Prohibiting Open 

Grazing: 

Benue State Government enacted the 

Open Grazing Prohibition and Ranches 

Establishment Law, 2017, on May 22, 2017, in 

response to the lingering conflict between 

farmers and herders in the state. Implementation 

of the law began on November 1, 2017

The Federal Government's Comprehensive 

Livestock Development Plan: 

In 2015, the Federal Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development 

(FMARD) formulated what was referred to as 

a "comprehensive livestock development 

plan." The plan was to address the lingering 

conflict between farmers and herders across 

the country and develop grazing reserves as 

well as cattle routes, through a review of the 

ex i s t i ng  p rog ram (Kwa ja ,2013  &  

Aganda,2017,) cited in Kwaja & Ademola-

Adelehin (2018). Sad enough, virtually, all 

these measures have yielded little and no 

result as the conflicts between these actors 

remain unabated and spreading to the 

southern part of the country.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This work examined the unending and 

growing herdsmen –Farmers conflict in North 
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Central Nigeria and as well as the various 

efforts put in place aimed at resolving the 

conflicts. It was discovered that despite these 

efforts, challenges remain. In light of this, we 

submit that there is a serious need to assess the 

effectiveness of these responses within the 

broader context of the state's responsibility to 

protect its citizens, as well as the ability of 

communities to build or strengthen their 

management of local conflicts. Farmers and 

herders have had relationships that were 

symbiotic and mutually beneficial for large 

periods of Nigeria's history.

The current breakdown of social, 

economic, and political relations between the 

two groups has not gone so far that it cannot be 

reversed. With clear and targeted engagement 

on the drivers of conflict in Nigeria, with the 

full support of state and non-state actors, 

violence between farmers and herders can be 

prevented and these should be: Both formal 

methods (police/courts) and informal 

methods (traditional leaders) of settling 

disputes between herders and farmers should 

be explored to restore normalcy in every crisis 

relating to herding and farming.

Mass orientation and education for 

herders and farmers on the existing no-open 

grazing laws in some states, grazing routes, 

and grazing reserves across the country 

should be strengthened to encourage 

obedience to the law and discourage the habit 

of trespassing by either party, which is often 

the cause of the feud.

Ranches should be created and leased 

to herders as a mark of non-ownership of land 

to address the fear of land usurpation in the 

long run. In addition, the ranches proposed by 

the Federal Government of Nigeria should be 

piloted in some affected states to be able to 

appraise its real potentials rather than 

rejecting it without subjecting it to any form of 

experimentation.
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Abstract

The creation of statesand administrative sub-units aimed at further developing 
rural areas in Nigeria has generated new challenges. Ethnic, religious, intra and 
inter-state boundary conflicts over land ownership and usage, mineral resources 
royalties and grazing rights between contiguous communities have become 
prevalent. These conflicts have resulted in loss of lives, destruction of property 
and internal displacements. This study examined boundary conflicts 
management strategies in Nigeria within the context of Adadama and Amagu 
communities border conflict between Cross River and Ebonyi states. Primary 
data for the study was generated from twenty-five key informant and in-depth 
interviews with relevant officers of government institutions including the 
National Boundary Commission, Office of the Surveyor-General of the 
Federation, Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution. Representatives of Cross 
River and Ebonyi states governments as well as community, women and youth 
leaders in the two communities. Secondary data for the study were retrieved from 
relevant publications.Findings indicate that institutional strategies for border 
conflicts management in Nigeria are strictly administrative mechanisms devoid 
of win-win outcomes which is the hallmark of conflict management. However, in 
the specific case of Adadama and Amagu, the two communities established an 
indigenous Peace Committee to manage grievances arising from the border 
dispute. The indigenous strategy enhanced tolerance and peaceful co-existence 
in the two communities.The study recommends hybridization of institutional and 
indigenous mechanisms in the management of border conflicts in Nigeria.

Introduction 
The internal boundaries of Nigeria 

have continued to change from 1914 starting 
with the amalgamation to creation of regions 
and states. In 1963, the Mid-Western region 
was created out of the then Western region. 

Four years later, a more drastic restructuring 
of the nation's borders was undertaken by the 
military administration of General Yakubu 
Gowon. This led to twelve states structure of 
Nigeria. Thereafter, another exercise of states 
creation was carried out in 1976 when General 
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Murtala Ramat Mohammed's administration 
introduced a nineteen states structure for 
Nigeria. In 1987 and 1991, two and nine 
additional states were created respectively by 
General Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida's 
administration. The regime of General Sani 
Abacha created another six new states in 1996, 
bringing to thirty-six the number of states in 
Nigeria excluding Abuja (the Federal Capital 
Territory of Nigeria). It should be noted that all 
the states creation exercises except that of 1963 
were carried out side by side with the creation 
of local government areas, chiefdoms, emirates 
etc. What emerged from the various states 
creation exercises in Nigeria are thirty-six 
states (excluding Abuja- the Federal Capital 
Territory), seven hundred and seventy four 
(774) local government areas, several districts, 
villages and community areas.

As states and local administrative 
units continued to be created, there grew with 
it conscious inclination by Nigerians towards 
'statism' at the expense of nationalism and 
patriotism leading to inter/intra state, 
inter/intra local government boundary 
conflicts and expansionists tendencies all in 
the quest for land and mineral resources. The 
scale and complexity of boundary conflicts 
led the Murtala-Obasanjo administration to 
appoint the Justice Nasir Boundary 
Adjustment Commission in 1976 to examine 
boundary disputes in Nigeria. Furthermore, 
the National Boundary Commission (NBC) 
was established by Decree No.38 of 17th 
December 1987, (CAP 238 Laws of the 
Federation of Nigeria, 1990) to focus solely 
on boundary determination, delineation, 

demarcation and management in Nigeria. 
According to the National Boundary 

Commission (2017), there are eighty-six (86) 
inter-state boundaries in Nigeria. These inter-
state boundaries can be grouped into two 
categories:
1. Resolved/undisputed boundaries in 
Nigeria – These are boundaries that have been 
investigated, field traced, defined and resolved 
after series of meetings. There are thirty-eight 
(38) boundaries in this category. However, it 
must be noted that there may still be sectors in 
some of them that are still in dispute.
2. Disputed/unresolved boundaries with 
on-going action in Nigeria – These are 
boundaries receiving National Boundary 
Commission's attention and are at different 
stages of the intervention process. There are 
forty-eight (48) boundaries in this category. 

This implies that more than half of 
inter-state boundaries in Nigeria are disputed. 
Violence associated with boundary conflicts in 
Nigeria have resulted in loss of lives, 
destruction of property, internal displacement 
of persons, amongst others (Affe, 2016, 
Odogwu, 2017, Balogun, 2014, Okutu, 2015, 
2016, 2017). Thus, using Adadama and Amagu 
communities 'boundary conflict between Cross 
River and Ebonyi states as case study, this paper 
undertook a critique of boundary conflict 
management strategies in Nigeria with a view 
to interrogating their nature, effectiveness and 
the emerging challenges. The study findings 
were derived from primary and secondary data 
sources. Primary data were retrieved from key 
informant interviews while secondary data 
were sourced from relevant publications.
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Methodology
This study utilized the qualitative 

method of data collection; thus, in-depth and 
key informant interviews served as 
instrument for the collection of primary data 
while secondary data was sourced from 
journals articles, books and other relevant 
publications. A total of twenty-five key 
informant and in-depth interviews was 
conducted with relevant government 
institutions including National Boundary 
Commission, Office of the Surveyor-General 
of the Federation, Institute for Peace and 
Conflict Resolution, Abuja, representatives of 
Cross River and Ebonyi state governments, 
community, women and youth leaders in the 
two communities. 

The data collection process was guided 
by the research ethics of voluntary 
participation, anonymity, and respect. First, the 
process of recruiting respondents was 
determined by respondents' willingness to 
participate in the study. Second, respondents 
were assured of anonymity and confidentiality 
of their personal information. Third, the 
researcher ensured that no responses were 
identified with the respondents. Confidentiality 
and anonymity of responses helped to reduce 
the incidence of bias. The study findings were 
content-analyzed thematically. 

Causes of Boundary Conflicts in Nigeria 
Since Nigeria gained independence in 

1960, the country witnessed years of 
tumultuous conflicts between various ethnic 
groups. Land issues are one facet of the 
conflict dynamic in Nigeria. Fabusoro, 

Matsumoto, and Taeb (2008) noted that 
access to land has been shown to be important 
in poverty reduction, economic growth, and the 
empowerment of the poor. The importance of 
territory is perhaps why land conflicts are so 
prevalent, and why they are more difficult to 
solve than other conflict issues. Olabode and 
Ajibade (2010:263) observed that timing is 
crucial; “if two adversaries are unable to settle 
their territorial questions early in their 
relationship, the resulting dispute is likely to 
last for many years.” If a dispute lasts for years, 
a legacy of conflict is constructed that makes 
conflict management intervention efforts much 
more difficult. This scenario appears to be the 
case in the boundary dispute between Adadama 
community in Cross River state and Amagu 
community in Ebonyi state. The historical 
analysis of the conflict provided earlier 
indicates that the two communities have a 
history of border conflict dating back to pre-
independent Nigeria. Therefore, there seem to 
be a legacy of conflict between the two 
communities which has hampered conflict 
management interventions. 

The Nigeria Watch (2015) database 
indicates that between 2006 and 2014, violent 
deaths over land issues accounted for 3.79% 
of all violent deaths across the country. This 
shows that land conflict is a significant cause 
of death in Nigeria. However, the low 
percentage here could be due to a few reasons: 
first, land conflicts tend to be under-reported 
in comparison to ethnic, oil, and religious 
conflicts, which are often accorded 
prominence in news reports. The second 
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could be the way land issue conflicts are 
coded in Nigeria Watch's database, which 
may identify more conflicts as “criminal” or 
“political” rather than over land issues, even 
though land may well play a role in these 
conflicts.

According to Jibo, Simbine and 
Galadima, (2001), studies on land conflict in 
Nigeria indicate that the majority of violence in 
the Middle Belt is due to land issues.  Another 
important consideration is that not all land 
conflicts in the Middle Belt and the north are 
between pastoralists and farmers. In Benue and 
Taraba states, the Tiv are also in conflict with 
the Jukun, another farming group. This dispute 
arises from differing concepts of land use and 
farming; The Tiv practice a shifting cultivation 
pattern wherein they move from plot to plot 
each season, while the Jukun remain in the 
same farm plots year after year. When the Tiv 
encroach upon Jukun land, conflict ensues 
(Roma, 2008).Conflicts over land in the south-
west and south-east regions of Nigeria has 
mostly centered around land ownership and 
boundary while land disputes in the south-south 
centers around oil. Communities in the south-
south region occasionally have disagreements 
with the federal government and international 
oil companies over land and mineral rights and 
royalties in addition to environmental 
degradation of land used for fishing and 
farming due to oil spills. The International 
Crisis Group (2008) reports that communities 
across the Delta are increasingly insistent in 
their demands for agreements that grant them 
rights in the exploitation of oil and gas 
reserves on their land. 

The Land Use Act of 1978 gave the 
federal government of Nigeria ownership of 
all land in the country. It also empowers the 
federal government to allocate lands in its 
discretion. There have been many calls for the 
abrogation of the Land Use Act; Dode (2012: 
248) describes the abrogation of the Act as an 
event which “will give the people direct 
control over their landed property, with which 
they will have the liberty to do business with 
banks and other organizations, and thus lead 
to their economic enhancement.”. The call for 
a review of the 1978 Land Use Act is 
occasioned by allegations of abuse by both the 
Federal and state governments. It should be 
noted that the Land Use Act stipulates that the 
states hold lands across the country in-trust for 
the federal government. 

Katseli (2004) argued that at the heart 
of the various conflicts in Nigeria lies land 
because of its high material and symbolic 
values. Evidence shows that whether they 
result from pre-existing agrarian tensions or 
not, conflict situations in rural societies 
deeply affect the politics of land, and whether 
it is at the heart of a conflict or gets dragged 
into it. Land requires a careful approach by 
policy makers because of its central element 
in the evolution of societies and therefore the 
place of neutrality should be adopted in land 
conflict management. Boundary and land 
related conflicts in Nigeria is increasingly 
becoming frequent especially in the 
dimensions of ethnic conflict relatively linked 
to issues revolving around land. 
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Conflict Management Strategies 
Conflict management involves 

strategies deployed in seeking to control 
conflict before, during and after occurrence. 
Various scholars such as Leffel, Hallam and 
Darling (2012), Pepin (2005), Tanner (2000), 
Zartman (1997), Huseman (1977), Marion 
(1995) and Green (1984) have explained 
conflict management noting that it is more 
elaborate and wider in concept and 
application. It involves conflict resolution and 
transformation when and where necessary. It 
covers the entire gamut of managing conflicts 
positively at different stages, including 
institutional strategies to prevent conflict. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  c o n f l i c t  m a n a g e m e n t  
e n c o m p a s s e s  c o n f l i c t  l i m i t a t i o n ,  
containment, litigation and conflict 
prevention. Sanders (2011), Gonclaves 
(2008), Ojiji (2006), Wilmot and Hocker 
(1998) outlined some strategies for managing 
conflicts; these include: clarification of 
communication and the checking of 
perceptions, which, in turn, involve the 
following: speaking out what is in one's mind 
or heart, listening carefully, expressing strong 
feelings appropriately, remaining rational, 
asking questions, maintaining a spirit of give 
and take, avoiding harmful statements, asking 
directly what is going on, telling others one's 
opinion, looking for flexible “shades of gray” 
solutions, recognizing the power of initiating 
a co-operative move, identifying conflict 
patterns, and engaging in negotiations of 
agreements and settlements.   

Afolabi (2017) and Oyeshola (2005) 
further argued that conflict management 

incorporates arbitration, litigation and 
adjudication especially in relation to group, 
national and international conflicts. In 
relation to interpersonal conflicts, two 
categories, namely partial/temporary conflict 
management and potentially damaging 
conflict management are exhibited. Under the 
first  category, three strategies are 
distinguishable, namely bargaining, bandage 
and role dominance approaches. These 
approaches have their specific characteristics. 
The bargaining strategy can manage or 
resolve the immediate conflict. It focuses on 
demands of the conflicting parties and uses 
concessions and compromise as instruments 
of managing the conflict. Everyone gains 
something but also loses something. In this 
strategy, areas of agreement are emphasized 
and disagreement ignored or glossed over. 
The disadvantage of this approach is that it 
can involve an individual or group giving up 
things which are important to them in order to 
arrive at “superficial agreement”. This 
approach can be useful if continuing the 
conflict without agreement would put too 
much pressure on a relationship. Usually, this 
approach does not focus on improving the 
overall relationship of the parties in conflict. 
The strategy is dominant in many diplomatic 
discourses. 

The bandage strategy 'pretends' that 
there is no real problem and as such, it does 
not demand any serious discussion. 
Meanwhile, the relationship continues. This 
approach can provide temporary relief, but 
does not resolve the root cause. Usually, the 
conflict returns. The role dominance approach 
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defines people and groups in terms of their 
social roles. It can provide a resolution to the 
immediate conflict but normally disempowers 
the one in the “lesser” role. It also perpetuates 
an unequal power relationship. 

In potentially damaging conflict 
management strategy, the conquest strategy can 
bring a temporary cessation to the immediate 
conflict. It creates a “loser” and a “conqueror”, 
but neither party ultimately benefits as the 
“conqueror” is deprived of the full contribution 
of the “conquered”. In the context of avoidance 
strategy, it may be argued that some conflicts 
may not be worth addressing, if they are very 
minor nuisances in the overall relationship. 
However, avoidance strategy only postpones 
dealing with conflict and as a consequence, the 
conflict usually escalates. All parties are 
disempowered. Generally, there are several 
strategies in managing conflict which are 
further discussed below:

Communication Strategies 
Communicating during conflict is 

essential, though, it can be perceived differently 
by each party. Fleetwood (1987) noted that no 
meaningful conflict management can be 
d iscussed  wi thout  l inking i t  wi th  
communication. Similarly, Salleh and 
Adulpakdee (2012), observed that poor 
communication leads to misunderstanding 
which in turn breeds conflict. Communication 
has six parts: “a source, an encoder, a message, 
a channel, a decoder, and a receiver”. Tack 
(2012) argued that accounting for the 
multifaceted characteristics of communication 
difficulty is understandable. Adding to this are 

the sometimes purposeful roadblocks of 
generalising, summarisation, confusion and 
misrepresentations. When taking into account 
the complexity of communication, the issue of 
an acceptable resolution is more probable. Leas 
(1982) lists some useful items during the de-
escalation phase of a conflict. These items 
include boundary establishment, increased 
structure to the procedure, heeding to similar 
resolutions, responding to threats with 
reaffirmations of position, and involvement of 
an authority as a third party. Leas (1982) further 
emphasises the forward movement of conflict 
management through the stages of searching 
for answers, verbalisation of differences, and 
stimulation of an environment where joint 
resolutions can be effective.

Summarily, communication therefore 
can be said to be the process of sharing and 
exchanging information between individual 
or a group and this is a vital instrument in 
conflict management because it involves the 
use of signs, symbols, language and gestures. 
Adejimola (2009) noted that where there is 
poor or absence of communication, conflict 
may likely escalate while exchanging 
information can assist in effective resolution 
of conflict. Therefore, it can be argued that the 
success of conflict management strategies to a 
l a rge  ex ten t  depend  on  e ffec t ive  
communication. Kazimoto (2013) further 
reaffirmed the role of communication in 
conflict management in his submission that 
the most significant and consistent element in 
effective conflict management is sincere, 
honest, open and clear communication.
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Collaborative Strategies 
According to Froyd (2010), the 

collaborating mode is high assertiveness and 
high cooperation. Collaboration in conflict 
management strategies can be described as 
“putting an idea on top of an idea in order to 
achieve the best solution to a conflict”. The best 
solution can be defined as a creative solution to 
the conflict that would not have been generated 
by a single individual. The collaborative mode 
is appropriate when conflict is important to the 
people who are constructing an integrative 
solution, when the issues are too important to 
compromise, when merging perspectives, 
when gaining commitment, when improving 
relationships, or when learning. 

Collaboration combines a high concern 
for both people and objectives and works best 
when all parties are committed to the resolution 
of the conflict. Hence, collaborating strategy 
includes listening to needs and goals in order to 
achieve a common goal. Gonclaves (2008) 
described collaboration strategy in conflict 
management as a means of reaching a better 
solution through communication and 
cooperation. This results in a win-win situation. 
This is based on effective listening, and 
confronting the situations in a non-threatening 
way. The parties focus on the problem, not the 
personalities. It is a situation where both parties 
win. Ojiji (2006) further posited that 
collaborative strategy in conflict management 
is more socially adaptive as it leads to a solution 
that is acceptable to the parties involved. 
Collaborative skills are active listening, non-
threatening confrontation, identifying 
concerns and analyzing input.

Compromising Strategy 
Froyd (2010) states that the 

compromising s t ra tegy in  conf l ic t  
management is moderate assertiveness and 
moderate cooperation. Compromise strategy 
may be described as “giving up more than you 
want”. It involves both parties in a conflict 
giving up some of their demands in order for 
the conflict to be resolved. Times when the 
compromising strategy is appropriate can be 
when dealing with issues of moderate 
importance, when there is equal power status, 
or when there is a strong commitment for 
resolution. Compromising strategy can also 
be used as a temporary solution when there are 
time constraints. 

The strategy of compromising 
consists of a series of trade-offs. Those 
u t i l i z ing  the  compromise  conf l ic t  
management strategy, according to 
Gonclaves (2008), always strive to find a 
middle ground. It is thus characterized as a 
fairly assertive and cooperative strategy, with 
a goal to reach mutual agreements. 
Nevertheless, if this strategy is used 
excessively or exclusively, it may lead to 
simply making everybody happy, without 
resolving the original conflict. Ojiji (2006) 
noted that compromise becomes necessary in 
situations where the positions of the parties 
are so incompatible that the two cannot be 
reconciled without one of them losing 
something in the process. Compromise as a 
conflict management strategy is a mixture of 
accommodation and competition, usually for 
the sake of preserving. It can lead to a half-
hearted commitment by both parties. At times 

59Boundary Conflict Management  Strategies In Nigeria: A Critique



moral issues can be ignored for the sake of 
compromise. Compromising skills are 
negotiating, finding a middle ground, 
assessing value and making concessions.

Joint Problem-Solving Strategy 
The process of joint problem-solving 

strategy in conflict management is to explore 
the problem before a group in such a way as to 
allow the group to make the best decision 
concerning that problem (Albert, 2001). It is 
where the conflict situation is regarded as one 
from which mutually beneficial solution can 
be developed and the possibility of self-
supporting resolution of the conflict is 
feasible. Joint problem-solving strategy aims 
at a re-definition of the nature of the problem 
among the parties themselves and seeks to 
find an integrative solution. 

Avoidance/Denial Strategy
According to Ojiji (2006), conflict 

avoidance occurs when one party in a 
potential conflict ignores the conflicting 
issues or denies the significance of the issue. It 
is a way of not addressing the conflict, or a 
tactical way of postponing the conflict for a 
better time, if at all such a time will come. It 
should be noted that in such a situation, the 
person or group is unassertive and 
uncooperative. Gonclaves (2008), on the 
other hand, argued that the strategy of 
avoidance in conflict management comes 
from a negative perception of conflict. He 
suggests that the strategy is used when the 
conflict involves “issues of low importance”, 
or “to reduce tensions, or even to buy time”. 

The avoidance strategy is also used when one 
party in a conflict is in “a low power position 
without control over the situation”. However, 
choosing to manage conflict using avoidance 
often convey “negativism, critical and 
sarcastic comments, and may breed passive 
aggressiveness”. Consequently, this may lead 
to hostility and hurt feelings.

Accommodation Strategy
According to Gonclaves (2008) to 

accommodate means “smoothing”. Those 
who manage conflict by accommodating 
others are mostly concerned with preserving 
relationships. Accommodation strategy in 
conflict management promotes goodwill and 
peace; however, it often comes at the cost of 
low-assertiveness with high cooperativeness. 
Ojiji (2006) explained that this strategy of 
managing conflicts comes from a cooperative 
disposition with a conscious attempt to 
neglect one's needs and focus on satisfying 
those of the other party.  Accommodation is a 
conflict management strategy that reflects a 
high concern for preserving a relationship, 
even if it means sacrificing one's own goals or 
interests. A party in conflict that uses this 
strategy bears the responsibility for 
maintaining the relationship. While this 
appears as turning the “other cheek”, a 
number of difficulties come with this strategy, 
including the high probability for resentment 
to develop. Again, the possibility of a more 
dramatic conflict emerging in the process 
cannot be dismissed. 
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Competition Strategy
This conflict management strategy 

proceeds from self-centered needs over the 
other party. Gonclaves (2008) argued that 
competition strategy in conflict management 
is generally characterized by aggressive 
communication behavior that is threatening 
and seeking control. He adds that those who 
manage conflict this way generally fear losing 
control over the other party and demonstrate a 
lack of interpersonal skills. Such person 
experience constant tension, anger and 
disapproval. As a result, competition as a 
conflict management strategy often fail to 
satisfactorily resolve or manage conflict. 
Thus, competition strategy in conflict 
management is characterized by a high 
concern for achieving personal goals. This 
strategy is usually destructive to the 
relationship of the parties in conflict. Parties 
in conflict who use this strategy will most 
likely be willing to sacrifice anything to 
achieve their goal or protect their interest. 

Albert (2001) further developed and 
outlined other conflict management 
strategies. These are: 

Strategic Withdrawal: This is a 
situation in which the “oppressed” party 
decides to retreat from the conflict spot to look 
for a way to attack back. This could be win-
lose or lose-lose. It can also be called 
'collateral damage'. 

Confrontation: This is when the 
“oppressed” party retaliates immediately. 
This is a lose-lose strategy. The outcome is 

destructive and both parties and groups lose or 
the stronger party wins. The outcomes in this 
instance are either lose-lose or win-lose. 

Third-Party Decision-Making: This is 
a situation when the issue in dispute is reported to 
a third party to deal with it, for example, reporting 
to a body with appropriate power or authority to 
manage issues in relation to the conflict. 

Summarily, conflict management 
strategies are more of the action-driven 
dimension of conflict resolution mechanisms. 
How conflict management is handled can be 
either a variant of much of conflict reduction 
and control, or conflict escalation. It adopts a 
whole lot of diplomatic techniques and skills 
necessary to contact and interact with 
disputing parties as well as coordinate the 
intensions and responses timely. In the 
process, it assumes an intervention 
mechanism, including monitoring and 
evaluation of conflict behaviors and the 
degree of compliance with resolution on 
ending violence (Afolabi, 2017).

Institutional Frameworks for boundary 
conflicts management in Nigeria

Nigeria established the National 
Boundary Commission (NBC) which was 
promulgated into existence by Decree No.38 
of 17th December 1987, (CAP 238 Laws of 
the Federation of Nigeria, 1990) for the 
management of border related conflicts in the 
country. The Commission began operation on 
a permanent basis in January 1989. The 
establishment of the NBC was informed by 
the need to have an agency that focused on 
addressing on a detailed basis, issues on 
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internal and international borderlands. 
Towards this end, the agency was empowered 
among other things to:

·Intervene, and deal with any boundary 
disputes that may arise between Nigeria 
and any of her neighbors with a view to 
settling the dispute; 

·Intervene, determine and deal with any 
boundary dispute that may arise among 
states, local government areas or 
communities in the Federation with a 
view to settling the disputes;

·Define, and delimitate boundaries 
between states, local government areas or 
communities in the Federation and 
between Nigeria and her neighbors in 
accordance with delimitation instrument 
or document established for that purpose;

·Take all necessary steps towards the 
implementation of resolutions on internal 
boundary disputes. 

In carrying out its function, the 
National Boundary Commission operates by 
means of two standing committees: -

International Boundaries Technical 
Committee (INBTC)

The INBTC co-ordinates Nigeria's 
international boundary issues. Nigeria's 
international boundaries are categorized into 
land and maritime boundaries. Nigeria has 
land boundaries with Niger, Benin, Chad and 
Cameroon while her maritime boundaries are 
shared with Republic of Equatorial Guinea, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Benin Republic, 
Republic of Cameroon and Ghana in the Gulf 

of Guinea. The International Boundaries 
Technical Committee's efforts in this line are 
geared towards the enhancement of peaceful 
coexistence among border communities, good 
neighborliness and the promotion of African 
brotherhood. Hence, its activities are hinged on 
the promotion of peaceful boundary regime, 
trans-border cooperation and promotion of 
Nigeria's national interest generally. 

Inter-State  Boundaries  Technical  
Committee (ISTBC). 

Inter-State Boundaries Technical 
Committee (ISBTC) of the National 
Boundary Commission oversees issues 
related to inter-state boundaries in Nigeria so 
as to facilitate management of conflicts 
arising from boundary disputes; as well as the 
nurturing and sustenance of trans-border 
relationships. As a strategy, the National 
Boundary Commission takes all contending 
parties in internal boundary disputes as 
stakeholders whose participation in the 
dispute resolution processes is crucial. 
Accordingly, the states, local governments, 
border communities and security agencies are 
incorporated into the dispute resolution 
processes. The various processes are 
conducted through: 
1. Joint Meeting of Officials (JMO); 
2. Joint Consultative Committee (JCC); 
3. Joint Field Team (JFT) and Ad Hoc 

verification and ethnographic survey 
teams. 

These processes are coordinated by 
the Inter-State Boundaries Technical 
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Committee and forwarded to the National 
Boundary Commission. By virtue of the 
enabling law of the National Boundary 
Commission, State governors are members of 
the National Boundary Commission 
whenever issue(s) on their boundaries are 
presented for deliberations. 

Findings
Management Strategies in the Adadama 
and Amagu Boundary Conflicts 

The management strategies deployed in 
the Adadama and Amagu communities' 
boundary conflict can be categorised into two; 
namely:(i) institutional and (ii) indigenous 
strategies. The institutional strategies are those 
deployed by the federal government of Nigeria 
through relevant agencies, strategies utilised by 
Cross River and Ebonyi state governments and 
strategies deployed by Abi and Ikwo local 
government areas. The indigenous strategies 
are those developed and deployed by Adadama 
and Amagu communities towards managing 
the boundary conflict. 

Federal government strategies
The Federal government's strategies 

have been through the interventions of the 
National Boundary Commission (NBC) 
which is the statutory agency with the 
mandate to address issues related to boundary 
conflicts management in Nigeria and the 
Office of the Surveyor-General of the 
Federation (OSGOF) which provides 
technical supports to the NBC. 

In 1998, (two years after the creation 
of Ebonyi state), following the outbreak of 

conflict over the boundary between Adadama 
and Amagu communities, the NBC in 
collaboration with OSGOF commenced 
official processes for the delimitation, 
delineation and demarcation of the Adadama 
and Amagu boundary. In year 2005, after 
completing the processes of retracing the 
boundary,  the  Na t iona l  Boundary  
Commission presented its recommended 
position for the boundary line to Cross River 
and Ebonyi state governments for 
concurrence in order for the demarcation to 
commence. Both states rejected the NBC's 
proposed boundary line. Since then, various 
intervention strategies have been undertaken 
by the NBC, Office of the Vice President of 
Nigeria which coordinates and oversees the 
NBC as well as Office of the Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation through 
correspondences and interfaces with the 
NBC, Cross River and Ebonyi states 
governments. Tables 8 and 9 below outlines 
various federal government conflict 
management strategies deployed on the 
Adadama and Amagu communities' boundary 
conflicts:  
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Table 8: Summary of National Boundary Commission's intervention strategies and 
outcome on Adadama and Amagu communities' boundary conflicts, 1998-2013

64 By  Stanley I. Uwakwe

S/N Date Activity/Intervention Venue Outcome

1

 

25/03/1998

 

Joint Meeting of Officials on Ebonyi
- Cross River inter-state boundary 

Government 
House, Calabar, 
Cross River state

 

Constituted 
JFT to retrace 
the boundary

2

 

13/06/2000

 

Meeting of Joint Field Team

 

Government 

House, Abakiliki, 

Ebonyi State.

 

NBC, 
OSGOF, 
Ebonyi & 
Cross River 
states 
deliberations 
on JFT report

3

 

20/02/2001

 

Joint Meeting of Officials on Ebonyi
-Cross River inter-state boundary 

NBC Conference 

Room, Abuja.

 Further 

deliberations

4

  

12/08/2005

 

VP met with NBC, governors of both 

states and other stakeholders 

 VP’s conference 

room.

 Further 

deliberations

5

 

6/10/2005

 

Joint Meeting of Officials on Ebonyi
-Cross River inter-state boundary 

Metropolitan 

Hotel, Calabar

 Deliberations 

deadlocked 

NBC’s 

recommended 

boundary 

lines rejected
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6 28/10/2005 Meeting of Technical Committee on 
Ebonyi-Cross River inter-state 
boundary. 

OSGOF, Abuja  Further 

deliberations

7 4/11/2005 Joint Meeting of Officials on Ebonyi
- Cross River inter-state boundary

 

NBC’s 

Conference 

Room, Abuja  

NBC 

appealed for 

spirit of give 

and take.  

8 24/04/2006
 

Meeting of Experts on Ebonyi-Cross 
River boundary 

NBC’s 

Conference 

Room, Abuja
 

Deliberations 

deadlocked

9 30/06/2006
 

Joint Meeting of Officials on 
Ebonyi-Cross River inter-state 
boundary conflict 

 

Merit House, 

Abuja.
 Deliberated 

on challenges 

of completing 

the tracing of 

the boundary

10 09/10/2006
 

Joint Meeting of Officials on 
Ebonyi-Cross River inter-state 
boundary conflict

 

 

Government 

House, Calabar, 

Cross River state

 

Reviewed 

preparations 

towards 

completing 

the boundary 

retracing

 

11 08/02/2007

 

Joint Meeting of Officials on 
Ebonyi-Cross River inter-state 
boundary conflict

 
NBC’s 

Conference 

Room,

 

Abuja

 
Decried lack 

of support by 

both state 

governments 

towards 

retracing the 

boundary
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12 20/02/2007 Joint Meeting of Officials on 
Ebonyi-Cross River inter-state 
boundary 

NBC’s 

Conference 

Room, Abuja

Appealed for 

support from 

both state 

governments 

towards 

retracing the 

boundary

13 11/03/2009

 

House of Representatives 
Committee on Special Duty visits 
the two states because of the 
boundary conflict 

 Government 

House, Abakaliki, 

Ebonyi state and 

Government 

House, Calabar, 

Cross River state

 

Appealed to 

both

 

states to 

amicably 

resolve their 

boundary 

disputes

 

14 12/10/2011

 

Joint Meeting of Officials on 
Ebonyi-Cross River inter-state 
boundary conflict 

 Government 

House, Abakaliki, 

Ebonyi state.

 Reviewed 

events in the 

two states in 

respect of 

their 

boundary

15 06/10/2012

 

Joint Meeting of Officials on 
Ebonyi-Cross River inter-state 
boundary conflict 

 
Library Complex, 

Calabar, Cross 

River state
 

Decried 

escalation in 

the boundary 

conflict.   

16 19/02/2013
 

Stakeholders Meeting on 
Ebonyi-Cross River Inter-
state boundary conflict   

Rockview 

(Classic) Hotel, 

Abuja.  

Set up peace 

committees to 

resolve the 

boundary 

conflict. 

bemoaned the 

massive loss 

of lives and 

properties as a 

result of the 

boundary 

conflict  

 Source: Fieldwork, 2018  



Cross River and Ebonyi States government 
strategies

As a result of the escalation of violence 
between Adadama and Amagu communities, 
the governors of Cross River and Ebonyi states 

th
held a Peace meeting on the 17  of January, 
2013. Thereafter, the two state governments 
jointly established Ebonyi-Cross River States 
Department of Border Security to monitor and 
ensure security in border communities in the 

st
two states. On February 21 , 2013, the two state 
governments also established the Inter-State 
Peace Committee as a conflict management 
strategy for the Adadama and Amagu boundary 
conflicts and any other boundary conflict that 
may emerge between the two states. 
Membership of the Committee comprises:
1. Representative of the Deputy Governor's 

office at the level of Permanent Secretary 
(co-Chairmen) 

2. Chairmen of the two local government or 
his representative

3. Surveyor-General of the state or his 
representative 

4. Five community leaders from the local 
governments

5. Representative of the DPO
6. Representative of the SSS
7. Representative of the state Attorney-General 
8. Representative of NBC
9. National Assembly and State Assembly 

members from the communities  
The Committee is to receive reports 

from the inter-Local Government Peace 
Committee for deliberation at meetings with 
National Boundary Commission. The 
Committee was mandated to meet quarterly.

Indigenous Strategies by Adadama and 
Amagu communities 

In 2001, the traditional rulers of 
Adadama and Amagu communities jointly 
established and co-chaired the Adadama-
A m a g u  D e v e l o p m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
(ADAMADA) as an indigenous and 
traditional strategy to manage the boundary 
conflict between the two communities. Other 
members of the Committee were: traditional 
priests of the two communities, youths and 
women leaders of Adadama and Amagu 
communities and prominent orthodox 
religious leaders from the two communities. 
The Committee's mandate was to restore and 
ensure the maintenance of peace along the 
border communities and manage grievances 
arising from any conflict that may occur. 

In order to achieve this, strategies 
involving use of cultural and traditional 
methods in conflict management was 
developed and deployed by the Committee, 
these strategies are further discussed below: 

The first strategy was the composition 
of membership of the Committee, every 
group, age grade, religion and gender was 
represented in order to give a sense of 
belonging to everyone. Secondly, the 
Committee adopted the strategy of imposing 
punitive fine/levy on anyone who foments 
trouble in relation to the boundary between 
the two communities. The punitive fine/levy 
is usually in the form of items such as tortoise, 
snakes (a particular specie which is scarce), 
white skinned goat, fowl, yams, oil, etc. These 
items must be provided by the community of 
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the offender/transgressor. This ensured that 
the community of a transgressor/offender 
took full responsibility for the action. Another 
strategy adopted by the Committee was that the 
items brought as fine/levy were taken to the 
community of the aggrieved person and after 
necessary sacrifices and rituals, the items were 
jointly cooked by women of both communities 
and eaten by everyone. Also as a strategy, the 
ADAMADA Committee meeting venue was 
rotated between the two communities.

These strategies tremendously 
increased tolerance and peaceful coexistence 
between Adadama and Amagu communities. 
The Committee ceased to exist between 
2010/2011 when the traditional ruler of 
Adadama died. Due to this vacuum and delays 
in the selection of a new king, violent 
confrontations between the two communities 
escalated and have remained till date. While it 
exis ted,  the  Adadama and Amagu 
Development Association Peace Committee 
had positive influence and reduced violent 
confrontations between both communities 
thereby effectively managing the boundary 
conflict between 2001 and 2010/2011.

A Critique of Boundary Conflicts 
Management Strategies in Nigeria within 
the Context of Adadama and Amagu 
Boundary Conflict

Over the years,  the conflict  
management strategies deployed by the 
National Boundary Commission (NBC) on 
the Adadama and Amagu communities' 
boundary conflict have essentially been 

through administrative mechanisms or 
“ground to paper” approach. These strategies 
have relied on rigid administrative processes 
and procedures. Indeed, a critical observation 
of the various strategies of NBC aimed at 
managing the Adadama and Amagu 
communities' boundary conflicts shows 
efforts and interventions aimed at convincing 
the disputing parties to accept a borderline 
determined by scientific boundary tracing and 
marking without consideration for human 
relationship. This approach has no room for 
negotiation in the “spirit of give and take” 
resulting in a win-win situation which is the 
hallmark of an effective conflict management 
strategy. The rigidity of the strategies is a 
factor for its ineffectiveness in the 
management of the Adadama and Amagu 
communities' boundary conflicts. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n  e f f e c t i v e  
management of the Adadama and Amagu 
communities' boundary conflicts needs to 
begin by the conflicting parties addressing 
their differences which can be termed 
negotiation. Negotiation, according to Morris 
(2008), is a process in which two or more 
participants attempt to reach a joint decision 
on matters of common concern in situations 
where they are in actual or potential 
disagreement or conflict. Ikejiani-Clark 
(2009) describes it as the process whereby the 
parties within a conflict seek to settle or 
resolve their conflicts. Miller (2003) asserts 
that negotiation involves communication and 
this is usually governed by pre-established 
procedures, between representatives of the 
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parties involved in a dispute. Therefore, one 
distinctive feature of negotiation is that 
communication is critical to the process. 

Invariably, the goal of negotiation, 
according to Jeong (2000), is to reach an 
agreement through joint decision making 
between the parties. In a nutshell, negotiation 
brings series of benefits because it integrates 
and accommodates the interests of all parties 
in a conflict. The strategies deployed by the 
Federal government in managing the 
Adadama and Amagu communities' boundary 
conflicts do not embody this key ingredient of 
effective conflict management. More so, 
findings revealed that when meetings are 
summoned by the government to consider 
issues related to the Adadama and Amagu 
c o m m u n i t i e s '  b o u n d a r y  c o n f l i c t s ,  
representatives of the two communities are in 
many instances left out. Such meetings are 
attended by top government officials from 
Cross River and Ebonyi states leaving out the 
parties in conflict thus, denying them 
opportunities to engage each other and 
negotiate their differences. 

Although, some of the National 
B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  c o n f l i c t  
management interventions on the Adadama 
and Amagu communities' boundary conflicts 
may be regarded as mediatory, they are not 
mediation because mediation is a facilitated 
negotiation. In explaining negotiation, Le 
Baron Duryea (2001) argued that mediation is 
a process in which an impartial third party 
helps disputants to resolve a dispute or plan a 

transaction, but does not have the power to 
impose a resolution. It is process where a 
disinterested third party listens to each side's 
arguments and attempts to help craft an 
agreement between the parties. Ikejiani-Clark 
(2009) notes that, essentially, mediation is an 
activity in which a neutral third party, the 
mediator, assists two or more parties in order 
to help them achieve an agreement on a matter 
of common concern or interest. As Moore 
(1996) noted, mediation is the intervention in 
a negotiation or conflict of an acceptable third 
party who has limited power, but who assists 
the involved parties in voluntarily reaching a 
mutually acceptable settlement of issues in 
dispute. Drawing from the above, the various 
conflict management strategies deployed by 
the government has failed so far when 
dissected based on the definition of mediation 
in conflict management. It is important to note 
that negotiation and mediation are the two 
most important conflict management 
mechanisms in the alternative dispute 
resolution spectrum because they allow the 
disputants to determine the outcome of the 
peace process. The government through the 
NBC has been unable to utilise this conflict 
management window.

An overall assessment of the conflict 

management strategies developed and 

deployed by the government in the Adadama 

and Amagu communities' boundary conflicts 

revealed that they have so far increased a win-

lose perception among the disputing 

communities thereby breeding hatred, anger, 
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animosity, bitterness and suspicion of its 

genuineness. Thus, Adadama and Amagu 

communities as well as Cross River and 

Ebonyi states governments have constantly 

rejected federal government's recommended 

borderline thereby making the boundary 

c o n f l i c t s  i n t r a c t a b l e .  P r a c t i c a l l y,  

government's efforts are more or less 'peace 

interventions' not conflict management 

strategies; Indeed, if government's strategies 

are interrogated under the context of Otite and 

Albert's (1999) definition of conflict 

management which this study adopts, they do 

not qualify as conflict management strategies; 

rather, they can be classified as peace 

interventions as stated earlier. Thus, this paper 

argues that the institutional frameworks for the 

management of the boundary conflicts between 

Adadama community in Cross River State and 

Amagu community in Ebonyi State does not fit 

into the western or indigenous conflict 

management models. Accordingly, this has 

created bottlenecks, hampered effective 

management of the conflict and resulted in 

escalation of the conflict. Furthermore, the 

indigenous strategy developed and utilized by 

Adadama and Amagu communities between 

2001 and 2011 which involved payment of 

levies by the community of an aggressor, joint 

offering of sacrifices, cultural and traditional 

rites complimented the institutional 

mechanisms in engendering peace and stability 

within that period.

Conclusion and recommendations

Boundary conflicts are gradually 

emerging as a major source of insecurity, loss 

of lives, destruction of property and internal 

displacement in Nigeria as showcased by the 

Adadama and Amagu communities' boundary 

conflicts. Therefore, institutional frameworks 

designed to manage it needs to be critically 

strengthened. Nigeria is already bedeviled by 

so much security challenges; hence, allowing 

boundary conflicts to escalate across the 

country is a luxury the nation cannot afford. 

So far, institutional efforts by the federal 

government and Cross River and Ebonyi state 

governments through relevant agencies and 

institutions to end the Adadama and Amagu 

communities' boundary conflicts have not 

yielded the desired results. Thus, the study 

recommends that the NBC should adopt and 

deploy Alternative Dispute Resolution hybrid 

processes (localized integration of 

administrative, indigenous and western 

conflict resolution mechanisms) in managing 

the boundary conflict. This involves co-

opting traditional rulers, local government 

officials, experts in conflict management and 

administrators and survey experts in the 

management of the boundary conflict. Also, 

Adadama and Amagu communities should 

resuscitate and re-energise the indigenous 

conflict management mechanism (Adadama 

and Amagu communities Development 

Association Peace Committee).
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Abstract

It is certain that the Boko Haram insurgency started in 2009as a purely domestic 
issue particularly in the north east of Nigeria. Since that time the group has been 
engaging in attacks by killing individuals, kidnapping as well as destruction of 
both private and public property. A division was said to exist in Boko Haram 
group, with a faction under the leadership of Abubakar Shekau and another is 
being led by Abu Musab al-Barnawi. Immediately, the Islamic State West Africa 
Province (ISWAP) emerged and became an affiliate of the faction of Abu Musab 
al- Barnawi.The activities of the Boko Haram have spread to other neighboring 
countries, such as Chad, Cameroon, Niger etc. To this extent, the Boko Haram 
terrorists pose security threats not only to Nigeria but to countries in the Lake 
Chad Basin. This necessitated the establishment of Multinational Joint Task 
Force (MNJTF) by the affected countries as a counter-terrorism outfit. The 
MNJTF was mandated by the African Union (AU) in 2015 to engage and fight the 
Boko Haram in a collaborative manner through borders patrols. The fight against 
the Boko Haram has also received the support of some Western powers like the 
United States, Britain, France etc. The methodology for the study is qualitative 
approach. The data collected will be subjected to textual analysis. Therefore, it 
can be argued that much as the MNJTF has helped to some extent in reducing the 
capacity of Boko Haram to fight along international borders, there still persist 
some pockets of attacks by the group in some of the affected countries. It is 
against this backdrop that this paper examines the operations and challenges of 
MNJTF in the fight against the Boko Haram. 

Categorically speaking, the Boko Haram 

group started as a sect movement in the 

Islamic religious belief system. The group 

was originally known as Jamaátu Ahlis 

Sunnah Liddawati Wal-Jihad (People 

committed to the tradition of the Prophet and 

holy war). The sect derives its name Boko 

Haram as a result of the activities of its 

members that vehemently opposed and 

condemned Western education system, 

Key Words: Multinational joint task force, Boko Haram, insurgency, security, counter-terrorism
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including Western civilizations. Over the 

years, the sect has developed a radical and 

uncompromising stance on the interpretation 

and practical application of Islamic religious 

matters. In essence, Boko Haram members 

have imbibed 'fundamentalist' ideology 

(Caleb, 2017). To this extent, the sect wants to 

impose Shariah system based on its ideological 

disposition in the North East in particular and 

Nigeria in general. Boko Haram group's 

approach to issues of religion has put it in 

collision with other Muslim groups, especially 

the Sunni majority in Nigeria (Danjuma, 2014). 

Between 2002 and 2004, the confrontational 

activities of Boko Haram group became 

manifest in Nigeria. The first leader of the sect, 

Muhammad Yusuf and some of his followers 

had on different occasions been arrested and 

subsequently released due to clashes with the 

security personnel around Borno and Yobe 

states. For instance, on 21 September, 2004 the 

members of Boko Haram attacked Bama and 

Gwoza police stations in Borno state and killed 

some policemen. In addition, they took away 

arms and ammunition (Onuoha, 2014). 

However, the turning point was in 2009, when 

Muhammad Yusuf was arrested by police 

custody in Maiduguri and died through what 

could be considered as extra judicial manner. 

Thereafter, Abubakar Shekau became the 

leader of the sect. He promised to take revenge 

of the death of Muhammad Yusuf by launching 

series of attacks on security personnel, innocent 

citizens, private and public property.

It was as a result of the rampant 

killings of individuals and destruction of 

property by Boko Haram members that the 

United States government declared Abubakar 

Shekau a global terrorist. Also, he was 

sanctioned by the United Nations (ThisDay, 

05/03/ 2015:45). At a point, the Nigerian 

military claimed that Abubakar Shekau had 

been killed during a fight but on different 

instances, a man posing as Shekau keeps on 

appearing by issuing statements through 

video clips. As a demonstration of willingness 

to continue fighting as a terrorist, Abubakar 

Shekau issued a statement by threatening to 

kill President Muhammadu Buhari any time 

he pays a visit to Maiduguri. Thus, President 

Buhari ordered the capture of Shekau dead or 

alive (ThisDay, 06/03/2020:46).As a terrorist 

organization, Boko Haram has established 

linkages with other international terrorist 

groups, such as Al-Qaeda in the Middle-East, 

Al-Shabaab in Somalia, Al-Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb, Movement for Oneness and 

Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO), Al Mua'qióon 

Biddam Brigade in Niger Republic (Seteolu, 

2011; Oyewole, 2015). Some members of the 

Islamic State (IS) moved their activities to 

West Africa and formed an association called 

Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP). 

A division was said to exist in Boko Haram 

group, with a faction under the leadership of 

Abubakar Shekau and another led by Abu 

Musab al-Barnawi. Immediately, ISWAP 

became an affiliate of the faction of Abu 

Musab al- Barnawi (Okereke, 2017). The 

group has been carrying out series of attacks 

in Nigeria and some other countries in West 

and Central African regions. Based on this, the 
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former Nigerian Chief of Naval Staff, Vice 

Admiral IbokEkwe-Ibas (New Telegraph, 

31/12/2020:4) maintains that “so, it is a thing 

of concern, that the Armed Forces of Nigeria 

are doing all in their powers to ensure that 

together with other regional partners, that the 

menace of ISWAP is contained.”

For more than one decade, the 

phenomenon of Boko Haram insurgency has 

become an existential problem to the Nigerian 

state and beyond. The conflict that started as 

purely Nigerian affairs in 2009 later became a 

regional issue involving the neighboring 

countries in the Lake Chad Basin. At the 

initial stage, Boko Haram members have been 

carrying out attacks on individuals as well as 

public and private property in Nigeria and 

rush to neighboring countries for safe havens. 

Based on this, Albert (2017:122) avers that:

Many of the people retrenched from 

their vocations around Lake Chad who came 

to join the Boko Haram sect knew Nigeria's 

borders with Cameroon, Chad and Niger so 

well that at the initial stage of Nigeria's 

counter-insurgency against Boko Haram, they 

facilitated the use of these neighboring 

countries as safe havens. This made it possible 

for Boko Haram members to fight in Nigeria 

in the daytime and run back to any of the LCB 

countries to hide in the evening.

However, with the expansion and 

increase in size of Boko Haram group through 

recruitment of members from neighboring 

countries, they began to carry out similar 

attacks in these countries. To this extent, it has 

become more difficult for governments in 

these countries to penetrate the areas under the 

control of the group as more members are 

being recruited from the ungoverned spaces in 

the Sahel region. The series of attacks by 

Boko Haram members in Nigeria and other 

neighboring countries like Chad, Cameroon 

and Niger have been source of concerns to the 

authorities in these countries. Thus, the series 

of attacks by Boko Haram in these countries 

have led to the deaths of tens of thousands of 

individuals. With this development, the 

countries affected with the humanitarian 

crisis of Boko Haram insurgency had no 

option but to form a security network along 

the border areas to confront the menace. This 

was what informed the formation of 

Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) in 

the Lake Chad Basin countries.

O p e r a t i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  

Multinational Joint Task Force

Basically, the idea of forming Multi-

national Joint Task Force (MNJTF) predates 

the emergence of Boko Haram insurgency. In 

1994, the former Nigerian head of state, 

General Sani Abacha spearheaded the 

initiation of establishing the Multinational 

Joint Task Force purposely to patrol the North 

Eastern part of Nigeria so as to check and 

control the cross border crimes arising from 

the spill-over effects of the Chadian war 

(Albert, 2017). However, it is important to 

note that at the initial stage of MNJTF, it was 

only the Nigerian security personnel that 

participated in the borders patrol exercises. It 

was not until 1998 that other neighboring 
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countries like Chad and Niger agreed to allow 

their security agencies to participate in the 

joint borders patrol along the Lake Chad 

Basin countries. In order to have a proper 

coordination of the MNJTF, its headquarters 

was first located in Baga in Borno state with a 

Nigerian as its commander.

Certainly, the MNJTF has undergone 

series of transformation from its formative 

time to the current stage of fighting Boko 

Haram insurgency along the borders of Lake 

Chad Basin countries. The establishment of 

MNJTF by countries in the Lake Chad 

Basin,such as Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, and 

Niger Republic has been a significant attempt 

to mobilize regional and international efforts 

in the fight against Boko Haram insurgency. 

Later Benin Republic joined the MNJTF as 

honorary member. The current composition of 

the MNJTF was resuscitated as a result of the 

urgent need by the LCB countries to work 

together by pooling their efforts and resources 

together to confront security problem posed 

by criminals, particularly the terrorists. Thus, 

the MNJTF was expected to work in 

collaborative manner with the armed forces of 

member countries, so as to defeat terrorism.

In 2012, the mandate of MNJTF was 

expanded to fight Boko Haram insurgents 

ravaging the countries in LCB area. With this 

development, there was the urgent need for 

MNJTF to enhance cooperation in tackling 

cross border insurgency by Boko Haram 

members. Specifically, the MNJTF was 

mandated to repel, confront, degrade and 

defeat Boko Haram (Adetula, 2019). It was at 

this instance of making the MNJTF as counter 

insurgency outfit that the former Nigerian 

President, Dr Goodluck Jonathan (The 

Nation, 01/04/2012: 61) maintains that “our 

approach should be holistic and robust to 

address the general security issues around 

common border areas.” This implies that 

fighting trans-boundary terrorism requires 

collective collaboration because terrorists do 

not respect borders. Instructively, since 2013, 

the Boko Haram insurgents intensified their 

attacks along Nigeria's borders with Chad and 

Cameroon which led to the injuries, 

displacement and deaths of several 

individuals. The manner in which the Boko 

Haram terrorists have engaged in their attacks 

was captured by Kebebew (2015: 2) thus:

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  

consideration, the Boko Haram terrorist group 

has continued to carry out numerous attacks, 

targeting civilians, police, churches, 

mosques, and public facilities, including 

schools. In early January 2015, Boko Haram 

overran a military base in northeastern 

Nigeria that was the headquarters of the 

MNJTF located in Baga, BornoState. The 

group then forced thousands of people from 

the region, burnt and destroyed homes and 

businesses, and committed mass killings. 

Mention should also be made of the 10 and 11 

January 2015 suicide bombings in Maiduguri, 

Borno State, and Patiskum, Yobe State, 

reportedly involving children coerced by 

Boko Haram to act as suicide bombers.

The 2015 attacks of MNJTF 

headquarters in Baga by Boko Haram fighters 
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had led to the reorganization and expansion of 

the body as more troops were deployed to 

fight terrorism. The African Union (AU) 

Peace and Security Council (PSC) authorized 

the deployment of the MNJTF troops for an 

initial period of twelve months renewable at 

the request of LCB member states and Benin 

(Kebebew, 2015). In this regard, the member 

states of MNJTF pledged to contribute a 

battalion each to the body. Thus, 7,500 

military and non – military personnel were 

deployed to the MNJTF. Also, Benin Republic 

deployed an additional 150 soldiers (The 

Africa-EU Partnership, 2013-2018). 

Significantly too, the attacks ledto relocation 

of the headquarters of MNJTF from Baga in 

Nigeria to N'djamena in Chad (The Africa-EU 

Partnership, 2013-2018). Even with this 

reorganization, the position of Force 

Commander of MNJTF was given to a 

Nigerian, Major General Tukur Yusuf Buratai. 

According to the former Nigerian Director of 

Defence spokesman, Major General Chris 

Olukolade “the arrangement has the backing 

of partners in the fight against Boko Haram, 

namely, France, the UK and the USA” (Daily 

Trust, 04/06/2015:3). General Tukur Buratai 

did not stay long in office as Commander of 

MNJTF, as he assumed office in May 2015 

and was replaced by Major General Illiya 

Abbah in July 2015, following his 

appointment to the position of Nigeria's Chief 

of Army Staff.

The mandate of MNJTF covers 

several  issues, such as, to create a safe and 

secure environment in the areas affected by 

the activities of Boko Haram in line with 

international humanitarian law and UN 

Human Rights and Due Diligence Policy 

(HRDDP), the implementation of overall 

stabilization programs by the LCB member 

states and Benin in the affected areas, to 

facilitate within the  limit of its capabilities, 

humanitarian operations and the delivery of 

assistance to the affected population 

(Kebebew, 2015). For the effective 

implementation of the mandate of the 

MNJTF, the body has to perform some tasks. 

These include: 1) conducting operations to 

prevent the expansion of Boko Haram 

activit ies;  2) facil i tate operational 

coordination among the affected countries in 

the fight against Boko Haram; 3) carry out 

joint borders patrol; 4) prevent all forms of 

transfer of arms and ammunition;  and 5) 

freeing all abductees held by Boko Haram 

(Kebebew, 2015).  Looking at the tasks 

assigned to be performed by the MNJTF one 

after the other, it is expected that their 

cumulative achievement will not only bring 

about an end to Boko Haram insurgency but 

will also enhance peace and security in the 

LCB countries. This will help to promote 

peaceful coexistence and smooth business 

transactions among the people in the region.

The MNJTF was structured in four 

sectors in the member states as follows: Mora 

(Cameroon), Bagasola (Chad), Diffa (Niger) 

and Baga (Nigeria). Under this arrangement 

each country affected by Boko Haram 

insurgency was expected to fight the 

insurgents domestically by using its own 
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security forces. For instance, in Nigeria, the 

counter insurgency unit of the Nigerian Army 

fighting Boko Haram is called 'Operation 

Lafiya Dole.' It is on this basis that, Albert 

(2017:125) argues that:

In practice, the MNJTF does not fight 

all the battles that have to be fought against 

Boko Haram. Its mandate is limited to 

securing the borders between LCB countries. 

It ensures that Boko Haram does not have 

access to the use of the borders for launching 

its attacks. With the borders secured, each of 

the countries is expected to flush out Boko 

Haram from their respective countries.

By 2015, President Buhari gave 

directive that the command post of the 

Nigerian Army fighting Boko Haram should 

be relocated to Maiduguri, north east so to 

make it more efficient and effective. 

Significantly, the security outfit of 'Operation 

in the North east. For example, in one of the 

encounters, it was reported that Boko Haram 

invaded an Army base in Damboa Local 

Government in Borno state, leading to the 

death of three soldiers and the Army killed 19 

terrorists (Daily Sun, 06/03/2020: 4). In 

another related development, it was reported 

that the Nigerian military troops killed 134 

Boko Haram and ISWAP insurgents in North 

east (Nigerian Tribune, 05/05/2020: 4). 

Similarly, the Chadian soldiers killed 1,000 

Boko Haram members within its territory 

following the killings of its 98 soldiers by 

members of the group. Before the incidence, 

President Idris Derby of Chad had withdrawn 

his soldiers from MNJTF. According to 

reports, Chad has pulled out 1,200 troops 

fighting Boko Haram from Nigeria following 

the expiration of the first mandate of MNJTF 

that started in July 2016 and ended in 

December 2019 (Daily Trust, 05/12/2020: 4). 

Thereafter, the Chadian President promised 

that his country's soldiers will no longer fight 

in the Lake Chad and Sahel but that they will 

only concentrate in fighting Boko Haram 

from within (Momodu, 2020: 32).  
rd

Meanwhile, during the 33  Annual Summit of 

the African Union held in February 2020 in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the AU Peace and 

Security Council (AUPSC) adopted the 

regional stabilization strategy for the Lake 

Chad Basin and renewed for the second time 

the mandate of the MNJTF and the G5 Sahel 

Joint Force (The Guardian, 10/02/2020: 6). 

The contribution of International 

Development Partners in the Fight against 

Boko Haram

Unarguably, terrorism is one of the 

phenomena that quickly draw the attention of 

individuals, media and even governments 

whenever it occurs in any given space and time. 

Essentially, terrorism involves the act of 

violence directed at some individuals in order 

to instill fear in them. Thus, the act of terrorism 

in any part of the world is considered to be a 

major problem not only to the affected country 

(ies) but to the entire members of the global 

community. Based on this, Oche (2013: 282) 

avers that “international terrorism remains a 

serious and on-going threat. No region in the 

world has been spared and Africa is one of the 
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hardest hit regions partly due to other 

developmental issues that help to intensify the 

consequences of terrorism.” It is for this reason 

that the fight against Boko Haram insurgency in 

the West and Central African countries requires 

the support and assistance of members of the 

international community, particularly the 

foreign development partners from the 

advanced industrial countries. This is because 

of the increasing size in population as well as 

the lethality of the attacks of Boko Haram 

members. 

To this extent, at the formative stage of 

MNJTF, the member states have been seeking 

the cooperation and collaboration of the 

development partners in getting rid of 

humanitarian crisis posed by the Boko Haram 

terrorists. Thus, in order to strengthen the 

capacity and capability of the MNJTF to fight 

terrorism in the region, a meeting was held in 

Yaounde, Cameroon from 5-7 February, 2015 

to decide the operational modalities of the 

body. During the meeting international 

organizations like the United Nations (UN), 

European Union (EU), African Union (AU), 

Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) and member states of LCB had 

worked together to define the mandate, 

headquarters,  rules of engagement, 

operational areas and other necessary 

requirements of the MNJTF (Albert, 2017). In 

addition, even international development 

partners like the United States (US), United 

Kingdom (UK)  France and Germany have 

demonstrated their willingness to support the 

fight against Boko Haram insurgency by 

using different means or channels to make 

provision of tactical, technical and financial 

support to the body.

Immediately, when the MNJTF got 

the mandate of the African Union in 2015 to 

fight Boko Haram insurgency, some foreign 

development partners moved into action by 

rendering assistance to the regional body. In 

the first instance, the development partners 

commi t ted  to  fac i l i t a t e  the  ea r ly  

operat ionalizat ion of  the Regional  

Intelligence Fusion Unit (RIFU). Through 

this process, countries like the US, UK and 

France offered training to the Nigerian and 

regional contingents that engaged in the fight 

against Boko Haram terrorist group 

(Kebebew, 2015). In addition, the European 
thCouncil meeting of 9  February, 2015, 

recognized that the growing regionalization 

of Boko Haram threat requires a collective 

and comprehensive response of some of the 

members of the international community to 

defeat terrorism. In 2016, an agreement 

between the European Commission and AU 

Commission was signed. Thus, the European 

Union Commission made a financial 

contribution of EUROS50, 000, 000 (fifty 

million EUROS) to the MNJTF for a period of 

2016 to 2018. The aim was to restore a safe 

and secure environment in the area of the Lake 

Chad Basin affected by Boko Haram 

insurgency (The Africa –EU Partnership, 

2013-2018).

In another development, the Special 

Representative of the Secretary General and 

Head of the United Nations Office for West 
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Africa and the Sahel, Dr Muhammad Ibn 

Chambers (ThisDay, 22/11/2019: 53) led a 

delegation of international agencies to 

Nigeria in order to mobilize support for the 

Lake Chad Basin countries to defeat Boko 

Haram insurgents. He maintains that the visit 

was in pursuance of the United Nations 

Security Council resolution 2349 of 2017 that 

calls on international development partners to 

support the MNJTF in the fight against Boko 

Haram insurgency. According to Ibn 

Chambers “our visit here underscores the 

support for Nigerian Army in its efforts to end 

Boko Haram insurgency. The UN from 

inception of the insurgency has been 

supporting the Multinational Joint Task Force 

in combating Boko Haram and criminal 

elements in Sahel and Lake Chad region.”In 

the same vein, the European Union 

Representative for West Africa and Sahel, 

Ambassador Angel Ludsacla (ThisDay, 

22/11/2019: 53) conveyed the solidarity and 

strong political commitment of the body to the 

Nigerian military so as to end insurgency in 

the region and Africa in general. Therefore, he 

maintains that “the EU has been supporting 

your efforts from very beginning with 61 

vehicles, five ambulances, lubricating 

materials among others. I assure you of EU 

Continued commitment to end Boko Haram.”

Apart from the assistance being 

provided to the military to prosecute the war 

against terrorism, the EU has also been 

rendering humanitarian support to the 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the 

refugees' camps of the affected countries. For 

instance, the EU has announced its emergency 

aid package of EUROS 26.5 million to 

Nigeria for the year 2020 (SaturdaySun, 

25/01/2020: 46).

At individual level, the German 

government has also been rendering 

assistance to the countries affected by Boko 

Haram crisis in the Lake Chad regions. The 

specific context of Germany's support to the 

humanitarian crisis was captured by Sanda 

(2019:24) thus:

Related to the insurgency but not 

military support, Germany, partnering with 

other friendly countries, continues to render 

support for the humanitarian efforts in the 

Northeast for victims of the Boko Haram 

insurgency. It organized the Oslo Donor 

Conference for the North East and Lake Chad 

Region in 2017 and subsequent follow-up 

meetings in Berlin. At the end of the Oslo 

Conference, a total sum of $ 672 million was 

raised to assist the humanitarian efforts in the 

North East and Lake Chad region.

In the same vein, Zabadi (2019:61) 

narrated the kinds of military assistance 

rendered by Germany to Nigeria and other 

countries fighting Boko Haram terrorists. 

According to him, “in the North East where 

counter-insurgency operations are still on, the 

German government provides for the medical 

treatment of wounded soldiers, amphibious 

capabilities in the Lake Chad, Counter-

Improvised Explosive Device (CIED) ground 

surveillance and maintenance of vehicles. For 

all intent and purposes, the manner in which 

the development partners have been rendering 
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support to the countries in the Lake Chad 

Basin to fight Boko Haram insurgents is a 

pointer to the fact that they are willing to bring 

the conflict to an end. 

Challenges and Prospects of Multinational 

Joint Task Force

Undoubtedly, the fight against Boko 

Haram terrorism by MNJTF has come with 

both challenges and optimism. Right from the 

start of the fight against Boko Haram 

terrorism by the security forces of MNJTF, 

they have been encountering some challenges 

or difficulties. Some of the challenges include 

the faceless nature of Boko Haram terrorists, 

the porous nature of borders of member states 

of MNJTF, the supplies of sophisticated 

weapons to terrorists, mutual mistrust and 

inadequate cooperation among member states 

of MNJTF, inadequate capacity of the security 

personnel of some member states of MNJTF 

and the withdrawal of Chadian soldiers from 

MNJTF. These and other issues shall be 

disaggregated and analyzed.

One of the challenges facing the 

MNJTF is that terrorists like Boko Haram are 

faceless and unidentifiable. It is a matter of 

fact that terrorists all over the world are 

operating under secretive covers. This also 

applies to Boko Haram members that could 

hardly be identified by some members of their 

communities and even the security personnel. 

For this reason, it has been reported that some 

Boko Haram members have been disguising 

themselves and mingle with the members of 

public or stay in refugee camps. Based on this, 

they have been using that opportunity to 

launch attacks on soft targets, thereby 

perpetuate the killing of innocent citizens. 

Also, there is the challenge of porosity 

of borders of most if not all member states of 

MNJTF. The porous nature of the borders of 

Nigeria and its neighbors does not help 

matters. Due to inadequate personnel of 

Immigration Service in these countries, it 

makes it easy for terrorists to disguise in 

whatever form and cross into another country 

with the intention of launching attacks. 

Obviously, the ease with which people can 

move in and out of Nigeria without detection 

has been a source of threat to the country's 

security (Oche, 2013).

In addition, there is the problem of 

mutual mistrust among MNJTF member 

states. The mistrust between Nigeria and its 

Francophone neighboring countries has long 

historical antecedent. The way in which 

France, the former colonial master has 

continued to exert influence on its former 

colonies in Africa has made it difficult for the 

countries to engage in meaningful 

cooperation on major international issues 

with Nigeria. After attaining independence, 

Nigeria had territorial land disputes with both 

Cameroon and Chad. On one hand, the land 

dispute between Nigeria and Cameroon was 

over the claim of ownership of Bakassi 

Peninsular. However, the matter was settled in 

2002 when the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) ruled that Bakassi Peninsular belonged 

to Cameroon. On the other hand, Nigeria had 

dispute with Chad over some pieces of lands 
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that stretched on Lake Chad borders between 

the two counties. In 1983, the armies of the 

two counties had confronted each other over 

the claim of lands ownership. Based on this, 

Albert (2017:128) argued that “indeed, the 

relational conflict between Nigeria and 

C h a d  w a s  w o r s e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  

Nigeria/Cameroon.” To this extent, at the 

start of the fight against Boko Haram, 

Cameron and Chad did not show serious 

enthusiasm and commitment to support 

Nigeria to defeat the terrorists.

Another factor that serves as a 

challenge or working against the MNJTF is 

the fact that the Boko Haram terrorists are 

getting the supplies of sophisticated 

weapons from 'unauthorized' or illegal 

diverse sources. For over a decade, the Boko 

Haram insurgents have been using 

sophisticated weapons to carry out their 

attacks. It has been claimed in certain circles 

that the terrorists possess superior weapons 

like General Purpose Machine Guns 

(GPMG) compared with the rifles or guns 

being used by security personnel in Nigeria 

and even some of the affected countries. For 

example, according to Police spokesman 

DCP Frank Mba (The Nation, 06/03/2020: 

5):

The highest firearm a policeman 

carries is an AK 47 rifle. The best of AK 47 

has a range of about 400 metres. The 

criminals mounted a GPMG which has a 

range of about 800 metres. What this means 

is that no matter the marksmanship of the 

cops and the quality of their rifle, they are at 

a disadvantage since the criminals can hide 

at a distance of about 600 metres, mount 

their weapons and open fire on their target.

Certainly, the procurement and use of 

sophisticated weapons by Boko Haram 

terrorists have been making them to wax 

strong and formidable. Also, it has been 

assisting the terrorists to prolong the war, 

thereby increasing the level of insecurity in 

the affected countries. This situation becomes 

worse because sometimes the regular armies 

in the affected countries find it difficult to 

withstand them. In addition, the terrorists 

have been adopting unconventional ways in 

their fight against state security operatives in 

Nigeria and beyond. In most cases, the use of 

guerrilla tactics and bombing of targeted 

places with improvised explosive devices 

(IEDs) by the terrorists are capable of 

frustrating the efforts of the soldiers fighting 

them, thereby making the war to be 

protracted.

The withdrawal of Chadian soldiers 

from MNJTF further complicated the 

problem of the body. The vacuum created by 

this action surely has been affecting the 

chances of defeating Boko Haram quickly. 

Based on this Ibrahim (2019: 54) expresses 

the apprehension that “Nigerians are also 

frightened because the security situation in 

the North East further deteriorated when the 

Chadian soldiers helping us withdrew. How 

and why has the mighty fallen?” By 

implication, the manner in which the 

Nigerian Armed Forces have been handling 

the fight against Boko Haram shows that 
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something is wrong. The gallantry and 

determination that the Nigerian military 

were known for have not been adequately 

demonstrated in fighting Boko Haram 

terrorists. In the recent past, the Nigerian 

so ld i e r s  he lped  to  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  

peacekeeping operations and stabilize 

countries like Liberia, Sierra Leone, and 

Guinea Bissau that were affected by civil 

wars or conflicts. Therefore, for Nigeria to 

now rely on weaker neighboring countries to 

defeat Boko Haram is an indication of lack 

of morale on the part of the soldiers. In 

addition, it has been suggested in certain 

circles that some top security officials and 

contractors who have been benefitting 

financially from the insecurity situation in 

the north east would not like the Boko 

Haram insurgency to end very quickly.

However, much as the MNJTF is 

being confronted with some challenges, 

there still remain hopes that the menace of 

Boko Haram insurgency can be put an end 

to. By the time the MNJTF was transformed 

into regional security outfit for counter-

insurgency, Nigeria had to engage in security 

diplomacy so as to rally round the support of 

neighboring countries and other members of 

the international community to defeat the 

menace of Boko Haram group. For instance, 

in an attempt to garner the support of 

neighboring states in the fight against 

terrorism, former President Goodluck 

Jonathan (Daily Trust, 28/02/2014: 3) states 

that:

While we respect our national 

boundaries, terrorists move in and out of our 

borders. It is now time that we agree as 

African leaders that acts of terror against one 

nation is act of terror against all. We must not 

allow our countries to become safe havens for 

terrorists. We must cooperate maximally in 

better managing our political boundaries. 

While we cannot redefine our borders, we 

must re-define our collective approach to 

ending trans-boundary terrorism and 

insurgencies.

The statement above shows that 

trans-border crimes like terrorism require 

the cooperation of countries sharing 

contingent borders to combat. In the same 

vein, when President Buhari was sworn into 

office he paid official visits to the 

neighboring countries working with Nigeria 

in the fight against the Boko Haram 

terrorism. The main aim of the visits was for 

President Buhari to seek the support of these 

countries with a view to end the attacks of 

Boko Haram insurgents in Nigeria and 

beyond. For example, during his visit to 

Niger Republic, President Buhari (Daily 

Trust, 04/06/2015:3) states that:

Permit me also to acknowledge the 

consistency with which the government and 

people of Niger Republic have stood beside 

Nigeria under all circumstances. I'd like to 

convey the appreciation for the sacrifice by 

Niger in the on-going efforts to counter the 

menace of the Boko Haram insurgency. Niger 

Republic has over the years proven to be a 

reliable ally to Nigeria both at bilateral and 

multilateral levels. It is our hope and 
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aspiration that this special relationship would 

be further consolidated during my 

administration. 

Significantly, the manner in which 

the Nigerian government recognizes that 

Boko Haram terrorism has become a 

common regional problem involving all the 

states in the LCB countries requires the 

adoption of common approach to confront it 

headlong. It is on the basis of this kind of 

reasoning that one can assert that most if not 

all the countries affected by Boko Haram 

insurgencies need to continue working 

together under the platform of MNJTF so as 

to wipe out the threats to security along their 

international boundaries. For quite some 

years, the Nigerian government has 

strategically be given paramount importance 

to the security of its neighboring countries. 

As such, Nigeria will always do what is 

necessary to enhance the security of its 

neighbors. It is for this reason that, Akindele 

(2013: 26-27) argues that “the bottom line of 

Nigeria's West Africa policy is the belief that 

without peace and security there cannot be 

development, which is bound to have a 

multiplier effect in the sub-region.”

Before the establishment of MNJTF 

Boko Haram had taken control of large 

expanse of lands in Nigeria. It was reported 

that Boko Haram terrorists seized over 

20,000 square kilometres of territory in three 

north eastern states of Borno, Yobe and 

Adamawa (Daily Trust, 03/11/2014: 6). 

Indeed, since the beginning of the MNJTF 

operations along border areas, the capacity 

of the terrorists has been reduced. To this 

extent, the lands seized by Boko Haram have 

been recovered by the Nigerian government. 

Based on this, President Muhammad Buhari 

(The Guardian, 10/02/2020: 6)' maintains 

that “there is no inch of the Nigerian territory 

that is under the control of Boko Haram 

insurgents. Since 2017 the army has 

technically defeated Boko Haram terrorism 

and we have succeeded in taking over the 

areas from Boko Haram insurgents.” This 

indicates that if the military sustain the 

momentum of attacks on the Boko Haram 

locations and hideouts, the terrorists will be 

quickly defeated. Also, with strong 

determination on the part of the personnel of 

MNJTF to patrol the international borders 

and fight Boko Haram, the security of the 

entire West and Central African regions 

could be enhanced. 

Over the years, the commitments of 

Nigeria and other member states of MNJTF 

to combat terrorism at regional and global 

levels is giving hopes that the current war 

against Boko Haram insurgency will be won. 

Some of these countries have signed and 

ratified various international conventions 

and treaties on counter terrorism. The 

signing of the different international 

conventions on counter terrorism was aimed 

at seeking international cooperation in 

fighting terrorism in any place in the world. 

It is in line with this type of thinking that 

Nigeria and some of its neighbors bedeviled 

by Boko Haram terrorism have developed 
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hope that they will always get the much 

needed international support to end the 

problem. Based on this, Oche (2013: 291) 

maintains that:

International efforts to combat 

terrorism have been on-going for decades 

and Nigeria has accepted, ratified, or at least 

acknowledges frameworks which were 

created before 2009. The UN Security 

C o u n c i l  R e s o l u t i o n  1 3 7 3  ( 2 0 0 1 )  

establ ishing the Counter-Terrorism 

Committee (CTC) was formed in an effort to 

stop terrorism in all of its forms. Similarly, 

the UN Security Council Resolution 1624 

(2005) was designed to improve border 

security and encourage Member States to 

submit updates to the CTC.

Furthermore, the assistance being 

rendered by Western powers in the fight 

against Boko Haram has been rekindling 

hope that Boko Haram terrorism will be 

defeated. The factor that is working well and 

giving hope for Nigeria and its neighbors in 

the fight against Boko Haram insurgency is 

the high level of support and cooperation 

from the Western powers. Strategically, the 

Western powers are interested in the security 

of Nigeria and Africa generally so as to 

protect and promote their business interests. 

Therefore, any instability in Nigeria and its 

neighbors will have adverse effects on the 

economic and business interests of the West. 

It is perhaps on this basis that, Adetula 

(2019:24) argues that:

There are indications to suggest that 

the strong economic ties between Nigeria 

and Western countries have spilled over into 

the security sector, with both the US and UK 

scaling up their support to help Nigeria 

address its internal security challenges. In 

the particular case of the US, its policy 

towards Africa focused more on security and 

countering China's influence on the 

continent. The growing international 

support for Nigeria in its efforts to address 

its security challenges is related to its 

economic and geo-strategic importance. The 

powerful states that have stakes in Nigeria 

will necessarily be interested in its domestic 

security.

Fundamentally, the Western powers 

would not like to see a situation whereby the 

spread of Boko Haram ideology prevail in 

Nigeria and other African countries. This is 

because in the post-cold war era, there has 

been a changing international environment 

whereby the Western nations have been 

championing the spread of liberalism, 

democracy and other Western values to 

Africa and other Third World countries 

(Adetula, 2019). It is on this basis that the 

former French President Francois Hollande 

(The Nation, 28/02/2014: 4) promised his 

country's support for Nigeria in its fight 

against Boko Haram insurgency, when he 

states that “we will always stand ready not 

only to provide our political support but our 

help every time you need it because the 

struggle against terrorism is also the struggle 

for democracy.” 
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Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be stated that the 

regionalization and internationalization of 

the Boko Haram insurgency require 

collective efforts of all the countries that are 

affected by the problem. This can only be 

effectively tackled through joint borders 

patrols as well as intelligence gathering by 

the security personnel in the affected 

countries. It is for this reason that the 

formation as well as reinvigoration of the 

MNJTF was seen as a right step towards the 

right direction of reducing or eradicating the 

capacity of Boko Haram terrorists to fight. In 

addition, the series of Boko Haram attacks in 

the West and Central African regions call for 

collective efforts of different international 

institutions and countries to deal with the 

menace of terrorism. To this extent, it can be 

argued that the support and assistance being 

rendered by foreign development partners to 

the MNJTF are important in facilitating the 

defeat of Boko Haram insurgency in the 

affected countries. However, much as the 

foreign development partners have shown 

concerns on humanitarian crisis caused by 

Boko Haram terrorism, it needs to be stated 

that they are expected to do more in the fight 

against the problem. In particular, it is 

imperative that the political leaders of the 

advanced industrial countries should 

demonstrate strong political will to end 

Boko Haram and other terrorism in Africa. 

Thus, they need to deploy their intelligence 

networks to trace and block the sources 

and/or origin of weapons supplies to Boko 

Haram and other terrorists. This will help to 

drastically reduce the capacity of the 

terrorists to continue to wreak havoc.

For the regional security network of 

MNJTF to succeed, there is the need for the 

member states to do away with their egos 

and/or differences and work as a team so as 

to tackle and degrade Boko Haram 

insurgents. Borders security is a collective 

responsibility of all the countries sharing 

contagious boundaries. Here, it becomes 

necessary for Nigeria to continue play its 

avowed destined leadership role in steering 

the course of MNJTF in order to achieve its 

lofty goals. However, for Nigeria to stamp 

its leadership position in enhancing security 

not only in its neighborhood but in Africa as 

a whole, the country must continue to show 

s e r i o u s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s e c u r i t y  

architectures likethe MNJTF. This can be 

done through the deployment of human and 

material resources in the fight against 

terrorism. In addition, it is imperative that 

the security personnel of MNJTF should 

work closely with individual leaders in 

border communities so as to gather 

necessary intelligence about the hideouts of 

Boko Haram terrorists. Finally, it can be 

stated that it is in the best interest of Nigeria 

and other countries in the West and Central 

African regions to promote peace and 

security that the MNJTF should not be 

disbanded even in the event of defeating 

Boko Haram terrorists.
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Abstract

Over the years, Nigeria has been grappling with diverse forms of armed conflict across 
its geo-political zones including the Northeast. The effects of such armed conflict have 
been felt by all strata of the population in this zone with the children worst hit. 
Subsequently, the Nigerian Government has independently and in partnership with 
other stakeholders, including the Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution (IPCR) 
intervened to mitigate the effect of the armed conflict on the inhabitants of the zone, 
especially children. This paper assessed the impact of armed conflict on children in the 
North-East. It further appraised the interventionist strategies of IPCR and partners, in 
mitigating the involvement of children in armed conflict in the zone.Data utilized are 
secondary, sourced mainly from journals, textbooks, the internet, IPCR's 
publications/policy documents etc.  Adopting mainly secondary data sources from 
articles, reports and extant literature and relying on content analysis to interrogate 
collected information, the study found that armed conflict including communal 
conflict and insurgency impacted negatively on the children in the Northeast; with 
scores killed, maimed, abducted, abused, recruited, enslaved, starved, exploited, 
insecure and separated from their families. It further discovered that the Nigerian 
government and particularly its conflict mitigation institution, IPCR, deployed certain 
measures towards addressing the menace to include the ratification and domestication 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its two Optional Protocols; the Safe 
Schools Declaration adopted in May 2015 and most importantly the IPCR/UNICEF 
partnership in the tracking of six grave violations against children and other strategic 
peacebuilding activities in the zone. Yet, the children in the Northeast continue to 
experience pain, anguish and hardship in the face of the armed conflict. The study 
recommends that the Nigerian government through the security operatives intensify 
her joint security operation in curtailing armed conflict and intermittent killing, 
maiming, exploitation e.t.c. of children in the region. Also, the government should 
address the underlying issues of poverty, unemployment, illiteracy e.t.c influencing 
the Northeast inhabitants to partake in conflict even as adequate funding is provided to 
IPCR to expand its reach in the deployment of durable solutions towards protecting 
children in the Northeast, Nigeria.

Children and Armed Conflict in Nigeria's North-east:  

Of IPCR'S Child Centric Interventions 

An Appraisal

Chukwuemeka I. Mbah  Olusola Olaniran &  Eze Emelogu

Key Words: Children, Armed Conflict, Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution (IPCR), 
                      Northeast, Protection



Introduction
Nigeria has a chequered history 

marked by its share of wars and violent 
conflicts occasioned by diversities such as 
ethnicity, religion, political contestation and 
competition over economic resources. The 
continued rise in the country's population has 
invariably meant a rise in the casualty figures 
in conflict situations, leaving an abundance of 
victims crippled, displaced or disoriented 
economically and psychologically. Among 
the vict ims l ies  a  very important  
demographic, a demographic that is most 
vulnerable to the ravaging effects of violent 
conflict, least adaptable and least likely to 
survive; Children.

Subsequently, the vicious occasions 
of armed conflict have continued to foster 
constant breakdown of law and order; the 
destabilisation of both structures and 
institutions; and the disruption of the rule of 
law meant to ensure the safety and well-being 
of the child especially in the North-East of 
Nigeria (SCA, 2016). The children's 
condition in this situation is worrisome, even 
as this vulnerable group has often been 
subjected to the cruellest forms of violence, 
deprivation and abuse. 

Amongs t  the  mos t  inhuman 
violations of the rights and the well-being of 
the child is the recruitment of children 
(persons below 18 years of age) as child 
soldiers, armed as actors and parties in 
violence and trained to perpetuate the worst 

forms of violence in the zone. So much 
international outrage and attention have been 
drawn to the unfortunate condition of children 
in this geo-political zone triggering the United 
Nations Security Council to designate a 
Monitoring and Reporting Mechanisms 
(MRM) in Nigeria to identify the six grave 
violations against this vulnerable group 
across board (IPCR, 2017). 

Unfortunately, Nigeria's recent 
records as regards the protection of children 
and armed conflicts (CAAC) has been abysmal, 
drawing criticisms by UN agencies, 
development bodies, INGOs and local actors 
alike. UNICEF (2020) estimated that over 
60percent of the currently more than 1.9 million 
internally displaced persons in Northeast 
Nigeria are children. More so, there were over 
1000 confirmed cases of forced recruitment 
orchestrated by Boko Haram militants across 
Nigeria's North-East in 2016 (UNICEF, 
2018).Additionally, Boko Haram insurgents 
have abducted, starved, exploited and sexually 
abused children necessitating concerted action 
by stakeholders the world over.

The international, regional and 

national bodies have devised several 

measures, both kinetic/hard power approach 

and non-kinetic/soft power approach, towards 

addressing the plights of children in armed 

conflict across the world. The United Nations 

General Assembly, for instance, adopted the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

at its Forty-fourth session on 20th November 
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1989. Also, the 'Paris Commitments' and 

'Paris Principles' (PC&PP) was adopted at an 

international conference in France in 2007. 

The content of the PC&PP is not in variance 

with the provisions of the CRC as these legal 

frameworks are aimed at protecting children 

from violence, exploitation and abuse during 

armed conflict worldwide. 

Nationally, the Nigerian government 

independently and in collaboration with 

stakeholders has deployed certain measures 

towards ending the menace.  Such 

interventions included the ratification and 

domestication of the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child and its two Optional Protocols. 

The Institute for Peace and Conflict 

Resolution (IPCR), in fulfilling its mandate in 

Nigeria, has intervened in the deployment of 

durable solutions towards preventing the 

abuse of children in armed conflict.  However, 

the impacts of these measures have not been 

felt substantially in ameliorating the plights of 

children in armed conflict as killings, 

maiming, abduction, injustice and rights 

abuse of this vulnerable group have continued 

particularly in the region.  This forms the 

motivation for this paper.

Therefore, this paper seeks to assess the 

impacts of armed conflict on children in the 

Northeast geo-political zone of Nigeria. Also, the 

interventionist strategies deployed by the IPCR 

to mitigate the involvement of this vulnerable 

group in armed conflict will be appraised. The 

next section of the paper clarifies the key 

concepts while section three dwells on the armed 

conflict and its effects on children in the 

Northeast. Section four attempts to analyze the 

measures put in place by global and regional 

bodies while section five specifically focuses on 

the intervention of IPCR towards arresting the 

scourge. Finally, section six gives the conclusion 

and makes recommendations.

Conceptual Framework
Child: A Child, in Article 1 of the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, is described as a person below the 
age of 18 unless the laws of a particular 
country set the legal age for adulthood 
younger. This definition is not in any variance 
with the definition stipulated in Article 2 of 
the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare 
of the Child which goes thus: 

“A child means every human being 
below the age of 18 years”. Furthermore, 
Section 29 4(a) of the 1999 Nigerian 
Constitution stipulates that "full age" means the 
age of eighteen years and above”.  In 
interpretation, any Nigerian below the age of 
eighteen years can be referred to as a child, 
though, subsection 4(b) of the same section 
states that “any woman who is married shall be 
deemed to be of full age”. In all these 
definitions, it could be presumed that this set of 
people is gullible and vulnerable which 
necessitates their protection and caring in all 
ramifications of life including security in every 
society. At this juncture, itis appropriate to have 
a clear and concise understanding of the 
concept of “Armed Conflict”, as this will aid in 
attaining the overall objective of this exposé. 
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Armed Conflict: Armed conflict, 

according to the International Institute for 

Strategic Studies, is the sustained contest 

between two or more organized adversaries, 

making purposive use of armed force. It must 

be fought between two or more adversaries, 

which may be states or non-state actors. This 

conflict results in loss of life, destruction of 

infrastructure and displacement of civilian 

populations even the gullible and vulnerable 

group tagged the children.

Terrorism: Although there hardly exist 

a universal definition of terrorism, several 

attempts have been made to properly 

conceptualize the term and define it. The United 

States Institute for Peace attempts to provide a 

fitting definition of terrorism by defining it as 

“characterized by the use of violence against 

civilians with the expressed desire of causing 

terror or panic in the population (USIP, 2001). 

The US Federal Bureau of investigations further 

adds scope to the term by categorizing terrorism 

into the domestic and international kinds. 

International Terrorism is then defined as 

“violent, criminal acts committed by individuals 

and/or groups who are inspired by, or associated 

with designated foreign terrorist organizations or 

nations (state sponsored). Whilst domestic 

terrorism involves “violent, criminal acts 

committed by individuals and/or groups to 

further ideological goals stemming from 

domestic influences, such as those of political, 

religious, social, racial or environmental nature”. 

Violent Extremism: Like “terrorism” 

which is often used interchangeably with 

violent extremism, there exists no universal 

definition. However, the US Agency for 

international development (USAID) defines it 

as “advocating, engaging in, preparing or 

otherwise supporting ideologically motivated 

or justified violence to further social, economic 

or political objectives” (USAID, 2011).

Children in Armed Conflict in Nigeria's 
North-east: The Current Situation

Nigeria has been bedevilled with 
several forms of violent conflict across its 
geo-political zones including the North-East. 
Specifically, Nigeria's Northeast has 
experienced interfaith/communal conflict and 
radical extremism particularly by the dreaded 
Boko Haram insurgents in recent times (SCA, 
2016). These violent conflicts have taken a 
toll on the peace, infrastructure and human 
security of the region. 

Since the wake of the Boko Haram 
incursion in the Northeast, for instance, about 
1.9 million people have been displaced 
(UNICEF, 2020). The report of the UNICEF 
(2020) revealed that out of the 1.9 million 
displaced people in the zone, about 60 percent 

are children; many under the age of five. This 
figure is different from certain number of 
children displaced as a result of other forms of 
violent conflict in the zone. Indeed, the children 
have been hard hit in attacks staged by 
insurgents and during several forms of armed 
violence in the Northeast, causing their 

displacement in huge numbers in recent times.
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Displacement has further led to the 

loss of livelihood by the parents/guardians of 

the children in the zone, influencing their 

inability to fend for this vulnerable group. 

According to Mercy Corps (2018), terrorism 

in Nigeria's Northeast has caused the 

displacement of a large number of people and 

about $2.4 billion in losses to agriculture, 

$764 million to private enterprise, $15.3 

million in damage to public buildings as well 

as $306 million to transportation. The 

implication of such a horrendous situation has 

been poverty and hardship particularly for the 

children whose parents/guardians have lost 

their livelihood in the conflict.

The children in the Northeast have 

often been victims of starvation, hunger and 

malnutrition. In the report of the United 

Nations World Food Programme (2021), an 

estimated 3.4 million people are facing 

hunger and 300, 000 children are suffering 

from acute malnutrition in Borno, Yobe and 

Adamawa states of the Northeast zone 

recently. The report further revealed that 

about 8.6 million people are food insecure in 

the zone including the 1.75 million people 

living in camps or host communities within 

the shore of Nigeria. This situation is pathetic 

and further portends a great danger to the 

health of the children in this zone. 

Accord ing  to  Wor ld  Hea l th  

Organizat ion (2019) ,  severe  acute  

malnutrition, acute respiratory tract infection 

and watery diarrhoea are the leading causes of 

illness among children in the zone. In 

addition, an estimated 46% of health facilities 

are either fully destroyed or damaged in 

Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states of the 

Northeast since the insurgents started 

unleashing terror on the inhabitants of the 

zone (WHO, 2019). In essence, healthcare 

facilities are neither unavailable nor 

inaccessible in most of the communities 

ravaged by armed conflict in the region. More 

so, the available health facilities in the 

Northeast are overstretched, hurting 

healthcare service delivery for the inhabitants, 

particularly children. The World Health 

Organization and other stakeholders have 

oftentimes rehabilitated some selected health 

facilities destroyed by the insurgents. 

However, the continuous reign of terror by the 

armed sect has frustrated such efforts, causing 

the populations in healthcare services' needs, 

especially women and children, to suffer or 

die of treatable health ailment/conditions in 

the zone. 

Children in large numbers have been 

killed, maimed and suffered severe injury 

during the armed conflict in Nigeria's 

Northeast. 
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The ACLED, for instance, documented about 
3,346 incidents of Boko Haram invasion with 
almost 34,261 deaths between June 2011 and 
June 2018 in the zone. Though, this figure is 
slightly different from the account of NST, 
identifying about 2,021 incidences of Boko 
Haram attacks with 37,530 deaths within the 
same period and region (Campbell & 
Harwood, 2018).  Furthermore, an estimated 
432 children were killed and maimed in 
conflict-ridden Nigeria's northeast in 2018 
(UNICEF, 2018). These verified records are 
abysmally high even as several attacks led to 
the destruction of schools and other facilities 
owned by both government and individuals in 
the Northeast. According to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugee 
(2017), the conflict between Boko Haram and 

security forces destroyed 1,500 schools from 
January 2014 to December 2016, with at least 
1,280 teacher and student casualties.

Furthermore, the children in the 
Northeast zone have often been subjected to 
several forms of abuse including forced 
labour, sexual abuses, illegal detentions, 
forced marriages and forced recruitment. 
According to UNICEF (2018), there were 
over 1000 confirmed cases of forced 
recruitment orchestrated by Boko Haram 
militants across Nigeria's North-East in 2016. 
Furthermore, an estimated that more than 
3,500 children, most of whom were aged 13-
17, were recruited by armed militant groups 
between 2013 and 2017 and have been used in 
the ongoing armed conflict in northeast 
Nigeria (Ajakaye, 2019). This is different 
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from the 1,947 children (1,596 boys, 351 
girls) recruited and used as child soldiers in 
this region in 2018 as envisaged in the report. 

Below is the UNICEF fact sheet on grave 
violations against the children. 

Source: UNICEF via https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/where-we-work/other-countries/nigeria/

The above facts sheet, therefore, necessitates 
the need for Nigeria to endorse the Paris 
Principles and Paris Commitments (PP & PC), 
the most recent universally accepted norms and 
standards for the protection and eventual 
reintegration of children in armed conflict. The 
focus of the next section will be on the legal 
frameworks/instruments devised by 
international and regional bodies to address the 
plights of children in armed conflict. 

Global and Regional Legal Frameworks 
for the Protection of Children in Armed 
Conflict

Indeed, the analysis in the foregoing 
gives credence to the fact that children in 
Nigeria's Northeast like other conflict-ridden 
areas in the world have had horrendous 
experiences in terms of their safety and rights 
abuse, overtime. Very crucial in the Secretary-
General's report to the UN Security Council 
on CAAC in May 2013 is:

Theconcern that the evolving 
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character and tactics of armed conflict are 
creating unprecedented threats to children. 
The absence of clear front lines and 
identifiable opponents, the increasing use of 
terror tactics by some armed groups and 
certain methods used by security forces have 
made children more vulnerable. Children are 
being used as suicide bombers and human 
shields, while schools continue to be attacked, 
affecting girl-child education in particular and 
sometimes used as a camp for the security 
forces''. (United Nations, 2013)

The question now is that have there 
been no measures deployed globally, 
regionally and/or nationally to address the 
plights of this vulnerable and gullible group 
across board? In essence, several measures 
and interventions have been made public in 
literature pinpointing the unwavering efforts 
of nations, statutory bodies and political 
actors worldwide in response to children's 
quagmire in conflict-ridden areas like 
Nigeria's North East.

Globally, for instance, several laws 
have been made which are tailored around 
protection and dignifying the rights of children 
around the world. United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) adopted on 
20th November 1989 at the Forty-fourth 
session of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations is one of such laws. Though this 
convention reinforced several treaties signed at 
the General Assembly of the United Nations 
including the Declarations of the Rights of the 
Child of 1924 and 1959, it encourages member 
states across the world to;

‘Take all feasible measures to ensure 
protection and care of children who are 
affected by armed conflict' 'and such 
measures are encapsulated in Articles 6, 
14(1),19(1), 32(1) and 39 like other articles 
giving credence to children's wellbeing in this 
convention. 

These Articles are:
Article 6(1), (2) – “States parties 

recognize that every child has the inherent 
right to life”. “State parties shall ensure to 
the maximum extent possible the survival and 
development of the child”

Article 14 (1) –“Statesparties 
shallrespect the right of the child to freedom 
of thought, conscience and religion.

Article 19(1) – “ State parties shall 
t a k e  a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
administrative, social and e d u c a t i o n a l  
measures to protect the child from all forms of 
physical or mental violence, i n j u r y  o r  
abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, 
maltreatment or exploitation, including 
sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), 
legal guardian(s) or any other person who has 
the care of the child”

Article 39 – “States parties shall take 
all appropriate measures to promote physical 
and psychological recovery and social 
reintegration of a child victim of; any form of 
neglect, exploitation, or abuse;  torture or any 
other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment; or armed conflicts. 
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Such recovery and reintegration shall take 
place in an environment which fosters the 
health, self respect and dignity of the child.”

(OHCHR, 2018)
Subsequently, the Optional Protocol 

tends to strengthen the implementation of this 
Convention and increase the protection of 
children during armed conflicts. Under the 
Protocol, States are required to “take all 
feasible measures” to ensure that members of 
their armed forces under the age of 18 do not 
directly take part in hostilities. States must 
also raise the minimum age for voluntary 
recruitment into the armed forces from 15 
years but does not require a minimum age of 
18. Outrightly, the Protocol tends to remind 
States that children under 18 are entitled to 
special protection and so any voluntary 
recruitment under the age of 18 must include 
sufficient safeguards. It further bans 
compulsory recruitment below the age of 18. 
States parties must also take legal measures to 
prohibit independent armed groups from 
recruiting and using children under the age of 

18 in conflicts (UNICEF, 2008).
The provisions of the CRC are not in 

variance with the content of 'Paris 
Commitments' and 'Paris Principles' adopted 
at an international conference in Paris, 
France. In essence, the Government of France 
and UNICEF organized the "Free Children 
from War" Conference in February 2007 in 
Paris and upon its conclusion, the 'Paris 
Commitments' and 'Paris Principles' were 
adopted towards protecting children from 
violence, exploitation and abuse. 

Specifically, the two texts set out 
guidelines to protect children unlawfully 
recruited or used by armed forces or armed 
groups on the one hand; and on the other hand, 
they provide procedures to facilitate their 
release and reintegration into their 
communities along with other vulnerable 
children affected by armed conflict. Since 
2007, about 108 States/Nations have endorsed 
these Principles and Commitments and they 
have formed the bases upon which most 
Nations protect their children in situations of 
armed conflict. However, Nigeria is yet to 
endorse the PP & PC even as killing, maiming, 
abduction, sexual violence, forceful 
recruitment and rights abuse of children 
persists in Northeast Nigeria.

Regionally, the member states of the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU), now 
African Union (AU), adopted the African 
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the 
Childin 1990.This legal instrument is aimed at 
protecting the children in all ramifications 
even during the armed conflict. Articles 5(1), 
9(1) and 15(1) of this Charter read thus:

Article 5(1):  Every child has a right 
to live. This right shall be protected by law. 

Article 9(1): Every child has the right 
to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

Article 15(1): Every child shall be 
protected from all forms of economic 
exploitation and from performing any work 
that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere 
with their physical, mental, spiritual, moral, 
or social development.(African Union,1990)
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  N i g e r i a n  

governments, Federal, State and Local, have 

made efforts in protecting children in armed 

conflict, especially in the Northeast. The  Federal 

government, for example, has ratified and 

accented to many legal frameworks to include 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) 

and its Optional Protocol on the Involvement of 

Children in Armed Conflict (2000); the African 

Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

(1990); the Geneva Conventions (1949) and their 

Additional Protocols (1977); ILO Convention 

No. 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour and 

its Recommendation No. 190 (1999);  the Rome 

Statute of the International Criminal Court 

(1998); and the Safe School Declaration (2015).

In particular, Nigeria's President, 

Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR, ratified the Safe 
thSchools Declaration on 20  March 2019 in 

Abuja; the Safe School Declaration is a legal 

instrument emphasizing the need for 

countries to express support for the protection 

of students, teachers, schools, and universities 

from attack during times of armed conflict 

(OCHA, 2021). The declaration was signed 

and opened for endorsement by countries at an 

international conference held in Oslo, 

Norway in 2015. The implementation of this 

declaration like other treaties and conventions 

to the fullest across board especially in the 

Northeast has been a herculean task 

influencing the pain and hardship experienced 

by the Nigerian children in armed conflict. 

The Special Rapporteur of the UN Secretary-

General on Human Rights made scathing 

remarks about Nigeria's position on the six 

grave violations and general negative reports 

on the violation of the rights of children in 

armed conflict in his recent visit to Nigeria 

(United Nations, 2013).

IPCR and the Protection of 

Children in Armed Conflict in Nigeria

U n a rg u a b l y,  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  

institutions are strategic ingredients for 

progress, growth, stability and positive 

change in every democratic setting. In 

essence, the executive, judiciary, legislature 

and other formal institutions have been set up 

in many nations across the world, playing 

strategic roles in regulation, industrialization, 

economic stabilization, conflict management 

and maintenance of democratic culture.

In particular, Nigeria has institutions 

saddled with diverse responsibilities even in 

intervening and mitigating the effect of armed 

violence across board. The Institute for Peace 

and Conflict Resolution (IPCR) is the apex of 

Nigeria's establishments meant to undertake 

quality research on peace, security and 

conflict issues, provide quality advice to the 

government on related matters and design 

intervention strategies for the prevention, 

management and resolution of conflicts in 

Nigeria and Africa. It is by design mandated to 

play a role even in addressing the issue of 

armed conflict ongoing in Nigeria's 

Northeast.

Indeed, the mandate of the Institute 

for Peace and Conflict Resolution, (IPCR) 
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and Child protection meets at a critical 

intersection - Children in Armed Conflict. A 

critical part of the holistic peace process 

encompasses the plight of victims of armed 

conflict. The most vulnerable people in armed 

conflict over the years have been documented 

as women and children (Atim, 2019). The 

IPCR mandate of Peacebuilding and 

intervention situates the responsibility of 

active efforts at child's protection in conflict at 

the doorstep of the institute. To this end, the 

institute has formulated frameworks and 

partnerships with relevant UN agencies and 

development partners towards mapping out 

actionable strategies to solving the problem of 

child recruitment and victimhood in armed 

conflict even in the Northeast.

For instance, the IPCR, UNICEF and 

other stakeholders collaborated in deploying 

the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism 

(MRM) in the Northeast.The MRM is a legal 

instrument backed by the United Nations 

Security Council Resolution 1612 and aimed 

to protect children from six grave violation 

including the killing or maiming of children; 

Recruitment or use of children by armed 

forces or armed groups; Attacks on schools or 

hospitals; Rape or other sexual violence 

against children; Abduction of children; and 

denial of humanitarian access to children 

during armed conflict(IPCR, 2017). The legal 

framework is further targeted at fostering the 

engagement of UN with the parties to armed 

conflict, to ensure that these parties are 

accountable and comply with international 

child's protection standards.

Upon the listing of Nigeria in the 

annual report of the UN Secretary-General in 

2017, an MRM task force was established in 

Nigeria and UNICEF co-chaired the 

engagement of the MRM with the IPCR and 

other relevant stakeholders to develop action 

plans to end and prevent these violations from 

taking place, noting that governments hold 

ultimate responsibility for protecting children 

and ending impunity for grave violations 

against  children.  More so,  IPCR's 

engagement with UNICEF was designed as 

part of the government's effort to elevate the 

issue of the six grave violations against 

children to the levels of government priority 

to spur action and be part of frameworks 

seeking to provide lasting solutions.

In addition, as part of a framework for 

durable solutions to forestall the recruitment, 

involvement and victimization of child in 

armed conflict situations, IPCR and UNICEF 

partnered to ensure Nigeria's endorsement of 

the Paris P r i n c i p l e s  a n d  P a r i s  

Commitments as the release, rehabilitation 

and reintegration of children detained by any 

parties to conflict became a matter of urgency. 

To facilitate the foregoing, UNICEF in 

technical cooperation with IPCR drafted a 

Hand-over P r o t o c o l  f o r  c h i l d r e n  

encountered in the course of military 

operations in North-East Nigeria and the Lake 

Chad Basin region (IPCR, 2018). Since early 
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2 0 1 7 ,  I P C R  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d i n g  

administrative and technical support to key 

government agencies, the Nigerian military 

and UN partners on the development of this 

Handover Protocol. However, despite the 

efforts of IPCR and partners, a number of 

social, political, bureaucratic and even 

geographical factors continue to further 

complicated the volatile situation, calling for 

the consolidation of action and adoption of 

better tailored strategies going forward. Some 

of these factors include:

(a) Erosion of Formal and Informal 

Institutions on Child's Protection: Conflict 

often results in the destruction of 

infrastructure and institutions of governance 

in the society. Because conflict begets a 

situation of a humanitarian crisis, both 

authorities and families in the Northeast are 

under critical threat. The failure of institutions 

to survive at this time portends serious issues 

for the children particularly their safety, 

healthcare, education etcetera.

(b) Ungoverned Spaces Serving as Safe 

Haven for the Insurgents: There are gross 

child rights violations committed against 

children held in certain areas serving as a 

haven for the insurgents. Boko Haram 

insurgents as a matter of ideology, believe that 

child marriage and forceful religious 

conversions are acceptable. Furthermore, 

sexual violations and violence against 

children are rife in these ungoverned spaces. 

The inability of government forces to 

dislodge these insurgents in these areas and 

the inaccessibility of these areas to 

humanitarian agencies and child protection 

officers present a major challenge for the 

liberation and welfare of children either 

recruited into violent extremism or being 

sexually violated in these parts.

(c) Despite the ratification of relevant 

instruments, the lack of commitment on the 

part of the Nigerian government to take 

holistic and concerted action on child 

protection issues also presents a major 

challenge. Actions in terms of the provision of 

funding, logistics and support are gravely 

needed to complement the efforts of 

international agencies. Also, in most areas of 

the northeast affected by disasters or crises, 

the government hardly prioritizes the rights of 

the child in humanitarian situations; most 

efforts are focused on rebuilding and 

reconstruction.

(d) Funding of IPCR to further deploy 

durable solutions in the Northeast: IPCR has 

not been funded well to facilitate its 

peacebuilding activities in the zone overtime.

Conclusion

The Northeast Nigeria has been enmeshed in 

several forms of armed conflict overtime. 

Children have been worst hit in this conflict as 

they have been abducted, recruited, exploited 

and abused during conflict in the zone. This is in 

variance with protocols, treaties, conventions 
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and other legal instruments framed by global, 

regional and national bodies, aimed at 

protecting the interest of children across board. 

Government and its institutions particularly 

IPCR have played strategic roles in addressing 

this menace, however, the children are still 

being faced with hurdles in this zone. Often 

times, the implementation of the legal 

framework has been a problem, influencing the 

infringement of fundamental rights of every 

child in the region. Many children have been 

killed, maimed and lacked parental care/love 

as a result of armed conflict ongoing in the 

Northeast. No doubt, the abuse of the rights 

and privileges of this vulnerable group is 

detrimental to futuristic peace and 

development of the zone and Nigeria as a 

whole.

Recommendations

I. To break the cycle of violence, the 
Nigerian government through the security 
operatives should intensify its joint security 
operation in curtailing armed conflict and 
intermittent killing, maiming, exploitation 
e.t.c., of children in the region. Subsequently, 
the government should address the underlying 
issues of poverty, unemployment, illiteracy 
e.t.c., influencing the Northeast inhabitants to 
partake in armed conflict.

II. Government should be more proactive in 

implementing policies and taking decisive 

actions that will disconnect the chain of using 

children in any armed conflict situation. 

Government should ensure the reconstruction of 

damaged health and educational infrastructures 

to judiciously activate such to support the 

psycho-social development of children. 

III. On a specific note, there is the need to 

re-orientate the security forces to be wary of 

occupying child development centered 

infrastructures as security camps to 

prosecute wars.

IV. The Paris Principles and Paris 

Commitments (PP & PC) present actionable 

solutions to tackle the problem of child's 

involvement and protection in armed conflict. 

There is an urgent need to begin robust 

advocacy and enlightenment towards the 

adoption and operationalization of the 

PC&PP like other legal frameworks in 

Nigeria.

V. There is an urgent need to strengthen 

State/Non-State institutions to be responsive 

to the issues of child's protection in Nigeria 

particularly in the North-East. In essence, 

resources should be made available to 

relevant institutions to build their capacity to 

intervene, receive, rehabilitate and re-

integrate children involved in armed conflict.

VI. IPCR should be provided with 

adequate funding to be able to carry out its 

responsibility specifically in deploying 

durable solutions towards protecting children 

in armed conflict across Nigeria.
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Introduction
Crime prevalence in the world today is 

a cause for serious concern for all and sundry. 
It undermines the social fabric by eroding the 
sense of safety and security. Crime impacts on 
society in a variety of ways according to the 
nature and extent of crime committed. It 
constitutes a problem when its occurrence is 
so rampant in the society that it constitutes a 
threat to the security of persons and property, 

as well as social order and solidarity (Onoge, 
1988). The costs of crime are tangible and 
intangible, economic and social, direct and 
indirect, physical and psychological, 
individual and community. In fact, it is from 
the cost that the consequences of crime are 
derived. The cost of crime can be incurred as a 
result of actual experience of criminal 
activities, when there is physical injury and 
when properties are stolen, damaged or 
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Abstract

Crime is a common phenomenon found in any society. Indeed, no society can claim 
that crime and criminals do not exist within its territory. Over the years, the rate of 
crime has been on the increase in Nigeria with criminals developing and evolving 
innovative and dynamic mechanisms to avoid detection and arrest. This has in turn 
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destroyed. It could also be in the form of 
psychological and emotional pains as a result 
of shock due to the crime committed against 
the victim. Also the cost of crime can be 
incurred in an attempt to prevent or control 
crime. As a consequence of the prevalence of 
crime in society,  the demographic 
composition may be altered through mass 
movement of people from crime-prone areas 
to areas perceived to be relatively crime-free. 
This can also lead to brain drain and other 
socio-economic consequences.

According to Adebayo (2013), crime 
is a threat to the economic, political and social 
security of a nation and a major factor 
associated with underdevelopment; because it 
discourages both local and foreign 
investments, reduces the quality of life, 
destroys human and social capital, damages 
relationship between citizens and the states, 
thus undermining democracy, rule of law and 
the ability of the country to promote 
development. Therefore, the relationship 
between crime prevention, the existence of 
law and order and the development and 
growth of a society, both in the physical and 
economic sense, cannot be over emphasized.  
It is only a mind that is at peace that can 
rationally address the issues of procreation, 
economic development and societal growth. A 
disturbed mind is a restless and distraught 
personality. It is therefore imperative to have 
security, peace and order in the society to 
assure its growth and development.

Nigeria is among the developing 
countries of the world, and she is experiencing 
a prevalence of rising crime waves, criminal 

in ten t ions  and  vary ing  degree  o f  
delinquencies. Historically, Dambazau 
(1994) noted that Nigeria has been on the 
global crime map since 1980s. The nature of 
these crimes include armed robbery, murder, 
rape, car theft, burglary, fraud, bribery and 
corruption, food and drug adulteration, 
gambling, smuggling, human trafficking, 
kidnapping, drug trafficking, money 
laundering, internet scam, advanced fee fraud 
and other illegal activities.

Dambazzau (2007) further defined 
crime prevention as a pattern of attitudes and 
behaviours directed both at reducing the 
threat of crime and enhancing the sense of 
safety and security to positively influence the 
quality of life, and to develop environments 
where crime cannot flourish. It is also the 
anticipation, recognition and appraisal of 
crime risk and the initiation of some action to 
reduce or remove it. He further asserts that 
crime control involves the idea of solving 
crime problems, arresting suspects, 
prosecuting and incapacitating offenders 
(Dambazzau, 2007). The prevention and 
control of crime, therefore, deals with the 
immediate situation and rests on the discovery 
of past criminal behaviour.

The rate of crime in Nigeria continues 
to increase calling to question the capacity of 
the Nigeria Police Force and other security 
agencies to effectively prevent and control 
crime. Cases of armed robbery, kidnappings, 
ritual killings, organ harvesting and 'one 
chance' robbery are reported daily. These 
criminals seem to have developed new tactics 
such as the use of Point of Sales (POS) 
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machines, cyber crimes, Automated Teller 
Machine (ATM) cloning, among others. 
These are contemporary dynamic acts of 
criminality requiring innovative management 
strategies. This study therefore examined 
contemporary crime dynamics and crime 
prevention strategies in Nigeria in the specific 
case of the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
Abuja. The FCT is purposely selected as case 
study because it is the political capital of 
Nigeria. It is home to the executive, legislative 
and judiciary leaders of Nigeria. As the seat of 
national government, it is attractive to 
criminals and criminally minded elements. 
However, crimes in the FCT have become 
dynamic in nature with criminals adopting 
and deploying new strategies and tactics.

Aim and Objectives of the Study

The aim of the study is to examine the 
contemporary crime dynamics and crime 
prevention strategies in Nigeria, under the 
context of the Federal Capital Territory, 
Abuja. The specific objectives are as follows:

1. To identify the prevalent crimes militating 
against peace and security and their 
causes.

2. To highlight the contemporary dynamics 
of crimes in Nigeria's FCT

3. To investigate the crime prevention and 
management strategies developed and 
deployed by relevant authorities.

4. To highlight workable and effective 
strategies for crime management and 
prevention.

Research Methodology

The research methodology for this study 
is descriptive design. The researchers deployed 
survey method which was aimed at collecting 
samples from a population in order to examine 
the distribution incidence and interaction of the 
phenomenon in the study. The population of this 
study is a cross section of Nigerians resident in 
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. Based on 
accessibility, resources and time constraints, the 
researchers purposely selected a sample 
population of 120 questionnaire respondents for 
the study. Secondary data were retrieved from 
scholarly textbooks, journals, official 
publications, seminar and conference papers and 
newspapers/magazines while primary data for 
the study were retrieved from questionnaires. 
Data was analysed using SPSS and are presented 
in descriptive statistics using simple frequencies 
and percentages.

Conceptual framework
Crime

Adebayo, (2013) viewed crime as a 
deviant behavior that violates prevailing 
norms – cultural standards prescribing how 
human beings ought to behave normally. This 
approach considers the complex realities 
surrounding the concept of crime and seeks to 
understand how changing social, political, 
psychological and economic conditions may 
affect the current definitions of crime and the 
form of legal, law enforcement and penal 
responses made by society. For example, as 
cultures change and the political environment 
shifts, certain behavior may be 'criminalized' 
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or 'decriminalized', which will directly affect 
the statistical crime rates, determine the 
allocation of resources for the enforcement of 
such laws and influence general opinion. For 
Mathews (1993), crimes are the outcome of 
social changes, which are brought about by 
social developments and exposure of 
Nigerians to the Western culture and their life 
style. Crime is a socially constructed 
phenomenon. Its meaning is profoundly 
influenced by considerations of time and 
space. Its construction is based upon the 
interaction of four key elements – victims, 
offenders, the state and the public. 

Crime Prevention

Australian Institute of Criminology 
AIC, (2012) define crime prevention as the 
variety of approaches that are applied by 
individuals, societies, industries, non-
government institutions and all tiers of 
government to target the numerous social and 
ecological influences that increase the 
dangers of crime, disorder and persecution. 
Crime prevention includes all actions 
intended to prevent or reduce the incidence of 
a particular type of crime. This can be 
achieved through altering the environs in 
which they happen, or by superseding more 
approximately to alter the social or other 
circumstances which are supposed to have 
fundamental implication with respect to them.

According to the Nigeria Police Force 
NPF (2009) decreasing the rate of crime also 
stresses a process of analysis to control the 
source of specific types of criminal activities 

as well as the harmonization of resources and 
abilities of a variety of role players to 
i m p l e m e n t  a n d  d e v e l o p  s u i t a b l e  
interferences. Ladan, (1998) noted that crime 
prevention refers to the distraction of 
instruments that cause crime. Crime 
prevention is also defined as the design of 
attitudes and actions directed at both 
decreasing the danger of crime and improving 
the sense of protection and security to 
definitely influence the quality of life and to 
develop situations where crime cannot be 
committed. Adebayo, (2013) stated that 
cr iminologists  have outl ined three 
perceptions of crime prevention which are 
primary, secondary and tertiary preventions

:
Primary Prevention: Under this 

approach, societies try to alter ecological 
circumstances that provide chances for the 
incidence of criminal actions. At this level, the 
main focus of relevant security agencies 
revolve around three major areas namely: (a) 
increasing the determination, increasing the 
danger of committing crime, and decreasing 
the reward for the likely offender.

Secondary prevention: At this stage, 
efforts are intensified to change people, 
particularly those at high risk of getting on 
criminal occupation before they do so. The 
agents of this secondary crime prevention 
include; The mass media, various agencies 
and organizations like Non-Governmental 
Organiza t ions  (NGOs)  and  publ ic  
enlightenments. 
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Tertiary Prevention: At this phase, 
the actual offender is the main focus. The aim 
is to prevent future occurrence of the criminal 
acts. It also aimed at total eradication of the 
criminal acts. Prisons and probation homes 
are the agents involved in this stage.

National Security

The concept of security has been 
conceived from various perspectives: the 
normative, objective and subjective. In the 
normative sense, security denotes the orderly 
existence of things or a state of protective 
environment (Aja, 2009). In the objective 
sense, security has to do with the absence of 
threat to life, liberty, property and core values. 
At the subjective point of view, security 
measures the absence of fear, anxiety, tension 
or apprehension of being in danger of losing 
one's life, property, or values dear to an 
individual or nation. Security is usually taken 
as the topmost priority of the state as every 
other sector and even life remains vulnerable 
without security. Thomas Hobbes (1588 – 
1679), a realist scholar, described security as 
the protection of lives, property, the entire law 
and order through the political sovereignty 
and monopoly of violence which the state or 
government provides.

Similarly, national security as 
described by Aja (2009) includes: Overall total 
security of life and property; security of the 
economy and the economic resource sectors of 
the country; security of food and raw material 
resources of the people as well as their general 
health; the environment; national integrity and 

preservation of all that a society considers to be 
dear, important and valuable. With respect to 
Nigeria, national security represents the totality 
of the efforts of the state towards the protection 
of lives and property of the citizens, preserving 
her sovereignty, territoriality, the economy, and 
enhancement of overall socio-cultural and 
political harmony in the country. Total security 
which has been adopted for Nigeria's defence 
and security by the Federal Government 
encompasses three elements which are: total 
defense, diplomacy and internal security 
(Ogbonaya & Ehiagiamusoe, 2013) 

National security is usually centred on 
the protection, safety and survival of both the 
state and its citizens from harm, destruction or 
some other threats dangerous to human survival 
(Adebakin & Raimi, 2012). National security 
also refers to the concerted efforts aimed at 
avoiding, preventing, reducing or resolving 
violent conflicts at various levels or dimensions 
of its manifestation (Stan, 2004). Moreover, 
Babangida (2011) contended that national 
security represents the physical protection and 
defence of the citizens as well as a nation's 
territorial sovereignty and integrity. National 
security also ensures the promotion of better 
living conditions and prosperity of the people 
under a safe and secure atmosphere necessary 
for the attainment of a nation's national interest 
as well as those of other nationals.

Some Dimensions of National Security 

Adebakin & Raimi (2012), Aja (2009) and 
Adedoyin (2014) have identified several aspects or 
dimensions of national security to include: 
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State Security 

The form of government adopted by a 
nation state usually affects the functions such 
a state renders to its citizens and how the state 
will conceive the entire security framework. For 
instance, the role of the state varies under unitary, 
federal or confederal arrangements. Each state in 
this case uses its own security system and 
network to complement national security efforts 
to ensure that basic necessities of life and safety 
of the citizens are not compromised. 

Domestic Security 

This has to do with the protection of 
households, lives and property against 
possible threats arising from the domestic 
environment, such as, armed robbery attacks, 
fire disasters, domestic violence, cases of rape 
and other forms of domestic threat that may 
destabilize the peace of household dwellers. 

Industrial and workplace security 

This refers to measures put in place to 
promote safety in the workplace and 
protection against insecurity of life, accidents 
or other threats that may cripple institutional 
or industrial productivity. Safety measures in 
this regard may include personal safeguards, 
fire disaster management, prevention of 
property vandalization, hostage taking, 
kidnapping and environmental pollution. 

Human Security 

The safety of the human populace 
constitutes the bedrock of social stability. 
Unlike traditional security, human security 
emphasizes the protection of the human 
populace against both internal and external 
threats. Effective management of social 
disorder has been noted as one of the means of 
handling acts of insecurity. Conflict 
management and humanitarian programmes 
of the international community have 
remained key aspects of human security 
approach (Adedoyin, 2014). 

Economic Security 

This guarantees an assured income for 
individual family members, productive 
employment, as well as proper remuneration. 
On the other hand, unemployment, abject 
poverty, and economic handicap constitute 
serious threats to the economic security of 
individuals. 

Food Security 

This requires consistent provision and 
availability of basic food and nutrition to 
members of society to ensure their well being 
and protection from hunger, malnutrition and 
starvation, climate change, flood in farmlands, 
drought, outbreak of diseases on farm crops 
among others which results in poor yield of 
crops which in turn, threaten food security. 
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Community Security 

This implies the safety or protection of 
a community from various forms of losses such 
as loss of traditional homelands, values and 
customs as well as the ones arising from ethno-
religious and communal or sectarian crises. 

Political Security 

This has to do with measures taken to 
promote the safety of the political 
environment and make people have 
confidence in the political system. Efforts 
usually put in place in this regard include, the 
protection of fundamental human rights, 
freedom from torture, extra-judicial killings, 
voter intimidation, vote buying, rigging and 
other forms of electoral malpractices.

Factors Affecting the Effectiveness of 
Crime Prevention and Control by the 
Nigeria Police Force

Section 4 of the Police Act No 23 of 
1979, specified the functions of the Nigeria 
Police Force as: the Police shall be employed 
for the prevention and detection of crime, 
apprehension of offenders, the preservation of 
law and order, the protection of life and 
property, and due enforcement of all laws and 
regulations with which they are directly 
charged, and perform military duties within or 
without Nigeria as may be required of them 
by, or under the authority of this or any other 
Act. According to Critchley (1978) the police 
was founded to deal with social problems. 
According to Olong and Agbonika (2013) one 

sad aspect of the Nigeria Police under the 
present dispensation is that the police have 
become a tool for the perpetration of electoral 
malpractice and an instrument in the hand of 
the ruling government to frustrate popular 
democracy. The Nigeria police under the 
present dispensation have become an 
instrument for victimising political opponents 
and parties. (Oteh and Alexander 2012).

However, the following are some of the 
factors militating against the efficiency of the 
police as required by the provisions of this Act.

Inadequate equipment: The police 
lack modern equipment to effectively combat 
crime in Nigeria. A former Inspector General 
of Police, Ehindero (2008), observed that 
infrastructural facilities and the much-needed 
equipment are in short supply in the police 
force. Vehicles, communication equipment, 
scientific tools for investigation, intelligence 
gathering control equipment are grossly 
inadequate. Less than 5% of policemen in the 
States and Federal Capital Territory have 
walkie-talkie for communication during 
patrols. Less than 20% of the Police Stations 
have telephones to respond to distress calls 
from the public during emergencies. In terms of 
vehicles, about 5% of the commands have one 
or no lorry and other operational vehicle. The 
situation has not really changed till now. 
According to the National Daily Newspaper of 

thJanuary 25 , (2013), inadequate funding can 
hamper Police efforts in Nigeria. If they do not 
have the necessary tools to work; you will be 
providing room for what will aid corruption in 
the sector. The police officers in UK and 
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Nigeria do the same job, they want to save the 
community, deal with crime and terrorism but 
the difference is that there is infrastructure in 
the UK, every officer has a radio, have access to 
vehicles, petrol but here, a police officer does 
not even have enough money to put petrol in the 
police cars. The basic job is the same but the 
Nigeria Police has less resource that is needed 
on ground. Inadequate resources and 
infrastructures have made the Police less 
effective, and this is responsible for the 
corruption experienced in the force. 
Government must rise to the responsibility of 
providing sufficient resources to make the 
Nigeria Police effective in fighting crime as 
well as efficient in service delivery”

Lack of motivation for the police: 
Motivation is a serious factor as far as 
efficiency in any endeavour is concerned. 
Dambazzau (2007) observed that motivation 
goes a long way to encourage a worker to 
work to maximum capacity. There are 
policemen who have been on the same rank 
for fifteen (15) years. It is a fact that less than 
25% of the policemen in Nigeria have Barrack 
accommodation. Also a visit to some of the 
barracks will reveal the sorry state of the 
barracks. Some of the barracks are in various 
states of dilapidation and squalor and are in 
dire need of renovation to make it habitable as 
decent conditions of living for the policemen. 
Also, Sulaiman Musa noted in a Saturday 
column of Weekly Trust, 4-10 March 2006,  
that “the Nigeria police cannot be said to be 
functional. Apart from the fact that they are 
underfunded and reduced to mere object of 

degradation with meager salaries, they also 
have to operate in less habitable places as 
offices in addition to poor shelter (barracks). 
Our police are demoralized and yet they are 
the ones assigned the tedious and dangerous 
jobs of patrolling our highways, chasing 
armed robbers, fishing out criminals, as well 
as restoration of peace. We are quick to blame 
them once they perform below our high 
expectation; unmindful of the conditions 
under which they have to operate. Though this 
has improved slightly over the years, but 
much more still needs to be done in order to 
motivate the rank and file of the police. 

Lack of co-operation from the public 
and negative perception of the police: Crime 
prevention and control is a collective 
responsibility. The police cannot do it alone. 
But the vast majority of Nigerians do not 
believe in the saying that 'police is your 
friend', either because of past experience with 
police or for some other reasons known to 
them. The public perception of the police in 
Nigeria has greatly affected the level of 
support given to the police in combating 
crime. As a result of this, many refrain from 
giving valuable information which could have 
helped to checkmate crime to the police. 
Public participation is very important in 
assisting the police to achieve the desired 
effective crime prevention and control.

Poverty: According to Oxford 
rd

Dictionary of Sociology, 3  edition, poverty is 
a state in which resources, usually material 
resources are lacking. Poverty in absolute 
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terms refers to a state in which the individual 
lacks the resources necessary for subsistence. 
In other words, poverty is the state of one who 
lacks a certain amount of material possessions 
or money. Absolute poverty or destitution 
refers to the deprivation of basic human 
needs, which commonly includes food, water, 
sanitation, clothing, shelter, health care and 
education. Relative poverty is defined 
contextually as economic inequality in the 
location or society in which people live. 
Poverty can be described as pronounced 
deprivation in well-being, and comprises 
many dimensions (World Bank, 2017). It 
includes low incomes and the inability to 
acquire the basic goods and services 
necessary for survival with dignity. Poverty 
also encompasses low levels of health and 
education, poor access to clean water and 
sanitation, inadequate physical security, lack 
of voice, and insufficient capacity and 
opportunity to better one's life. Poverty may 
also be understood as an aspect of unequal 
social status and inequitable social 
relationships, experienced as social 
exclusion, dependency, and diminished 
capacity to participate, or to develop 
meaningful connections with other people in 
society (Silver, 1994). The poverty level in 
Nigeria is high and this has resulted in 
increased in criminal activities. Many have 
taken up crime to make ends meet and as a 
result, the police are over-stretched both in 
personnel and equipment. 

Unemployment: In Nigeria, the 
unemployment rate is worrisome. It has 

consistently increased in the last few years. 
Recently, a former presidential aspirant in 
Nigeria, wondered why Nigeria experiences 
rising rate of unemployment despite its rating 
as one of the fastest growing economies in the 
world Eze and Onwe (2019. Unemployed 
youths are readily available for anti-social 
criminal activities that undermine the stability 
of society. The rising rate of unemployment 
has further affected the effectiveness of the 
police to combat crime. The police are most 
time overwhelmed with the enormity and 
frequency of crime committed. Because 
unemployment readily creates a large army of 
potential criminals, effective policing has 
remained a mirage in Nigeria. 

Family breakdown: The role of the 
family in maintaining a stable and crime free 
society cannot be over-emphasized. The 
increasing rate of family and marriage 
breakdown and its attendant effect on the 
children and the society at large has become 
ticking time-bomb because it has given rise to 
increase in criminal activities by the children of 
the broken homes. For Eze and Onwe (2019), 
“it is important that we recognize the role of 
marriage in building a strong society, especially 
if we want to give children the best chance in 
life. Children from broken homes are nine times 
more likely to commit crimes than those from 
stable families. Seven out of 10 offenders come 
from broken homes. Family life affects all of us 
– what happens on our streets; in our 
communities; and in our economy. What is 
learnt at a very early age goes a long way to 
determine what a  person will eventually 

112 Understanding Contemporary Crime Dynamics And Prevention Strategies In The Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Nigeria



become and the life one will lead." (New 
th

Telegraph Newspaper, 6 , Feb, 2013).

Bribery and Corruption: The Nigeria 
Police are becoming notorious for right of 
abuse, corruption and lack of efficiency. The 
Police personnel are poorly paid. They do not 
get proper training, politicians treat them like 
private or domestic workers (Lukman, 2014). 
The Nigeria police is well known for its 
rottenness as many of the police officers are 
known to be corrupt. Bribery and Corruption 
are twin cankerworms that have eaten deep into 
the fabric of the Nigerian society. The police are 
known not to be exempted from this reckless 
orgy of financial ignominy. Funds released to 
the police are known to have been diverted into 
private pockets. Also, criminals are known to 
usually bribe their way through and escape the 
long arm of justice. This has led to the increase 
in criminal activities since the criminals know 
that the police can be bought at a price. Arrested 
criminals are back on the streets again the next 
day if they or their god-fathers can negotiate 
and pay an agreed sum. This has greatly 
affected the effectiveness of the police in crime 
prevention and control in Nigeria. 

Theoretical Framework 

Anomie theory
The theory developed by Emily 

Durkheim argued that the specialized division 
of labour and the rapid expansion of 
industrialized society contained threats to 
social solidarity. This tends to produce a 
situation of anomie, which literally means 

normlessness. Anomie is present when social 
controls are weak, when the moral obligations 
that constrain individuals and regulate their 
behaviour are not strong enough to function 
effectively. He argued that crime is an 
inevitable and normal aspect of social life. It is 
inevitable because not every member of society 
can be equally committed to the collective 
sentiments (the shared values and moral 
beliefs) of society (Haralambos & Holborn, 
2007). Durkheim saw a number of indications 
of anomie in late 19th century industrial society 
particularly in high rate of suicide and other 
crimes, industrial conflicts etc. With increased 
prosperity, desires increase; the traditional rules 
lose their authority and behaviours become 
more exigent and impatient of control. He 
believed that solution to anomie could be 
provided within the existing framework of 
industrial society. Globally, the police as an 
agent of government have the legal function to 
prevent and control crime in the society. 

In the Nigerian context in the 21st 
century, the breakdown of family values, high 
unemployment rate, the prevalence of the 
twin evils of bribery and corruption, and the 
inability of the police to function effectively 
in the prevention and control of crime due to 
inadequate equipment and demoralized 
personnel, have all contributed significantly 
to the breakdown of law and order. It is a fact 
that there is a reign of chaos and terror in the 
polity and citizens sleep with virtually one eye 
open. On the highways and in the homes, 
every minute is lived on the edge as criminals 
may strike anytime. Criminal activities such 
as murder, rape, theft etc. are on the increase 
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and these have thrown the polity into greater 
confusion and fear. It is indeed a situation of 
normlessness as the anomie theory stipulates.

 The issues causing rise in crime and 
criminality in Nigeria are present in the FCT, 
such issues include: youth unemployment, 
poverty, corruption, break down in family 
values among others. Therefore, the FCT as a 
microcosm of the larger Nigeria continue to 
grapple with these issues. Furthermore, as 
argued by Durkheim, the rapid expansion of the 
FCT has brought about increased inflow of 
people into the city. This has two major effects 
on crime rate. First, criminals migrate into the 

city easily; secondly, the increase in population 
of the FCT makes it attractive for criminals.

Presentation and Discussion of Findings: 
Research Objective One (A): Identify the 
prevalent crimes militating against peace 
and security

In order to accurately capture and reflect 
the views and opinions of respondents to this 
research question, responses were aggregated, 
grouped and categorized. Thereafter, the 
identified responses were analyzed and their 
frequencies and percentages retrieved. Table 1 
below outlines the study's findings: 
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Table 1: Distribution of respondents' opinions on prevalent crimes in Nigeria's FCT

Category  Frequency  Percentage  

‘One chance’ (when 

passengers are robbed inside 

a moving taxi)

 

 

 
97

 

 

 
82.2

 
Car theft

 

82

 

69.5

 Armed robbery

 

69

 

58.4

 Pick pocket

 

56

 

47.4

 
Kidnapping

 
Rape 

 

419

 

Internet scam (Yahoo Yahoo)

Job racketeering 

47

 
35

 

47

 

95

87

39.8

 
29.6

 

39.8

 

80.5

73.7



Research Objective One (B): Identify the causes of crime militating against peace and security.
Table 2: Distribution of respondents' opinions on causes of crime in Nigeria's FCT

Category Frequency  Percentage  
Unemployment  88  91.6  
Poverty 82  85.4  
Ready availability of arms  69  71.9  
Worship of wealth in society  56  58.3  
Desire for quick riches  
Existence of criminal 
hideouts  
Drug abuse  

47  
 

95  
56  

48.9  
 

80.5  
47.4  

Table 2 above indicated that 91.6% of 
the respondents' stated unemployment as a 
major cause of crime in Nigeria's FCT. 
Similarly, 85.4% of the respondents' opined 
that poverty is a cause of crime in the FCT, 
71.9% said ready availability of arms is a 
cause of crime in the FCT, 58.3% identified 
the undue worship of wealth in the society as a 
cause of crime in the FCT, 48.9% of 
respondents indicated that the desire for quick 
riches in the society is a cause of crime in the 
FCT, 80.5% of respondents indicated that the 
existence of criminal hideouts in the FCT 

causes crime while 47.4% of respondents said 
drug abuse is a cause of crime in the FCT. 

Research Objective Two: Highlight 
the contemporary dynamics of crime in 
Nigeria's FCT

This research question was answered by 
organising the response to items into frequencies 
and percentages in brackets as shown in Table 3 
and the emerging data were used for analysis. 
The alphabets were coded using Likert scale of: A 
= Agree, SA = Strongly Agree, D = Disagree, SD 
= Strongly Disagree, U = Undecided, DN = Don't 
Know respectively.
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Table 1 above revealed that 82.2% of 

the respondents indicated that “one chance” is 

a prevalent crime in Nigeria's Federal Capital 

Territory; 69.5% said car theft is another 

prevalent crime in the FCT, 58.4% identified 

armed robbery, 47.4% said pick pocket; 

39.8% identified kidnapping; 29.6% 

indicated rape; 39.9% identified 419, 80.5% 

idetified internet scam as prevalent crimes in 

the FCT while 73.7% of the study's 

respondents identified job racketeering as a 

prevalent crime in the FCT. 
Summarily, table 1 above have 

showcased the opinions, views and 
perceptions of the study's respondents on the 
major prevalent crimes in Nigeria's FCT. 
Findings revealed that these crimes based on 
their percentage levels include: one chance, 
internet scam, job racketeering, car theft, 
armed robbery, pick pocket, kidnapping and 
419 as well as rape. 



Table 3 shows that 29.1% of the respondents 
agreed while 23.3% strongly agreed that the 
use of technology by criminals who move 
around with Point of Sales (POS) machines 
and force their victims to move funds out of 
their bank accounts as well as force victims to 
make direct cash transfers to the criminals' 
bank accounts is a contemporary crime 
dynamics in Nigeria's FCT. 9.7% disagreed 
while 14.1% strongly disagreed, 14.1% of the 
respondents were undecided just as 10% of 

the respondents said they do not know. Also 
28.3% of the respondents agreed while 25% 
strongly agreed that criminals disguise as 
disabled persons to commit crime in the FCT, 
while 21.6% of respondents disagreed, 10% 
strongly disagreed, 7.5% were undecided and 
another 7% did not know. In addition, 30.7% 
of the respondents agreed while 27.5% 
strongly agreed that a dynamic aspect of crime 
in the FCT is the use of unpainted taxis by 
criminals, while 18.3% and 15% of 

Table 3: Distribution of respondents' opinion on contemporary dynamics of crime in 
Nigeria's FCT

Description of items  A  SA  D  SD  U  DN   

Use technology for 

crime (Point of  
Sales-  POS, 

Transfers, ATM 

Password Theft)  

35  

(29.1%)  

28  

(23.3%)  

17  

(9.7%)  

14 

(14.1%)  

14  

(14.1%)  

12  

(10%)  

 

Criminals disguise 

as disabled persons  

34  

(28.3%)  

30  

(25%)  

26  

(21.6%)  

12  

(10%)  

09 

(7.5%)  

09  

(7.5%)  

 

Criminals operate 

in unpainted taxis
 

37
 

(30.7%)
 

33
 

(27.5%)
 

22
 

(18.3%)
 

18
 

(15%)
 

10
 

(8.3%)
 

-
 

(%)
 

 

Criminals operate 

in traffic hold-ups at 

FCT suburbs
 

7
 

(5.8%)
 

-
 

39
 

(32.5%)
 

56
 

(46.6%)
 

18
 

(15%)
 

-
  

Crimes are 

committed around 

isolated areas in the 

FCT
 

61
 

(50.8%)
 

28
 

(23.3%)
 

11
 

(9.1%)
 

20
 

(16.6%)
 

 
-
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respondents disagreed and strongly 
disagreed, and 8.3% were undecided. 44.6% 
of the respondents strongly disagreed and 
32.5% disagreed that criminals operate during 
traffic in the suburbs of the FCT, 15% of 
respondents were undecided while 5.8% 
agreed. Similarly, 50.8% of the respondents 
agreed and 23.3% strongly agreed that crimes 
are committed in isolated areas in the FCT, 
9.1% of respondents disagreed while 16.6% 
strongly disagreed. 

Considering the information above, it 
can therefore be argued that use of technology 
for crime, disguise using disability, use of 
unpainted taxis and increased crimes at 
isolated areas are the contemporary crime 
dynamics that have emerged in Nigeria's FCT.

Research  Objec t ive  Three :  
Inves t iga te  contemporary  cr ime  
prevention and management strategies by 
relevant authorities in Nigeria's FCT

Table 4: Distribution of respondents' opinions on contemporary crime prevention 
and management strategies in Nigeria's FCT

Category
 

Frequency 
 

Percentage
 

Partnership with security 
agencies for increased 
security patrol and 
surveillance 

 

88
 

91.6
 

Installation of CCTVs

 

82

 

85.4

 

Strengthening of community 
policing

 

69

 

71.9

 

Building of new police posts 
and divisions

 

56

 

58.3

 

Creation of awareness and 
campaigns of security 
alertness

 

47

 

48.9
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security issues is also a response mechanism 
by the authorities. 

Research Objective Four: What 
are the workable and effective strategies 
for crime management and prevention in 
Nigeria's FCT?

In the questionnaire, this section was 
made open ended as the researchers wanted 
respondents to make personal suggestions 
towards crime management and prevention. 
Consequently, suggestions from respondents 
were categorized and their frequencies and 
percentages retrieved. 

Table 5 below provides further insight:

Table 4 above indicated that 91.6% of the 
respondents' stated that partnership with 
security agencies for increased security patrol 
and surveillance is part of the contemporary 
crime prevention and management strategies 
deployed by relevant authorities in Nigeria's 
FCT. Similarly, 85.4% of the respondents' 
opined that the installation of close circuit 
television by the authorities in strategic 
locations is another crime management and 
prevention strategy, 71.9% identified 
strengthening of community policing 
frameworks, 58.3% said building of police 
posts and divisions, 48.9% of respondents 
said creation of awareness and campaigns on 

Table 5: Distribution of respondents' opinions on workable and effective strategies for 
crime management and prevention

Category  Frequency  Percentage  

Monitoring of taxis especially 
from 7pm  

 

97  
 

82.2  

Increased presence of security 
agents at identified criminal 
flashpoints  

 
 

82  

 
 

69.5  

Deployment of technology in 
crime prevention and 
management  

 

69  
 

58.4  

Repair of faulty CCTVs 
 

56
 

47.4
 

House owners should have 
data on their tenants which 
can be passed to security 
agents

 

Provision of functional 
emergency phones lines for 
residents to report crime

 

Quick response by security 
agents to crime distress calls 

 

 
 
 

47
 

 
 

87
 

 

95
 

 
 
 

39.8
 

 
 

73.7
 

 

80.5
 



Table 5 above revealed that 82.2% of 

the respondents suggested that monitoring of 

taxis by relevant agencies especially from 

7pm should be done as a strategy for crime 

management and prevention in Nigeria's 

FCT; 69.5% of respondents said there should 

be increased security presence at identified 

criminal flashpoints and black spots in the 

city; 58.4% of respondents said technology 

should be deployed in the crime management 

and prevention;  47.4% of respondents 

suggested repair of faulty close circuit 

televisions, 39.8% said house owners should 

obtain relevant data of their tenants which can 

be passed across to security agencies should 

occasion demand; 73.7% of respondents 

suggested the provision of functional 

emergency telephone lines which can be used 

to reach security agencies during crime 

detection while 80.5% of respondents 

suggested that security agencies should 

respond quickly to crime distress calls. 

Conclusion

The Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 

as Nigeria's seat of power ought to be 

relatively safe considering that all the security 

agencies in the country have their 

headquarters therein; also, the FCT is home to 

the executive, legislative and judicial heads of 

Nigeria. Furthermore, the city provides 

residence to a large chunk of influential 

Nigerians as well as top diplomats from across 

the world. However, these factors also make 

the city attractive to criminals who see the 

FCT as a suitable place for their nefarious 

activities. In recent years, the peace in 

Nigeria's capital city has been punctured by 

rising cases of crime and criminality. It must 

be noted that in powerful cities of the world, 

from New York to Paris, London to Berlin, 

crime exists; however, majority of these cities 

have paid critical attention to crime 

management thereby reducing its occurrence 

to the barest minimum because as long as 

humanity exists, crime will always occur. 

Therefore, security agencies and the Federal 

Capital Territory Authorities need to 

undertake a holistic appraisal of crime and 

security related issues in the city with a view 

to reducing the activities of criminals to the 

barest minimum.
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Introduction 
In the 21st Century, the world has 

witnessed several momentous events, such as 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, 
the invasion of Iraq; the global financial crisis, 
the 2011 nuclear disaster in Japan, the rise of 
ISIS and the COVID-19 pandemic, to name 
but a few. However, none of these events, 
momentous as they are, have had the same far-
reaching political implications as the Arab 
Spring. The Arab Spring shattered decades of 
stereotype in the Middle East and North 
African region. The stereotype typecast the 
people of the region as extremists with no 

aspirations for democracy, easily manipulated 
by Jihadists to commit acts of terrorism against 
the west. The Arab Spring demonstrated that in 
any country where the people are afflicted by 
poverty, the youth marginalized socially, 
economically and politically, with the small 
powerful autocratic elite at the top faces the risk 
of a similar popular uprising for democracy, 
social justice, economic reform, liberty and rule 
of law.

The Arab Spring also called the Arab 
Awakening, Arab Uprising Jasmine 
Revolution is a term used to refer to a wave of 
peaceful and violent demonstrations, civil 
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unrest, and civil war that swept through the 
Arab world and North Africa. It began with 
the collapse of the government in Tunisia 
between December 2010 and January 2011 
(Back, 2011). The Arab Spring was started by 
people demanding liberty, an end to 
authoritarian regimes, poverty, corruption and 
marginalization socially, economically and 
politically in the Middle East and North 
Africa. Though the Middle East and North 
Africa saw the bulk of the disturbances, the 
widespread agitation against regimes in those 
regions gave rise to similar movements or the 
speculation of similar movements in countries 
without majority Arab populations. The effect 
of the Arab Spring was felt in places as far 
away and diverse as United States, Europe, 
Russia, Mali, Senegal and Zimbabwe.

The demands for change by protesters 
in the region go back to the colonial period 
when European administrators manipulated 
religious and ethnic diversity to their 
advantage to rule as repressive masters. Arab 
states that emerged from colonialism 
promised unity under the banner of Arab 
nationalism. But failing at war against Israel 
and governance, they, too, entrenched 
dictatorships and turned into repressive 
governments. Decades of regimes cracking 
down on the media and people scarred Arab 
society so deeply that the impulse for 
democracy and good governance was stifled 
for decades to follow, (Back, 2011).

The Arab Spring was organized and 
sustained by people from all works of life but 
at its core are modern enlightened active 
youths, who were mostly unemployed, 

seeking liberty from dictatorial governments 
and a change to the status quo. British Foreign 
Secretary Hague predicted that the forces 
which led to what he called "the Arab Spring", 
would sweep across the globe comparing it to 
the collapse of the Iron Curtain and saying 
that, if successful, it would lead to "the 
greatest advance for human rights and 
freedom since the end of the Cold War" ("Arab 
spring", 2011).

The Arab Spring was unique from 
other uprisings that came before in the region 
due to the ability of the youths to work around 
government censorship of the media, gather 
and share information via the internet and 
social media apps. The protesters were able to 
easily upload information of government 
oppression and organize protests by using the 
internet and social media networks, such as 
Twitter and Facebook to share information 
and YouTube to stream videos. The traditional 
24-hour satellite news networks such as Al 
Jazeera, BBC and CNN were at hand to report 
and share information globally on events as 
they occur. No country in the Arab World was 
immune from the effects of the Arab Spring 
and it resulted in the brutal crackdown of 
civilian protesters and an ongoing civil war in 
Libya, Syria and Yemen which has caused 
thousands of lives, (Walker, 2011). The 
protesters succeeded in toppling two leaders 
in Egypt and Yemen, but tragically Muammar 
Gaddafi of Libya and Ali Abdullah Saleh of 
Yemen lost their lives during this tumultuous 
period. All this was kicked off with the self-
immolation, voluntary sacrifice of oneself, in 
this case burning, of a man in Tunisia, 
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Mohamed Bouazizi (Walker, 2011).
This paper is then an attempt to revisit 

and briefly describe the events from the Arab 
Spring in the Middle East and North African 
countries, and shed light on the impact of the 
Arab Spring across the region and the world. 
It argues that the conditions fueling the Arab 
Spring share glaring similarities to the 
Nigerian situation such as bad governance, 
lack of true representative democracy, 
corruption, poverty and unemployment 
among the youth. The failure to correct these 
conditions could bring about social upheaval 
in Nigeria. Consequently, Nigeria's domestic 
policy should focus on restoring the capacity 
of Nigeria, rather than focus on external 
posturing in Africa. A policy doctrine of 
"restoration” that seeks to regenerate 
Nigeria's internal capacity should be the 
Nigerian government's focus. The Nigerian 
government, therefore, has to wake up to the 
reality that an Arab Spring situation can occur 
today where youths are disillusioned by a lack 
of opportunities and through social media, 
rapidly organize and sustain massive protest 
movements with the potential to destabilize 
and bring down the government.

A summary of the experiences of countries 
most affected by the Arab Spring
Tunisia

In Tunisia anger snowballed into a 
revolution, sparked by the suicide of a young, 
unemployed man, Mohamed Bouazizi on the 

th
17  of December, 2010, after officials seeking 
bribes blocked his attempts to make a living, 
selling vegetables (Back, 2011) frustrated 

Bouazizi resorted to the most extreme form of 
protest through self-immolation, the 
voluntary sacrifice of oneself by dousing 
himself with gas to burn in public due to a 
sense of hopelessness. This singular act 
sparked mass protests that spread across the 
country. The regime of Ben Ali resorted to 
underhand tactics such as blocking the 
internet and cutting off telecommunication in 
addition to the heavy-handed tactics of 
beatings and shooting to quell the uprising. 
The United Nations (UN) estimated that the 
crackdown cost the lives of more than 200 
people. These repressive measures still failed 
largely due to the people's willingness to be 
heard by circumventing conventional media 
and resorting to posting their content online, 
through social networks like Twitter 
Facebook and YouTube, using their mobile 
phones to post pictures and text messages to 
mobilize and expose the situation on the 
ground. This period coincidentally coincided 
with the unprecedented revelations of 
corruption within the President's inner circle 
and family (Walker, 2011). 

After initial hesitation by world 
leaders and weeks of anti-regime pro-
democracy protests, the protesters succeeded 
in gathering international sympathy and 
inspired similar, pro-democracy activists and 
protesters across the Arab world. President 
Zine El-Abidine Ben Ali (who was also the 
Prime Minister of Tunisia), quit office on 14 
January 2011 and fled to Saudi Arabia with his 
immediate family. He was later charged with 
corruption, tried and sentenced in absentia for 
35 years along with his wife; Interpol issued 
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an international arrest warrant for him. 
Thousands of senior members from Ben Ali's 
party were banned from running in 
subsequent elections to choose a body to draw 
up a new constitution, (Watson, 2011). The 
boldness of Tunisians, civil disobedience and 
people power in the face of overwhelming 
odds culminated in the ousting of President 
Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali, after more than 23 
years in power. This had a domino effect in 
Egypt and sent a ripple across the region that 
inspired others to take to the streets.

Egypt

The Egyptian revolution started on the 25 
of January. Following the removal of Ben Ali from 
power, large numbers of Egyptians marched on to 
the streets of Cairo and other major cities 
demanding an end to the regime of President Hosni 
Mubarak, an end to the state of emergency', 
corruption, high food prices, unemployment, and 
brutality of the state security (Jawad, 2011). The 
people occupied Tahir Square in the centre of Cairo 
and demanded democracy, liberty, freedom of 
association and expression, rule of law, and 
economic opportunities. The protesters were met 
with heavy police crackdown and attacks by 
Mubarak loyalists. There were numerous running 
battles, as state agents and regime loyalists tried 
and failed to remove protesters from occupying 
Tahrir Square. In one such infamous attack, a pro-
democracy crowd gathered in Tahrir square was 
charged by pro-Mubarak supporters on horseback 
and camels (Jawad, 2011).

On February 11, 2011, with pressure 
mounting from both at home and abroad, 

President Hosni Mubarak ceded power to the 
Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, 
headed by Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, and 
resigned after staying in office for three 
decades. Up to 800 Egyptians lost their lives 
and thousands sustained injuries during the 
Egyptian revolution, (Jawad, 2011).

Yemen

Thousands of people have been killed 
in Yemen, in the civil war that ensued 
following violence between security forces 
and demonstrators since protests against the 
rule of the then President, Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
began on 11 February. Yemen is the Arab 
world's most impoverished nation and even 
before the current protests, it was increasingly 
chaotic, with both al-Qaeda and separatists 
challenging the government's authority. The 
violence escalated when government forces 
were confronted by fighters from the 
powerful Houthi tribe, who backed the 
protesters. Hundreds of residents fled the 
capital, Sanaa, amid explosions and shelling, 
as the two sides battled for control, in a fight 
that escalated into civil war (Back, 2011).

President Saleh initially promised not 
to renew his presidency in 2013 and then 
offered to hand over power to his deputy within 
30 days of signing a deal guaranteeing immunity 
from prosecution. Saleh relinquished power on 
27 February after a Presidential election that 
saw his unopposed Vice President Abd al-Rab 
Mansur al-Hadi, emerge as the winner. In 
return, he has immunity from prosecution 
as agreed in the GCC initiative deal which 
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he signed on November 23, 2011. The 
former leader of Yemen died following an 
attack on his compound, the civil war 
continues (Ryan, 2011).

Libya

Colonel Gaddafi was the longest-serving 
ruler in Africa and the Middle East; he had been in 
power since 1969. On February 17, 2011, an 
uprising against Muammar Gaddafi's rule began 
that soon became a bitter civil war pitting the 
government against pro-democracy rebels led by 
the National Transition Council (NTC). The rebels 
were bolstered by the intervention of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), with UN 
Security Council resolution 1973, authorizing, "all 
necessary measures short of occupation," to 
protect civilians (Ryan, 2011). The UN believes 
hundreds of thousands of people have died in 
Libya as a result of the conflict, including 
foreign nationals (Ryan, 2011). After eight 
months of fighting and the capture of Sirte, the 
birthplace of Gaddafi, the interim government, 
NTC announced the capture and death of 
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi on October 20, 
2011 (Jawad, 2011). 

Bahrain

Unrest in the tiny island state started on 
14 February 2011 with protests and a 
crackdown that left scores of people dead. The 
protesters were predominantly Shia Muslim 
protesters demanding action to tackle 
economic hardship, inequality, lack of political 
freedom, and discrimination in favour of the 

governing Sunni Muslim minority. For weeks, 
the demonstrators occupied the pearl 
roundabout at the centre of the capital Manama. 
King Hamad's forces clamped down hard on 16 
March clearing the protesters' camp in a show 
of force condemned by the UN as "shocking". 
The government then imposed a state of 
emergency and used hundreds of Saudi and 
UAE soldiers from the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), and foreign mercenaries from 
Pakistan to beef up its security (Ryan, 2011). 
Rights groups say the government detained 
more than 400 people - including human rights 
activists, doctors, bloggers and opposition 
supporters - since the unrest started ("The Arab 
Awakening", 2011). The monarchy offered talks, 
reforms and ordered an independent report the 
findings of which were critical of the crackdown. 

Syria

The wave of popular unrest sweeping 
the Arab world struck the state-run by 
President Bashar al-Assad, one of the region's 
most authoritarian rulers, on March 15. Syria 
is a country where a small Alawite minority 
rules over a predominantly Sunni majority. 
The demands of the activists were similar to 
the other protesters, with greater political 
rights and freedom from state corruption. The 
situation in Syria was exacerbated by a large 
number of young citizens with good 
education but no opportunities for economic 
advancement (Back, 2011).

The Syrian regime reacted to the 
protests with violence by portraying the 
protesters as foreign terrorists and criminals. 
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The government branded the protests "an 
armed insurrection" and deployed the military 
to Homs, Baniyas, Rastan, the capital 
Damascus and elsewhere. Tanks, artillery, 
snipers, soldiers and Navy gunboats have 
been used to attack anti-regime protesters, in 
Latakia, and besiege opposition strongholds, 
with support from Iran and Russia (BBC, 
2011). The response of the regime of Assad 
has been by far the most brutal crackdown yet. 
According to UN estimates since the first 
protests in mid-March, human rights activists 
say thousands of Syrians have died due to the 
unprecedented brutality of regime forces 
(Charbonneau & Nichols, 2012).

Iran

In Iran, long-simmering anger over 
governance and the economy boiled over on 14 
February 2011. Thousands of people heeded 
calls by the two main opposition leaders to rally 
in the capital Tehran in solidarity with pro-
democracy protests across the Middle East but 
once again just like in 2009, security forces 
cracked down hard on the protesters. Several 
people were killed and many more injured. 
Rallies held in the days following as well as on 
20 February, were also suppressed. The 
opposition claimed that 200 people were 
arrested and several killed (Ryan, 2011).

Oman

Oman has been ruled by Sultan Qaboos 
since he seized power from his father, Sultan Said 
bin Taimur, in 1970. Large protests erupted in the 

tiny Gulf state, with its large and youthful 
population in February 2011, resulting in the 
deaths of several people. Protests on February 27 
left at least two people dead in the industrial town 
of Sohar. The protesters were not demanding 
radical political change but specific steps such as 
job creation and controls over food prices, as well 
as greater power for the semi-elected parliament 
and checks on corruption (Al JazeeraEnglish, 
2011). Sultan Qaboos made economic 
concessions, dismissed ministers and granted 
law-making powers to Oman's elected 
legislature (The Arab Awakening, 2011).

Jordan

In Jordan, the protests were nowhere like 
on the scale of some of its Arab neighbours. But 
clashes between security forces and protesters 
left one man dead in the capital Amman in March 
2011 (The Arab Awakening, 2011). Protesters 
were demanding better employment prospects 
and cuts in food and fuel costs, as well as electoral 
reforms that would see the prime minister 
directly elected and more powers granted to 
parliament. King Abdullah II replaced his prime 
minister with Marouf al-Bakhit and the cabinet. 
In a speech to mark the 12th anniversary of his 
rule, the King also promised to give up his 
powers to appoint prime ministers and cabinets 
("The Arab Awakening". 2011).

Saudi Arabia

The kingdom, one of the region's 
wealthiest and most conservative nations, 
home to some of Islam's most sacred places, 
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witnessed limited protests and opposition 
movements were banned. However, there were 
cases of self-immolation, some small pro 
reforms demonstrations and in addition, there 
were demonstrations by the Shia Muslim 
minority in solidarity with protesters in 
Bahrain. The Monarchy dealt with the protests 
by making financial and economic concessions 
through a series of economic reforms valued at $36 
billion (Ryan, 2011). The new initiatives were aimed 
to placate Saudi citizens, it included housing 
subsidies; unemployment benefits, and a program to 
give permanent contracts to temporary government 
workers. State employees received a 15 per cent rise. 
Men-only municipal elections were then held in 
September 2011, in Saudi Arabia (Ryan, 2011).

Morocco

On 30 January 2011, four protesters 
set themselves on fire at a demonstration in 
Tangier square. Then on February 20, tens of 
thousands of people took to the streets of 
Morocco, they were organized by a loose 
coalition of human rights groups, journalists 
and labor unions. Demonstrators demanded 
not the ouster of King Mohammed VI, but 
instead for reforms and for the king to give up 
some of his autocratic powers. The unrest 
reached a peak on March 20, when thousands 
of people demonstrated in Rabat, Casablanca, 
and other cities. No violence was reported 
during the protests. The King responded by 
promising political reforms. The government 
then announced an increase in state subsidies 
to counter the protest movement (The Arab 
Awakening, 2011).

Algeria

President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
(deceased) was president at the time of the 
protests in 2010. He had been re-elected for a 
third term in April 2009 after winning more 
than 90% of the vote. Following the uprisings, 
he was put under pressure to change the 
constitution and limit presidential terms. There 
was self-immolation, Strikes, opposition 
protests, riot and clashes between police and 
Algerians demanding change, many fatalities 
were reported as a result of the protests. The 
trigger for the unrest appeared to be mainly 
economic, in particular sharp increases in the 
price of food. In February 2011, following 
pressure from protests, the government lifted 
the country's state of emergency after 19 years. 
On 16 April, Bouteflika promised to amend the 
constitution to strengthen democracy, (Ryan, 
2011). He has since been ousted from power.

Iraq

In February, protests spilt into the streets 
of Iraq, which was at the time, in the middle of a 
bloody insurgency. The protests were for 
democracy and the demand for better government 
services, electricity, waste management, roads, 
jobs, food, and an effort to stamp out corruption. In 
response, the government promised to subsidize 
electricity costs. But violent clashes continued 
between protesters and security forces leaving 
many people dead. To prevent unrest, the then Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki fired several local 
officials and announced that he would not run for a 
third term in 2014, (The Arab Awakening, 2011). 
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In other parts of the region, some protests 
mirrored the Arab Spring that occurred in 2010 
through 2011 against various Governments for 
political reform (Obayuwana, 2011). 

The Domestic Condition in Nigeria and the 
need for Restoration

It is common knowledge that poverty 
and insecurity is high in Nigeria. What is less 
well known is the level of youth restiveness 
boiling under the surface due to domestic 
conditions. The #EndSARS protests started 
on the 8th of October, 2020, when youths 
triggered by videos widely shared on social 
media allegedly showing SARS Police 
brutality, organized mass protest movements 
across the country (Kazeem, 2020). In 
response to the mass protests agitation, the 
Inspector General of Police, Mohammed 

th
Adamu, disbanded the SARS unit on the 10  
of October. However, the youths disillusioned 
by the lack of opportunities and wary of 
government promises continued the protests 
for another 12 days culminating in the Lekki 

th
Toll Gate shooting on the 20  of October, 
2020 (Amnesty International, 2020). 

The Arab spring and the #EndSARS 
protests have some very fundamental 
similarities, such as; the protests were youth-
led and social media was widely used to share 
content and organize. And so, ten years after 
the Arab Spring, the #EndSARS protests in 
Nigeria have shown that the Nigerian 
government failed to learn some lessons from 
the Arab Spring. The Nigerian government 
must wake up and realize that the #EndSARS 

protests are a taste of what could come 
because the conditions that fueled and 
sustained the Arab Spring share glaring 
similarities with the situation that fueled the 
#EndSARS protests in Nigeria.

The Arab Spring demonstrates that 
countries such as Nigeria, where the majority 
of people are afflicted by poverty, with a large 
economically and politically marginalized 
youth population with a small powerful elite 
at the top. This kind of country is prone to a 
similar popular uprising for social justice, 
economic reform, liberty and rule of law, as 
occurred in the #EndSARS protests of 2020. 
Recognizing this dictates that the policy of the 
government of today is no longer sufficient 
for the times we live in and the new challenges 
we face. The economic development and 
well-being of Nigeria should henceforth be 
the cornerstone of Nigerian policy at home.

In South America Brazil as one of the 
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South 
Africa), under the government of Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva created growth through a centrist 
combination of respect for financial markets 
and targeted social programs like Family 
Allowance. This is a welfare program devised 
to help the poor, the program offered monthly 
subsidies of about $50 to some 11 million 
families and the Growth Acceleration Program 
which lifted millions out of poverty and 
narrowed the yawning income gap between 
rich and poor creating a new lower middle class 
("Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva" 2011). This can be 
done by creating domestic conditions for 
Nigerians which several nations in Asia and 
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South America have adopted to accelerate 
their growth.

A domestic Policy of restoration will 
refocus Nigeria's attention on the domestic 
priorities by rebuilding the country's strength 
and replenishing its resources economic, 
human and physical without being isolationist 
(Haass, 2011). The success of restoration policy 
will imbibe renewed confidence in Nigerians, 
enabling Nigeria to emerge on the world stage 
as a real power with influence internationally 
and a model for democracy: rule of law, 
stability and economic development in the 
developing world and Africa.

Restoration takes into account this 
millennium's domestic and international 
realities Such as democracy promotion, 
counterterrorism and humanitarianism as either 
opportunities or exigencies arise (Haass, 2011) 
One of the many values of restoration is that it 
improves prospects for integration, the 
approach that continues to make the most sense 
for a world dominated by global challenges and 
changes (Haass, 2011). But Nigeria will arrive 
at the point of being able to grow only if it first 
puts its own house in order.

A Policy-based restoration refocuses 
priority on rebuilding the domestic front by 
creating the conditions for Nigerians to excel 
using the six characteristics of western 
development identified by Niel Fergusson as, 
competition, modern medicine, rule of law, 
the scientific revolution, consumer society 
and the work ethic, which have fuelled 
western civilization and dominance for years. 

This can be achieved by creating domestic 
conditions for Nigerians to grow through 
policy that focuses on restoration.

Restoration will refocus Nigeria's 
attention on the domestic priorities by 
rebuilding the country's strength and 
replenishing its resources, economic, human 
and physical without being isolationist 
(Haass, 2011). The success of restoration will 
imbibe renewed confidence in Nigerians, 
enabling Nigeria to emerge on the world stage 
as a real power with influence internationally 
and a model for democracy: rule of law, 
stability and economic development in the 
developing world and Africa.

A Policy-based on restoration 
refocuses priority on rebuilding the domestic 
front by creating the conditions for Nigerians 
to excel by adopting the characteristics of 
western development identif ied by 
Fergusson, 2011. One of the many virtues of a 
doctrine of restoration is that it improves 
prospects for integration, the approach that 
continues to make the most sense for a world 
dominated by global challenges and changes 
(Haass, 2011). But Nigeria will arrive at the 
point of being able to grow only if it first puts 
its own house in order.

The six Characteristics of Western 
Development 

The restoration takes into account this 
millennium's domestic and international 
realities, such as democracy promotion and 
institution building. This aligns squarely with 
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the six characteristics of western development 
identified by Fergusson, which include; 
competition, modern medicine, rule of law, the 
scientific revolution, consumer society and the 
work ethic, these characteristics have driven 
western civilization's dominance for years:

·Competition; western societies dare be 
divided into competing factions, leading 
to progressive improvements. 

·Scientific Revolution; breakthroughs in 
mathematics, engineering, physics, 
chemistry,  and biology dr iving 
technological innovations. 

·The Rule of Law; representative 
government based on human rights and 
democratic elections.

·Modern Medicine; advances in germ 
theory, anaesthesia, antibiotics and 
vaccines curing diseases and preventing 
high mortality rates. 

·The Consumer Society; leaps in 
productivity combined with widespread 
demand for more, better and cheaper 
goods, fuelling industry and commerce.

·The work ethic; a combination of 
professionalism, specialization, labour 
with higher savings rates, permitting 
sustained capital accumulation. 

These western characteristics of 
development adopted by powerful western 
economies and non-western countries 
beginning with Japan in the 19th century and 
recently South Korea, China, India and Brazil 
explain about half of the catching up that we 
have witnessed in our lifetimes and should be 
adopted by Nigeria to leap ahead.

Nigeria should adopt a Policy of 

restoration based on the six development 
characteristics to rebuild the internal capacity of 
the nation and to enable it to catch up to the 
developed world. Restoration entails an 
approach where policy is refocused on rebuilding 
the domestic front, by creating the conditions for 
Nigerians to excel in competition, modern 
medicine rule of law scientific revolution, 
consumer society and the work ethic, which have 
fueled western civilization and dominance for 
years and which nations in Asia and South 
America have adopted these characteristics to 
fuel their accelerated growth.

Recommendations
The paper will recommend that the 

current administration should talk less and 
invest large amounts of time effort and 
resources in the restoration of infrastructure, 
creation of jobs, fight against corruption, 
government accountability and Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI), which will boost 
conf idence ,  p roduct iv i ty  and  fue l  
development. The government should 
sponsor more students to study abroad to 
bring back knowledge to advance Nigeria's 
scientific revolution while at the same time 
fund research and development at home. 

Investment in broadband internet for 
the entire country to accelerate growth in the 
Information Communications Technology 
sector will speed up development in addition, 
welfare programs devised to help the poor, 
such as the Brazilian family program which 
lifted millions out of poverty should be 
adopted in Nigeria also, programs aimed at 
getting children to school by rewarding their 
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parents or the children financially for the 
child's attendance should be adopted across 
the country. This will reduce the cases of 
children hawking and begging on the streets 
due to the financial burden on parents who 
can't afford to send their children to school.

Nigeria should actively court FDI by 
modeling itself as the China of Africa with a 
huge pool of inexpensive educated labor force 
for manufacturing goods where copyright 
laws and intellectual property is respected, 
unlike China. Also, emphasis should be 
placed on recruiting and training a new breed 
of young tech-savvy, contemporary, educated, 
and cosmopolitan diplomats and foreign 
affairs personnel, to push Nigerian foreign 
policy and man foreign affairs missions 
abroad. In addition, the Nigerian power and 
agricultural sector should be giving the 
necessary infrastructural support for the 
accelerated growth of Nigeria.

It is also the view of this paper that all 
government MDAs should be instructed to 
establish  dedicated social media networks to 
communicate with the public to disseminate 
information favorable to the government and 
counter misinformation that is rife on social 
networks. Nigeria may also consider leading 
the process for democracy within AU member 
states through support towards the 
consol idat ion  of  democracy,  good 
governance and human rights within the AUA 
commission comprising diplomats, top-level 
military officers, university professors and 
politicians should be set up to review our 
foreign policy objectives and to redefine our 
vital national interests.

Finally, IPCR must make itself more 
relevant to the security and development of 
Nigeria by conducting programs that include 
women and youths in peace and security 
processes, to advise the Nigerian government 
on the best approach and response to this 
widespread phenomenon of youth disaffection.

Conclusion
Nigeria will avoid a major uprising by 

adopting restoration modelled under the six 
apps of western development. Restoration 
simply means the government channelling 
resources into advancing democracy pushing 
through economic reforms; fighting 
corruption; improving security; justice and 
equity; rebuilding infrastructure; attracting 
foreign direct investment; creating job 
opportunities for the youth and creating an 
enabling environment for innovations in 
science and medicine. These measures will 
revive Nigeria economically, politically and 
socially while ensuring Nigeria's global 
importance. Restoration will also ensure 
Nigeria's stability and economic development 
for its growing youth population.
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th
The closing phase of the 20  century and the 

st
advent of the 21  have witnessed a remarkable 

heightening in the threats against the nation 

state arrangement. Violent conflicts are 

increasingly undermining the legitimacy of 

state authorities and non state actors are even 

establishing a foothold in regions with 

'softened sovereignties' or weak state 

institutions thereby putting the two entities; 

the state and non state actors on a perennial 

collision course.  It is now common to hear 

scholars of social science and security fields 

and the amalgamated units of their security 

systems lamenting the devastating and grisly 

impacts of the activities of non state actors 

operating within and across national 

territories. This is in addition to many other 

insecuri ty challenges plaguing the 

sovereignties of nation states since the 

collapse of 'centers of organized power' 

orchestrated by the end of the Cold war. 

The institute for peace and conflict 

resolution recognizes these upsurges in 

continental insecurities and in conformity 

with its establishment mandate has redoubled 

its efforts to mitigate these challenges. A 

critical mechanism for achieving this 

objective is its Journal of Conflict Early 

warning and Response (JCEWR). The 

JCEWR tracks the root causes of conflicts and 

analyze their often complex trends and 

dynamics with a view to resolving them 

through evidenced based and result oriented 

research outputs. 

Findings of research and proffered 

recommendations in published articles are 

expected to enhance the capacities of conflict 

management practitioners to make sound 

predictions leading to the prevention of 

simmering violent conflicts through the 

institution of a multi stakeholder early 

warning and response policy frameworks. 

The Journal of Conflict Early Warning 

and Response (JCEWR) therefore wish to 

invite scholarly papers for publication in its 

forthcoming edition. For this publication, and 

subsequent ones, only English-language 

manuscripts will be accepted due to limited 

capacity in other relevant international 

mediums of communication. 

As a high impact periodical that will 

serve as reference manual for government 

conflict response agencies and to ensure the 

quality of all manuscripts, submissions will be 

subjected to a double-blind peer review 

process. The Journal will be published bi-

annually and beyond identifying conflict 

flash-points and the core violent conflict 

generating vectors in these areas, scholarly 

contributions will be accepted only when (if) 

they comply with the expectations of editors 

by making appropriate recommendations on 

how best to respond to identified threats to 

national, sub-regional and continental 

Call for Papers
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insecurity matrixes. This is apart from 

ensuring that articles focus on addressing 

issues that aim at conflict prevention. 

Therefore, the editorial team of the 

JCEWR is seeking original articles for 

publication in the upcoming issue and the sub 

themes will revolve around the following core 

conflict subjects; 

·Insurgency and the emergence of 

alternative authorities in fragile territories 

·The political economy of Nigeria's core 

conflicts

·Rural banditry and its impacts on the 

political economy 

·Elections and electoral conflicts in 

emerging democracies

·The implications of kidnapping for 

ransom on the micro economic condition 

of individuals and family welfare 

·The state and the management of violent 

extremism and violent conflicts including 

their ethnic and religious dynamics

·Ecology and the upsurge in conflicts 

between agricultural communities in the 

context of farmer/ herder conflicts

·Illegal migration as a core conflict 

generation vector in the West and Central 

African corridors

·The role of Small Arms and Light 

Weapons (SALWs) proliferation in the 

exacerbation of 

African insecurities

·Trans border crime and criminalities and 

their implications on sustainable 

development and regional integration

·The campaign for self determination and 

its effect on national cohesion in Post 

military Nigeria.

·Agitation for resource control and its 

effects on the socioeconomic and political 

cohesion of states   

Notes for Contributors

·Dr. Hakeem Onapajo of the Department of 

Political Science and International 

Relations, Nile University of Nigeria, 

Abuja is the edition's Guest Editor

1. References will follow the APA format. 

This will strictly adhere to references 

acknowledging in-text styles. This should 

be followed by a complete listing of 

references cited which should be 

structurally arranged alphabetically. 

2. Chapters should be in Times New Roman 

fonts, 12 point, double line spacing and 

should be between 5, 000 to 6, 500 words. 

3. Contributors are expected to make their 

submissions on or before the expiration of 

the date indicated by Journal's editors. 

4. Manuscripts are to be submitted 

electronically to;

Ayubaca leb@rocke tmai l . com or  

gerryanyi@yahoo,com  

135By: Chidozie Acholonu


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133
	Page 134
	Page 135
	Page 136

